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X EXNF TER the Eſtabliſhment of the weſtern 
. A NS. Empire, in the Perſon of Charlemain, 
KM: Xx Xx Germany thro! i its perpetual Intercourſe with 
Italy, ariſing from the Pretenſions of his 
Sueden to the Sovereignty of that Country, received 
the Benefit of what Knowledge and Literature were 
then current in that only Spot of their Cultivation 
during thoſe barbarous Times. 


As Ecclefiaſtics poſſeſſed excluſively the little Learn- 
ing then extant, and well underſtood how to turn to 
the beſt Account the Veneration and Authority they 
derived from it, the Influence they bore in all Matters, 
civil as well as ſpiritual, was prodigious : Inſomuch 
that it became an eſtabliſhed Rule to conſult them in 
every Undertaking of Importance. Thus, when Wil- 
liam the Conqueror was meditating his Expedition a- 
gainſt England, he thought it neceſſary to ſecure the 
Approbation of the moſt celebrated Clergymen i in 
Europe, and of the Pope eſpecially, who ſent him a 
_ 6onſecrated Banner; a Preſent which, however trifling 


/ 3 if 


198 OF THE GERMANS. 
1 0 ug ape as fad. by the Nojmans in in as 


great Reſpett as the Lgborum of the,. Roman Emper- 
ors hy their Legions; and, what was more to Wil- 
liam's Purpoſe, was conſidered by his whole Army as 
an unanſwerable Proof of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and 

an infallible Earneſt of Victory. When the Cruſades 


were firſt ſet on n foot, the like Sanctions were * to 


and all Cheiſte h 
tal 18 0 100 lr 


and | — 5 Succeſs in this World, 
and everlaſting Felicity in the next, to all ho contri- 
buted, by their Purſe or their Perſons, t to ſo ſacred and 
ous an Enterprize. 


1 19 Tr197 ien 1 


* * ny I. A * ? 
ws. 
* 


r che Civilization/and Settlement of Owe 
ſaſtieal Policy had evidently the principal Manage- 
ment; filling that vaſt Country with Colonies of Monks 
a 2 Tram, and fubjecting the civil Government to 
that of the Church, in every Place here tlie leaſt Pre- 
+tence was afforded to fuch Incroachments. A Syſtem 
which, notwithſtanding the Introduftion of Proteſtan- 
tiſm, and the great Alterations that have enſued from 
that Cauſe, yet firongly maintains its Ground; and 
tho' invaded in many conſiderable Parts, like a Tree 
whoſe Trunk and capital Branches till remain un- 
touched, it bids fair to laſt and flouriſh; and ſeems not 
in the leaſt apprehenſive of Ser ſeeing the Axe laid to 
_—— 
Tux Duration of ſuck an n extraordinary and com- 
plex a Conſtitution as that of the German Empire, is 
entirely © owing ; to the Diſpolit on and, "Temper of the 
. | Naives; ; 
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Natives; 4: Race of Mortalspaewliarly gifted with that 
Moderation which can reſt fatigfied with any Plan that 
is fbumd ay ay tulerable ; and is t ꝓron te make 
frequent Exper. mm n 
eee, e J A is Aenne | 


11 vi yictents''s fle belt: 


1. 


Dene, been bee — in > bene Manbire 
Foks this Maxim in religious Mattera, Which, howe- 
wor, is: eaſity accounted for, hen the Motives, the 
Times, and the Actors are 'condidered ; yet the Spirit 
of thoſe Inſtitutions that took Place at the primitive 
Formation of the Germanic Body, ſtill mapa 1 
ne nn nnn of r N 

1 +81 dern 4 base f 

e 40 the DoyeiafadeBinarce Maximilian, bie 
—— df the ſixteerih Century, Learning, Arts, 
and Commerce flouriſhed in Germany More than any 
wherein Europe, eecpt in Italy, from whence they 
were communicated : And in the Courſe of the follow- 
ing Age, at that Period which preceded the Breaking 
out of the fatal thirty Years War that involved it in 
univerſal Bloodſhed and Deſolation, Germęny had at- 
tyned to ſo remarkable a Degree of Happineſs and 
| Splendor, that Cluverius, who wrote about that Time, 

begins his Account of it by aſſerting, as a known in- 
diſputable FaQ, that from the Greatneſs and Magni- 
licence cf its many Cities, and the Arts of Agriculture 
and Fertilization, it was a Country comparable to EN, 
and e to any other in Europe. 


Tais State of Proſperity was owing to the bippy 
Linn of Conſcience which prevailed from the Reigh 
4 | "us 
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vf Oharles thefifth-to-that ofiFerdinand the ſecond ; 


whoſe Bigotry und Ambition equally. contributed to 


plunge ls Country into thoſe: Stenes of Miſery that 

Almoſt totally rufned it. During: the Courſe: of chat 
terrible War the faireſt Provinces of that unhappy Em- 
pire were laid waſte alternately by Friend and Foe; 
the moſt beautiful Edifices were deſtroyed; the richeſt 
Towns ard Cities plundered, burned; and levelled to 
the Ground; and the moſt: * 
without e ene eee en Side. 


An * ed end: r n 
IT Aab est Dilbrders laſted "ill the Pacification 
of Weſtphaly,:which-i isn Germany, like the Revolu- 
tion in England, the grand Epocha from whence they 
date the final Settlement of their. Conſtitution. Since 
that auſpieious Event they have laboured ſucceſsfully | 
in repairing the Diſaſters of their Country; i in reſtoring 
it to its former Situation; and nene the 65% 59 
-ments of other nods. * N 
S S aft H- „ 201138 | 
Sven; in hain, bal bean the Fortune of the Ger- 
mans : A People whoſe Character deſerves as much At- 
tention and Study as that of any Nation whatever; 
and who, th! leſs renowned for Brilliancy of Genius 
and Capxcity than ſome of their Southern Neighbours, 
yet have an ample Stock of thoſe Abilities that are uſe- 
ful and eſſential in the more important Concerns of 
Life and political Ben | | 


[> | Tacrrus, in his Account of their Anceſtors, ſeems 
to undervalue their intellectual Merit; but this was at 
a Time when they were abſolute 8 to all Man- 

ner 
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ner of Civiliedrion;; and deſervecd the Stile'of: Barbarians 
in its fülleſt Latitude. Vet even in this rude State of 
untutored, unpoliſhed Nature, they diſcovered:a. Vein o 
Judgment and good Senſe in many of their Tranſacti- 
ons, both among themſelves and with others, the Ro- 
mans eſpecially, that fully ſhewed their native Endow- 
mients wanted'only Cultivation tofliliie with diſtinguiſh- 
ed Luſtre. With all their Deficiencies they wers Rit 
4 Match for that ambitious People; and remain the 
moſt illuſtrious Proof Hiſtory furniſhes, that Firmneſs 
of Mind, and Petſeverance in ſtruggling with Difficul- 
ties, are alone fuffielent to render a Nation invincible, 
and equal in real Strength to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
all the Refinements and nod nh of a WY and en- 
lightened Education. hg , = 


. « * 
2 7 ; , . 
* 9 * £ — * 2 2 
1 A 51 


(* 2 


M FRENCH Writer, Botbrü has though proper 
to deny them Admittance in the Province of Wit. In 
this he is ſeconded by another of his Countrymen, Da- 
cier, who in the Preface to his Tranſlation of Horace, 
gives the like Excluſion to all' the Nations lying Nort!: 
of Fi rance, me Engliſh themſelves not excepted ; among 
whom particularly he ſingles out Dryden, as an Otje& 
of his Cenſure, and conſequently as a Proof of the Juſt- 
neſs of His Severity. But Bouhours was no better ac- 
quainted with the Merit of the Germans, than Dacier 
with that of the Englith ; and the lmpertinence of both 
their Criticiſms ſerves only to expoſe their own ignd — 
rance of the Subjects they took upon them to be Judges 
of. Bouhours was little more than a mere Phraſcolo- 
giſt in his own Language; and Dacier ſhould have con- 
fined himſelf to the Taſk of commenting and tranſtt- 


ing; 
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üng for che latter of which; bowever, he Was by no 
Means emünently qualified, his F abeing far from 
elegant, and falling infinitely ſhort of that of Tarteron, 
aud Sanadon, e ann of Horace int 
ſuperior to his. - an la SHT m 1, 
obe STIL US fa £41 aten 22 
Wuxx uninformed Todividuale, venture to 'obtruge 
on the Public their raſh Deciſions on the Capacity ang 
Talents of whole Nations, they ought to be expoſed to 
the World in their genuine Colours; Jeſt the Celebci- 
ty af a Name, often obtained with yery little ſolid De- 
ſert, ſhould impoſe on the Generality af Mankind, too 
willing to accept of Information without inquiring into 
the Character of thoſe from whom they receive it; who, 
tho? Perſons perhaps of real Merit in_thoſe Branches 
they have made the principal Buſineſs of their Lives, 
and on which their Reputation may be reaſonably | 
founded, not unfrequently betray the moſt ignominious 
Barrenneſs of Underſtanding and Knowledge, when 
they preſume to ſtep out of that long beaten Track, to 
which their Minds, by conſtant Uſe apd Habit, are be- 
come ſo intirely. faſhioned, as to loſe all Aptitude to 
treat of other Matters with Diſcernment and od N iety. 


Tu 1 ever ſince the Tah ion 2 their 
civil F euds, a Century go, bave made a e 7 8 


Years have conſiderably rie their. own N e 
which is bold, manly, and copious. In paſtoral, and 
Epic Poetry they have produced Compoſitions of prime 
Merit. The Names of a Brocks, a a Kleiſt, a Klop- 
ſock, and A Geſſner, are ſufficient to reſcue them from 

an 
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an Toaputatian'of'a Defe& of Genius: and the Tran- 
gation of their Works into other Languages is in ia. 
conteſtible Proof of chew aper nee t has 


5 M74. „ N 6 
281 4107 5 yh A 51 8 ol T4) 11 1 1 1 912 315 1 IKL. 
* *. 


Tu Force and Energy of their Works i in Prdde h 
univerfally allowed ij ant in particular the emphatical 
Diction of their Payers and:Si&rmons ; a-Circumitance 
which even ſome Frenchmen' of Note, well conver» 
ant in their Language, have been impartial enough 
to acknowledge:j: aud hat was ſtiſl ore, have con- 
feſſed that the Stile and Expreſſions of their own were 
not equal in Point of Orgy Am to thoſe of 
the German, 


Son T3, indeed Madrigals, and Epigrams Germa- 
ny has Hitherto-' made a very ſmall Progreſs in. But 


this they neell not lamm, when we tefec how inde | 


mme 2 om ON?” 
; 451i wand mene A, 
N EAT HER habe the) ſhone is the DA which is 
not ta be wondered at, When we 'confider the dight 
Encouragement it has met with; and the Preference 
ſill given to the French Language in moſt, or all, of 
their Courts; where theatrical Diverſſons are almoſt 
conſtantly borrowed from that Nation, and where, 
with very few Exceptions, an Opinion prevails that 
whatever relates to F "eſtivity and 2 Recreations i ts 
beſt vhderftoud by the Natives LIAN e 
| Fr 


TM 
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"Things, and heavy in leg Pate ings. "P 0 3 
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it may be anſwered, -that they are uſually” very ſolici- 
tous thoroughly to comprehend whit theyigo about; 
and more intent to ſecure Succeſs hy Labour and Dili- 
gence, than willing to riſk it by Hurry and Pre eipita- 
tion. This is the natural Reſult of their ꝓhlegtmatic 
Diſpoſition; a State of Mind that holds the Paſſions in 
a happy Subjection to Reaſon and Reflection; by ſub- 
ſtituting Coolneſs and Serenity of Judgment in the 
Room of Impetuoſity and Fire of Imagination; the 
Suppreſſion of theſe making way for that even Tempe- 
rature of the Soul which enjoys all its various Senſa- 
tions with Calmneſs, e is not _— nn W its 
Poiſe. | , aire 2b 


Tus Habit of Deliberation renders the Germans 
leſs liable to be actuated by Violence in their Reſolutions 
than many of thoſe who boaſt of the Superiority of 
their Councils. Hence proceeds that Moderation which 
preſerves the Proteſtants from being held in as much 
Hatred and Abhorrence in the Romiſh Parts of Ger- 
many, as in the other Countries of that Communion. 
Moſt of their religious · Wars were much leſs prompted 
by inconſiderate Zeal than political Motives; as plainly 
appeared at the Treaty which terminated their domeſtic 


Troubles, by the Facility with which all IM Mat- 
ters were accommodated. 8 1 


| C Opinion may be touch- 
ing their intellectual Endowments, their moral Qualities 
have never been called in Queſtion. Their Benevolence 
Friendlineſs, and Hoſpitality are well known ; and their 

| Candour and Sincerity are almoſt proverbial. Their 
Man- 


OF 'THE' GERMANS 2g 
Manners are plain, fimple, and Title altered from 
oi e ee e 
many foreign Ulages, yet they have had an Eye to 
Propriety in their Imitation,” and. have not been the 
ſervile Copiers of the'Fretich in their needleſs Refine 
ments, nor of the Italians in their falſe Notions of 


Grandeur 8 Thus their Tables have an ample Suffi- 
(ON SYOTSEL I I l , . eB» ror 4 a 


|; y ene. en Br 
ciency, without endleſs Niceties 3 and their Ways df 
TSP OTE YO 01): TOR n eng 
Living are . generous, without. being profuſe. Tho” 


WI Here rar eie 9-8 bingo to, ITS 
Lovers of State, yet their Princes indulge in the moſt. 
T 4 yE 24TH, /- +4-4:8 F- SF ier USD 


friendly anÞfrequent Tntercourle z, and never permit 
an ill-grounded Pride to, obftruRt the Pleaſures of good 
Fellowſhip and.agreeable Society. Very different here- 
in from thoſe of, Italy,; among whom an Approxima-. 
tion is almoſt impracticable, from the. prepoſterous 
Difficulties they find in adjuſting the Ceremonial to be 


blerved 8 ner 
2 erved betueen them. ch ei HRS] 
— * 


* 


„ A eroeln enen 

Tuis is the more remarkable, as the German Gran- 
dees are of all People the moſt infatuated with their 
Birth, tenacious, of, the. Prerogatives: annexed to it 
and deſirous of augmenting them by an Acceſſion of 
tuliry Hond urs. N a 22 Ge 33G? 


* 


Some of their principal Sovereigns have carried theſe 
ambitious Prepoſſeſſions ſo far, as never to reſt 'till by 
an h quivalence of nominal Dignity, they had raiſed 
themſelves to the Level of thbſe, of hoſe Superiority: 
in Reſpect of Rank, they could mot bear the moſt tri- 
fling Indication. Thus Frederic, the firſt King of 
Pruſſia, expended immenſe Sums to obtain that Appel- 


lation; the Want of which had obliged him to ſubmit 
0 to 


r 7 2 — 
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to the Refuſal of an armed Chair, im his Interview. 
with our William the third. laſpired with, the fame. 
high Mindegneſs, the Houſe of Sakopy ru ned itſelf 


| for the empty Name of Kivgs, of Poland and tt the, | 


Houſe of en 1 did. the fare Ter. that of 
Emperor, Mx 21585. n Alen 9 2 q 2182 


A at a $f mates them i in the ene. ir 
ly Splendor.” Hence, not to be d wanting in any: 


of thoſe pope nd of 10 8885 chat were heme: 


14 * 4 


Black, and 1 the unte 4 Poſe; Aud 1. 
ons of tlie fanie Kind have been mate by other Princes 
of the'Empite who faw how greatly their reſpe&ive 
Subjects were delighted with theſe Badges of imaginary 
Diſtinction, and were determined to--gratify them, as 
ey could do 1 it at ſo en Rate. 

TRIS Hen Sele ene 
bp Tacks theſe Caules Germany, diode all Countries, 
abounds in / Stars and Ribbands; the Wearers of which 
axe induſtrious iti ſeizing every Opportunity to diſplay: 
them with Eclat; wherein they are fully abetted by 
their Maſters, who are immeaſurably fond of promot- 
ing: #liatover has a. T OT" to Pomp and NY 


Pt p Y 
2444 3: 


Tun ieee F di pruſſia was a Hero 
in theſe Feats; and ſpent the greateſt Part of his Reign 


in a Round of Magnificence hardly inferior to that of 


Lewis the fourteenth of France his Cotemporary, whom 


OFTHE GERMANS.'' op 
he-moſt punRilioulſy emulated! in all the Departments 


of. Court Grandeur; is His Guards and Retius- were 
clad; his Palaces furniſhedy and his Houſhold maia- 
tained with more Coſt ( and: Surhpruouſneſs than thoſo 
ang Monareti;-eneeptaheFreriet/+ Happily, howes- 


ver, at the fome- Time, imitating däm no leſs in the 
more Kudable Parts of his Character; by encouraging” 


the polite Arts, and eftabliffiing Schools and Acade- 


ries bor theiv-Oultivation, and by roc Hberaly 
fo the Education of young Gentlemen. N . 
"Ry C4: Ax; Fs I 1 


Furs Rage ber pforidour reigns kein al the Ger. | 
mam Courts; from theſe of wllich tlie Heads are quali- 
fied withthe Title of Majeſty, to thoſe who have af 
ſumed the Stile of Ffighneſs, tf lo weſt that is uled bb 
any Kind of Sovereign in this Country of Kings and 
Princes: Moft of wfiortt feem ta vie with each other᷑ in 
4 Propenſſty t. to Expenit begeſs, and to think that Gran- 
deur of A; en confitutes Dighity: e 


5d I-35 4&4 [3 « OJ n 


9 


Ter Had to inkance'" the Worth of this: exterior Oli: 
they Have givem it an 4 Air of Importance; 'by ſubjeck 
ing iEto a ſolemn "Ritual, in the Gblerdance öf which 
Op are ſerupulous to an. amazing, Pony 3 


0 


This e Spirit preſides 6 over er all their Af- 


. and even their Diverſions are conducted by i it, 


„ 34 * 


Gun 3 but, a among them, i is the very Soul 
of their Paſtimes,, as well as of ear raph. | 


[4 | 
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Tuus the minute: Buſineſs and Forms of a Court, | 
which in England and in France are locked upon as ra- 
ther tedious and fulſame, are, um hs contrary, a miaſt 
pleaſing: Ocrupauion in Getmany 3-wherenevery pettxy- 
Sovereign is charmed with the Sglieitadę and Exactneſß 
with Which bis Aſtendants performi the, various Pants 
aſſigned them in the ſitile Sphere both; he and theꝝ have 
to act in. Small as it maya be, there js nat tlie qeaſt 
Omiſſion of, 38y- of thoſe-Per ſonsges uſually: exhibited. 
in the royal Stages af the. principal. Courts in Europe; 
2 Office appertaining to which, from a on _ 
Stexrard to the loweſt. Menial, is carefully.r 
and rang. of the mad hing Cixcumſtances — 
that amuſe the ſhallow-minded Spcctatgrg, and conwir 
bye, to keep yp phe, Farce and Padantcy of State, „ 
bois 20 HA 36 44 2650 Bit? Ti Fi. 3$1975vnt 10 brit A on 
e. are they leſs ingenious in cqutriving thoſe: 
Species of Recreatiqns that conſiſt i q Spews and Page. 
antry, of which. there is 2 great iter N in Germany, 
' thanin all the reſt of Europe; ; owing to that irreſiſtible 
Proneneſs to Parade, and Oſtentation of their Rank and | 
Quality, which the Negulations atten — theſe pompous 
Feſtivals always: afford them ample ] / Aa to indulge 1 he: 


4 9 * PIE 


Such are the Kabfite purſui ts fo Which Numbers 
of the, German Fotentates, it ſuch a Term be applica- 
ble to many of them, dedicate' no very mall a Portion 
of their Time, and no inconßderable Share of their 
| Revenues, while in Peace; : and een when engaged in 

War, ſome of them Have rather choſen to diminiſh the 
Number of their Troops, than renounce'this fatal Va- 


nity of exterior Greatneſs, however detrimental 1 it might 
prove 
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prore to their Affairs. Thus when the Archduke 
Charles, afterwards Emperor, was on his Progreſs to 


the Court of England, whoſe Armies and Fleets were 


waiting to convey him to Spain, (his Succeſſion to the 
Crown of which Monarchy, our Treaſures were laviſh- 
ed in aſſerting) the Expences of the Equipage and Re- 
tinue he travelled with, were ſuch as would have main- 
tained an Army. In like Manner, the firſt King of 
Pruſſia, inſtead of employing his large Revenues in put- 
ting himſelf in a Poſture of Defence, on the Approaeh 
of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, of whoſe violent 
Meaſures he had but too much Reaſon to be apprehen- 


five, ſtill ontinued his uſual Courſe of coſtly and need- 


Jeſs Magnificetre ; expoſing himſelf thereby to the In- 
ſults and haughty Treatment of that dangerous Neigh- 
bour, on whoſe rapid Sueceſſes common Prudence might 
have taught him to keep a watchful Eye. | 


Tais is no Miſrepreſentation of the Conduct of theſe 


two Princes; and Germany has afforded many In- | 
ſtances of others, whoſe Careleſſneſs and Indolence in 


their moſt material Concerns, are hardly credible; and 
who ſeem not to have felt the leaſt Scruple or Remorſe 

for ſquandering, in the moſt uſeleſs, unaccountable 
Manner, the far nobleſt Part of their Income; leading, 
at the ſame Time, a Life of the utmoſt Ifitleflneſs and 
Diſſipation; unmindful, and almoſt ignorant of the 
State of their Affairs, and the Situation of their Sub- 
jects; wholly attentive to the moſt frivolous Amuſe- 
ments; and only careful to reward thoſe wh were in- 
ſtrumental in e them. 
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„1 OF THE GERMAN s. 


Turk was a Time when Literature flouriſhed un- 
eommonly among the Princes of Germany, more, in- 
deed, than among Perſons of their Rank in any other 
Country in Chriſtendom. This was during the Period 
which laſted from the Commencement of the Refor- 
mation, till their civil Wars in the laſt Century. As 
Learning became the Mode among the Great, it natu- 
rally met with the higheſt Rewards and Encourage- 
ments; the prime Miniſters of thoſe Days were gene- 
rally Men of eminent Parts, and both they and their 
Maſters were equally ſolicitous to facilitate and promote 
the Advancement of Letters and Sciences. Hence the 
Foundation of ſo many Colleges, Profeſſorſnips, and 
Libraries, in the Proteſtant Diſtricts eſpecially; the 
Spoils of which latter, particularly of the famous one 
at Heidelberg, were deemed Preſenis worthy of the See 
of Rome itſelf, when through the Chance of War, they 
fell into the Hands of the Romiſh Party. 


Since that Era, a different Spirit has prevailed; 
and an Application to Study is far from being the ruling 
Paſſion of moſt of the German Princes, who, though 
generally not deficient in a Competency of Erudition, 
haye much remitted that Ardour in the Purſuit of it, 
for which many of their Predeceſſors were ſo noted. 


Ir is neceſſary, however, to except ſeveral, whoſe 
laudable Addiction to literary Occupations and uſeful 
Arts, ought to be recorded, as an Incitement to their 

| Equals to follow Precedents ſo reputable and illuſtrious. 
Such was the celebrated Ulric, Duke of Wolfenbuttel, 


who compoſed Numbers of ingenious Pieces'in his na- 
8 tive 
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eve: German, written in a moſt elegant and maſterly 
Stile. Such was a late Margrave of Baden, whaſe 
Hours of Kelaxation were ſpent in the Attainment of 
almoſt every Branch of Knowledge conducive / to pubilic 
Utility; and ſuch alſo have been divers others, who 
have ſhewn, themſelves as ſedulous and exemplary in 
the Improvement of their Minds, as in the more im- 
portant Duties of their Station. But an Inſtance may 
** cited which eglipfes all Compariſon, that of the pre- 

ent King of Pruſſia ; a Man whoſe tranſcendent Abili- 
ties in Peace and War, are an Object no leſs of Enyy 
and Terror, than of Admiration; and to whoſe Me- 
rits, therefore, complete Juſtice will he done only by 
Poſterity. | 


As few Things, however cenſurable, are utterly de- 
void of ſome Advantage, the unjverſal Turn for Plea- 
ſure and Diverſions that prevails throughout the German 
Courts, has been productive of a Spirit of Affability 


and Condeſcenſion that renders them highly agreeable | 


to Strangers and Viſitors; the friendly Treatment of 
whom, if their Profeſſion and Cireumſtances be decent 
and genteel, exceeds any Thing of the Kind in all Eu- 
rope; and reflects the more Honour on the German 
Princes and Nobles, as they are accuſed, and not with- 
out Reaſon, of valuing themſelves on their Condition 
and Quality beyond thoſe of all other Nations. 


Tur Abſurdity of this is Prejudice is certainly carried 
to a greater Height in Germany than any where elſe; 
ſo far, that if a Perſon of princely Birth marries a Lady 


of a Rank inferior to that of a Counteſs, he * her 
F-3 dis 
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his left Hand in the nuptial Ceremony; and the Inter- 

vention of the Emperor is neceſſary, to enable their Poſ- 
terity to ſucceed to their Honours and Fſtates nor can 
this be done but by formally ereating her à Princeſs of 
the Empire; otherwiſe the Match remains diſgraceful, 


and the Wife is not even OY to bear the en | 


F +4 


Name. | | ON a 10 


3 
429  # 


Tur ſame Sort of Pride actuates their very Eccleſigy 


"tics in a Degree unknown in any other Part of Chriſt- 
endom. In moſt of, if not all, their epiſcopal Chapters, 
and many others, both Male and Female, Proofs of 
Nobility, and that of no recent Date, are required be- 


fore Admiſſion. There is even an Abbey of Monks, 


where the like Qualifications are inſiſted upon from 
ſuch as are defi rous of becoming Members of the Fra- 
ternity; and few of their great Convents, either of Men 
or Women, will accept of an Abbot, or Abbeſs, the 
Noblenels of whole Pedigree is not well aſcertained, - 
Tuis Haughtineſs of Blood often occaſions very bh 
rious Altercations, and is not unfrequently ſo fierce and 
violent, that on public Solemnities, Inſtances have been 
known of Rivals breaking through all Decorum, and 
diſturbing the Peace of the Aſſembly, ſooner than make 
the moſt trifling Conceſſion on either Side. Some- 
times it has happened that ſuperior bodily Strength has 
determined the Conteſt. Thus a Count of Weilburg 
took Precedence, by main Force, of a: Prince of Taxis, 
whoſe Title, though loftier, was inferior! in Point of An- 
. tiquity. At other Times, the Deciſion has not been fo 
brief, an Competitors have withdrawn t to ſettle Matters 


with the Point of their Swords. 
THis 


— 
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FOR Thirſt, of Pre-eminence companies, tl the Ger- 
man Nobility and Gentry, wherever the go; ans 
ten,, engages. thoſe among ems whg. are p Ieffed x 
Riches and decorated .with, the Inſignia of ſome 4 
Dn en of Orders, ,to fgligy;fuch Er mploy ments. 9 
Hill, el them. into the diffgrent Sue of Ton 


lers, when they.ca ex de fehves,9s Perions 9 


O07 A 1184 Snivig 


Ne No finall Tin ncture of this vain (3lory.is perceptible 
in Tome of "their F Princes and Soveie gns, who not ſel- 
dom.indulge ; a needleſs ad expenſive, Curioſity. in tra- 
velling, to ſcarce, any other obvious Purpoſe, . and pro: 
bably with no other Intent than, to make an empty Diſ- 
| play of their r Equipage a and edu 8 „ 00 
Nor wish awping theſe. errpngous, eine in 
ſome Parts of their Conduct, and thoſe Fail ures in their 
Judgment of Tbings, of which every Country has its 
unhappy Share; it muſt be allowed that Germany i is 
che largeſt, F ield. in Europe for -an- active Genius to 
move in. The Number of Courts and States where 
F caployment.i is to. be tound, and where Men of Capa- 
city are wanted, opens a; noble Proſpect toian-enters 
priling Spirit, conſcious of its Abilities, and of the Pro 
bability of ſucceeding with Perſeverance and Applica- 
tion. As each of theſe Courts places itſe!5 on a Level 
of Emulation with every other, whoever can forward 
their reſpective Views, 1s ſure of a Welcome ; ; and as, 
according to the predominant Schemes of thoſe who go- 
vern, and the Diverſity of. their Purſuits and Deſigns, 
"Ws 


an 
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an adequate Propurtiva er Talents, ' tual" tb Exe- 
eution of them, is fehuired; they 1090 poſſbſt thei thiilk 
be ecelfarily 'be procuted. Hence Germany abounds wh 
Peftons of Excelletce in all thofe Xebomplittiimetits that 
qualify 2 Man for <ivil' Govervitticen, and tailltar 
Chminand ; or that table him to acht Piatrelt pay 
el of all thofe Comimitfions; which the Mal- 
tipticity of © Emergeilries iticident tö a burt, is Hourly | 


giving Birth to. 


"Fort the two 140 Wars, doddehte Leif ure E 
Suit fad rendered” Germany a Scene of the moſt 
extenſive Encoutagertent to Men of In enuity in, all 
Detiominatidtis. Thoſe Arts in 5 that con- 
duet to Magtiificerite atid Embelliſhinenr, met in no 
Country with a more 'Feribrous Support and Recom- 
pence. In that Seaſon of Tranquillity, as People were 
under no Apprehetifions of internal Hoſtflifies and De- 
vaſtatvons,' they were able to give full Scope to their 
Propenfity to Splendor. Thus Architecture, Painting 
and Sculpture, Were einitternly pattohized ; and a pro- 
digious Number of Palates arid noble Edifces erected, 
and moſt ſurnpeeoufly adorned duribg ttiat happy Pe- 
riod, which laſted from the Ceffatioti of their civil Trou- 
bles in the Jaft Age, to tlie Demiſe of the Emperor 
| Charles the — 1 


— 


el Cf. 
1223 


Turnr was War 107 bf their Princes, either ſe⸗ 
them or ecclefiaſtical, who dd not lay out very conſi- 
derable Sums in the Article of Building, and all its 
numerous Concomitances: Many of tem carried their 


5 for that then previtern Mode beyond all Boands 
of 
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of Moderation, /and almoſt Credibility, when we con- 
ſider the little Proportion between the Finances and | 
the mn of ſome 1 them. 


leg boa k 3 

N᷑xx to hain the Fourteenth of F, rance, ti to 
as him Juſtice, was an illuſtrious Patron of all the fine 
Arte, no Princes in his. Time were more deſerving of 
Applauſe, in that Reſpect, than thoſe of Germany, 
Italy, Spain, and even England, which could beſt af- 
ford it, imitated him but feebly ; while the Sovereigns 
of Brandenburg, Saxony, Bavaria, and the Palatinate, 
the laſt eſpecially, by Examples of the moſt princely 
MuniWcence to Artiſts of Merit, were animating their 
Countrymen to give them the moſt —_ Countenance 
and * 5 eee 


| Tux German Princes live entirely /uo qui/que More, 
each after his own Way; and excepting the Spirit af 
Ceremoniouſneſs, in which they all agree, feem not in 
the leaſt inclined to make any particular Sovereign be- 
longing to the Germanic Body, the peculiar Obje@ of 
their Imitation, how great ſoever his Reputation or 
Power; this would be an-Avowal of his national Pre- 
- eminence, and a Sort of tacit Homage to it; \Conceſs 
fions which their Pride and Loſtineſs of Soul render 
them induſtrious to avoid. 


Tax Models, therefore, they copy after, are uſually 
fetched from other Countries; and they are very deſi 
rous of being thought the Introductors of any Improve- 
ments derived from Abroad. But even in theſe, they 
are ſtudious to ſtrike out ſuch Marks of A from 

ot the 
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the original Pattern, as may fuffcientiy ſhew them te 
be chiefly guided by their own Notions; and to ſtand in 
no Need of the Produce of foreign Invention; a Talent 
of which the Germans are fully perſuaded they poſſeſs 
a more copious Meaſure than any other n neter. 


4 4 : (4 13 $3185; 7 t 35; : Fit 7 * of . „ 63 


Tus Conſequence of this Frame of Mind i is a ve. 
markable Variety in the Humours and Mariners of their 
different Courts, which are very far from refle ing: the 
Image of each other, and in many Inſtances * as 
ow! a * as: 0 8c | IO b 

Ti HE "ame S pirit of: wabbebdenbe, alas of 7 ARR 
ple or Influence, is the Rule of their private as well as of 
their public Conduct. They ſteer their own Courſe, 
regardleſs of that purſued by others ; and herein their 
Fancics, their Whims, and their Paſſions, are princi- 
pally. conſulted ; in the Gratification of which Foy defy 
1 a, and 88 no ON. © 

Tubus be and filled his Houfold with Female 
1 whoſe Buſineſs it became to perform the 
Taſk of the Men. Another turned is Refidence into 
a Magazine of muſical Inſtruments, and beſtowed Places 
and Preferments on thoſe who deviſed the moſt curious 
in their Kind; and of one it is recorded, that he made 
it a ſtanding Regulation, to oblige thoſe to whom he 
granted an Audience, to partake of a ſtated Quantity of 
Liquor with him, before they proceeded to Buſineſs, 

A CusTom ſimilar to this laſt is pretty current in 
moſt of the German Courts; where a Vititor is ini- 

tiated, 
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tiated, and in a Manner purchaſes his Freedom, by 
ſubmitting to drink till he has loſt the Uſe of his Rea 
ſon. This Practice, however, was more prevalent for- 
merly than at preſent, eſpecially at the Palatine Court, 
when it reſidęd at Heidelberg; z Where Bacchanalian 
Meetings were often held on the Spot adjoining to the 
famous Tun; the Preſence of which, it ſeems, was 


wing PO Ap fe of th r TOW 1 


N though F colicks of this Sort a are not ſo frequent . 
as of Yore, they ; are even now far from being obſolete, 
in the eccleſiaſtical Courts particular); ; from which, A 
while Gallantry muſt, by the Rules of Decorum, be 
baniſhed ; Table-Debauchery i 1s "fo" little excluded. 
that it is carried no where elſe to a more ſhameful 
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he Habit of hard Drinking is is a Renn of that 
ancient Etiquette, if one may ſo term it, which ſubſiſt- 
ed in the Days of their Anceſtors, at the Time they 
were ſo manfully reſiſting the Invaſions of the Romans. 
As the utmoſt F rankneſs and Candour,, and a rooted 
Abhorrencę of all Manner of Diſſimulation cenſtituted 
their national Character, and were eſteemed the nobleſt 
Qualities i m human Nature, they took all Precautions to 
perpetuate ſuch a Spirit, Þy putting it out of every one's 
Power to ſwerve from it in any eſſential Matters. For 
this Reaſon, in their public Aſſemblies, whatever re- 
lated to State- Affairs was reſerved tb be debated after 
their Souls were elevated with Liquor to a Pitch of 
Boldneſs and Reſolution, that would ſcorn to admit of 
any low-minded Thought, any of thoſe timid, feebie 

| | > 3g Ideas, 
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Ideas, which; in their ſober Hours, have ſometimes: 
too much Aſcendaney over Perſons of diſcreet and cir- 
cumſpectful Difpoſitions D and engage them to conceul! 
their real Sentiments on Subjects whereon it e 
them to be open, and explicit in the fulleſt a 

to o exhibit their Minds vithout the teaft NE! 


E © t 420 7 


Bur in n NA of Time, the prdnleive intent and 
Motive of this Indulgence were forgotton; and an 
Inſtitution which, at firſt, had been attended with the 
moſt ſalutary Conſequepces, was, at laſt, converted in- 
to the moſt ignominious Abuſe, and became deſerved- 
Iy a Reproach to the German Nation, from whence i it 


ſpread t to all their Northern Neighbours, q 


Tarss ſcandalous Compotations were grown ſo 
cuſtomary in the laſt Century, that even foreign Mini- 
ſters and Ambaſſadors were not exempted from paying 
Tribute to this faſhionable Infamy at their public Re- 
ception, as was remarkably experienced by two of our 
Countrymen, the Lord Leiceſter, in his Embaſſy 
from Charles the Firſt to the Court of Datimrk, and 
Sir William Temple, when he was Tent by Charles 
the Second to negotiate a Treaty with the Biſhop of 
Munſter. Notwithſtanding they were both Mea of 
noted Sobriety, and eminent for their Wiſdom and 
philoſophical Diſpoſition, no Regard was had to that - 
Part of their Character on this Occaſion ; and they 
were obliged to comply with the eſtabliſhed Rules in 
their fulleſt Extent, 


az 


THE 
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- Tyinfecular Courts in Germany, though hot wholly 
_ aki to theſe Practices, are rather addicted to Gal- 
lantry; More indeed, as ſome have aflerted; to that re- 
fined Species which is knbwn by the Name of Phts2 
tf, than to the leſs pure and irmecent. The fame 
has been fait in Extenuation of : Cicifbeiim in Italy; 
but if any Credit is to be given to che concurring Ter. 
timony of diſcerning, impartial Obfervators, theſe 
Pretenices | have no e Foundation. 1 oi 5 

Tux Court # Diele, under the Reign K Fre- 
derie Augustus, King of Poland, was the "Center of 
the very Reverſe of platonic Paſſions; and few, if any, 
European Princes were ever ſo notorious in the Varie- 
ty of their Amours. n muſt however be confeſſed 
that he *catried them on with an Air bf Delicacy 1 
Politenels, that threw à Veil over his Irregularities, 
and rendered them leſs glaring and indecent. The 
Perſons whom he diſtinguiſhed by his ſeveral Attach- 
ments, were all of them as remarkable for their Ac- 
compliſhments of Mind, a8 for their Beauty. His 
principal Favourite, the Counteſs of Konigſmark, was. 
a Woman of the ſublimeſt Underſtanding, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of Io many amiable Qualities, that her perſonal 
Charms were the leaſt valuable of her numerous At- 
tractions. 


His Cond uRt and Behaviour with hs fair Sex was, 
in all Reſpects, accompanied with a Decorum and De- 
cency, that ſhewed he was far from being indiſcrimi- 
nate in the Choice of Women, and abandoned to the 


blind Impulſe of unſentimental Paſſion. 
Upon 


220 OF MHEI GERMANS, 


.Uponctbe- whole, the! Failings of this, celebrated 
Prince, wergredeemed:yith. his Virtues. His Mild, 
neſs of Tempera his affable. Uſage of all who approach. 
ed: him, his Liberality to his, Courtiers, his genergus 
Attention to the indigent Youth; of genteel F amilies, 
for whaſe Education and Support he made a noble acg- 
demical Foundation, his extenſive e Humanity to ſuch of 
his Subjects as had felt the Calamities of War, the' e, 
and many other Deeds of Benigniry and Munificence, 
greatly atone for his Foibles. Happy it were if all the 
Princes. who are guilty c of theſe, would allo prove as 
ſoligitoys 2 as he was to ae them by a, Parity 
of periripys Aon. Bintec 10 % N N 17; 
Fn REDERIC Auguſtus could hoaſt of. counting among 
his Subjects the Prime of all, the, German. Nation, | 
The Inhabitants of Saxony have long been eſteemed 
the moſt ſenſible and ingenious of all their Country- 
men; their Capacity is ſo well known, and ſo univer- 
fally avowed, that an Individual of that Part of Ger- 
many ſtands a fairer Chance for Promotion on that 
Account; and is frequently indebted for his Succels 
oyer Competitors to that Cauſe alone ; : fo. prevalent 
33 the Opinion entertained by the Public in their 


4 


| Favour. RE 
* ATV? 
THE Saxons are ſo remarkable for natural Courage, 
as well as for bodily Stoutneſs and Activity, that the 
great Guſtavus Adolphus cnjoined” his Generals to re- 
cruit his Arm'es principally from Saxony. Beſide the 
Qualities Nature has given! them for the Field, they are 
no leſs noted for thoſe that fir a Man for the e ar- 
82 duous 
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duous Undertakings, either ſtudious qr political. They 


are indefatigable in their Purſuits, and diſplay the moſt 
laborious Perſeverance in their Application to Arts ani 
Sciences, wherein they have produced the. moſt illuſt- 
rious Names of all Germany. Neither are they infe- 
rior in the Accompliſhments and Talents that ſecure an 
agreeable Reception, and prove ſo effectua ly inſtrumen- 
tal to Advancement in Courts; a: Stage whereon they 
uſually act their Parts to Admiration; as they are com- 
plete Maſters of that Suppleneſs and Condeſcenſion of 
Behaviour, which gain Partiſans and Well wiſhers, 
and gf that Subtlety and Penetration which turn every 
Circumſtance to Advantage. To this may be added. a 
Vivacity of Diſpoſition, that peculiariſes them from all 
the reſt of the Germans, and renders their Society high- 
ly acceptable; and by circulating a Spirit of Pleaſure, 
affords them Occaſions of manifeſting their Wit and 
Readineſs of Thought, wherein they incomparably ex- 
cel their Countrymen, as they do alſe in the ſecondary 
Branches of polite Endowments; ſuch as a Propriety 
of Taſte for Magnificence in their Apparel, Eurniture, 
Diverſions, and every other Department of Expence; 
in all which they poſſeſs the valuable . of uniting 
Splendor with Oeconomy. 


THE Saxon Women yield in nothing to the Men, 
and are equally accounted the firſt in Germany. Their 
Perſcns are fo ſureriorly charming and preferable in 
whatever can recommend them to the Notice of Man- 
kind, that the German Youth often viſit Saxony in queſt 
of Companions for Life. Excluſive of their Beauty and 


Comel meſs of Appearance, they are brought up in the 
Know- 


» 
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Knowledge of all thoſe Arts, both ufeful and ornamen- 
tal, that are ſo brilliant an Addition to their native At- 
tractions. But what chiefly inhances their Value, and 
gives it Reality and Duration, is a Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per and a Feſtivity of Diſpoſition, that never fail to en- 
dear them on a very flight Acquaintance. To crown 
all, they generally become Patterns of conjugal Tender- 
neſs and Fidelity; and as their natural Frankneſs ſets 
them above Diflimulation, they love to the laſt, wan 
re have beſtowed their ons. $0 £3549 
Tar tlc Charms for which the "EME Women 
are fo juſtly celebrated, are likewiſe no ſmall Induce- 
ments for the Votaries of Gallantry to give them un- 
rivalled Preference in Quality of Miſtreſſes, a Scene of 
Life for which ſuch of them as embrace it, are per- 
fectly calculated; as they excel in the Allurements of 
Dreſs and Decoration, are uſually ſkilful in Muſic ; 
and from their innate Livelineſs, extremely ad- 
diced to all the gay Kind of Amuſements ; to ſay no- 
thing of their Facetiouſneſs and Ingenuity, of which 
moſt Saxon Women have no trifling Share ; as they 


are uncommonly careful to improve their Minds by 
Reading and inſtructive Converſation. 


Fax different from this Character is that of the Wo- 
men in moſt other Parts of Germany, particularly of the 
Auſtrian, who ſeem to form no imperfect Contraſt to 
them in moſt Things. Notwithſtanding the Advan- 
tages of Size and Make, their Looks and Features, 
though not unſightly, betray a Vacancy of that Life 
and Spirit, without which, Beauty is unintereſting; | 

and 
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and like a mere Picture, becomes utterly void of that 
Indication of Senſibility, which alone can awaken a 
Delicacy of Feeling. As their Education is conducted 
by the Rules of the groſſeſt Suporſtition, and they are 
taught little elſe than ſet Forms of Devotion, they ar: 
rive to Vears of Maturity uninſtructed in the Uſe of 
their Reaſon, and uſually continue profoundly ignorant 
the Remainder of their Days, which are ſpent, or ra- 
ther loitered away in Apathy and indolence.- Having 
learned none ofthe ingenious Methods of making Time 
fit lightly, their Hours of Leiſure, which their Inac- 
tivity ſwells to a large Amount, are heavy and oppreſ-. 
five; and from their Want of almoſt all Sort of Know- 
ledge, the Subjects of their Diſcourſe are poor and in- 
ſipid to a wretched Degree. So irkſome, even to 
themſelves, is that Kind of Society which conſiſts in a 
Communication of Thoughts, that Dreſs and Diver- 
fion are the only Refuge from the Tediouſneſs which 
hangs over the general Tenour of their Lives. But 
whatever they attempt in either ſhews an Abſence of all 
Taſte and Elegance; ſuch as one may naturally ex- 
pect from their Poverty, and Barrenneſs of Fancy; 
and they are obliged to borrow from Abroad all that is 
tolerable in theſe two Articles. 


Tux principal Happineſs of the Auſtrian Ladies of 
Faſhion, conſiſts in ruminating on the Dignity of their 
Birth and Families; the Antiquity of their Race; the 
Rank they hold; the Reſpect attached to it; and the 
Prerogatives they enjoy over the inferior Claſſes, whom 
they treat with the utmoſt Superciliouſneſs, and hold in 


the moſt unreaſonable Contempt. In the mean while, 
3 their 
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their domeſtic Affairs are condemned to the moſt unac- 
countable Neglect. They dwell at Home, careleſs of 
what paſſes there, and ſuffer Diſorder and Confuſiob 
to prevail without feeling the leaſt Diſq uietude. Great 
Frequenters of Churches, their Piety is mad e up of 
the ſtricteſt Conformity in all the Exteriors of Religion. 
They profeſs the moſt boundleſs Belief, or rather Cre- 
dulouſneſs, in all the filly Legends with which their 
Treatiſes of Devotion are filled; and theſe are the 
only Books they ever read. The Coldneſs of their 
Conſtitution occaſions a Species of regulated Gallantry, 
which is rather the Effect of an Opinion that it is an 
Appendage of high Life, than the Reſult of ther: na- 
tural inclination. 5 #62 | 


- To make up, however, in ſome Sort, for the Se- 
verity of theſe Strictures, it muſt alſo be allowed that 
the Auſtrian Women are endowed with a great Fund of 
Sincerity and Candour ; arid though too much on the 
 Referve, and prone to keep an unneceſſary Diſtance, 
are yet capable of the trueſt Attachment, and always 
warm and zealous in the Cauſe of thoſe whom they 
have admitted to their Friendſhip. A peculiar Excel- 
lence in their Character, is, that they are utter Stran- 
gers to Coquetry, and are frank and ingenuous in all 
Matters of Love ; wherein, when they do engage, 
their Diſintereſtedneſs and Generoſity are conſpicuous; 
and, in a great Meaſure, ſupply the Defect of Ge 
ſprigb tly and entertaining Qualifications. | 


Tar People of Auſtria are evlitcle noted for Emi- 


nence of Parts as any in all Germany. A Vein of Hea- 
vineſs 
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vinels and. Torpidity is viſible in all Claſſes, and in- 
fluences "their moſt trivial Proceedings. In no Chuntry 
Whatever will a Traveller find leſs Reſources f Im- 
| provement or Pleaſure among the Natives. "he low- 
er Tribes are o groſs and vulgar, that they may well 
paſs among the Germans, as the Bceotians did among 
the ancient Greeks, for the dulleſt of all their Coun- 
trymen. Their principal Merit is Simplicity and 
Domnrightneſs,; 3 and! it were Injuſtice not to allow them 
an abundant Meaſure of that Fidel Germanica et fF incera, 
that ſtaunch German Honeſty, to uſe the Expreſſion of 
a celebrated Prince of the Empire to an Engliſh Ambaſ- 
Tador, for which the Generality of helf Cdumtymen 
are 1 deſervedly fenowned, 8 9 
| Tar higher Ranks are Amel inicceſtible, unlels 
they are addreſſec by Perſons whoſe Titles are adequate 
Xo their own. But none are eſteemed fuct at” Vienta, 
_ unleſs they are conferred by the Empel; ; who belbg 
reputed the firſt Sovereign in Chriſtendom, 'i is therefore 
conſidered by them, as the prime Fountain 'of Honour 
and Dignity ti-roughout the whole World. Elated by 
theſe Motives they look upon themſelves as ſuperior to 
the Nobility of all other Countries, and hold in a ſe- 
condary Light the DidinAions proceeding. from foreign 
Courts. wy 


Tux Piide of ſome Nations who deem. themſelves 
preferable to others, and equal to the moſt illuſtrious, 
has no unſolid Foundations; and though Vain-Glory 
deſ:rves Rebuke, and Modeſty becomes Nations as 
well as Individuals, yet when famous Names are cited, 


Vox. II. | . and 
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i bn 
and cplebrated Archiovemnents in the Annals of Peace 


and War produced in Support of ſuch Pretenſions, 
the World is is ready enough to excuſe a little Exceſs of 
Boaſting and Preſumption. But when a People ut- 
terly void of any of thoſe conſpicuous Qualities on 
which the Fame and Reputation of a Country depend, 

is guilty of the abſurd Confidence to aſpire at the Su- 
"premacy , of Renown, and to believe themſelves reſpect- 
able beyond all others, then, indeed, they fully autho- 
| ile the ſevereſt Confutation of their . | 

mY ney bf ; 

8 UcH 8 the Caſe of the nen whoſe 
PREG in this Particular is unſufferable; - and. who, 
with all their Haughtineſs, have no other Right to the 
Pre-eminence they claim, than that of a Multitude of 
ſonorous Titles, with which the Bearers are more ele- 
3 vated here than i in any other Part of Europe ; ſeeming 
| abſolutely to forget by what Means they are often pro- 
cured, and on whom they are as often beſtowed ; and 
provided they can be obtained, think themſelves juſ- 
tifiable in the Opinion they immediately aſſume of their 
b perſonal Merit and Importance, and in undervaluing 
all who are not diſtinguiſhed by ſome nominal Deco- 
ration. Though ſuch an Infatuation is not unknown 
| in other European Courts, it reigns with double Force 
at the Imperial; where an untitled Man is a Being in- 
admiſſible among the Great, and cannot challenge the 
Appellation of a Perſon of F aſhion. 


whe 6 of the Auſtrian Courtiers conſiſts in 
the moſt ſumptuous Extravagance in their Tables, 
Egquipages, and Retinue ; ; in which they are faithfully 
copied 
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copied by their Inferiors, who ſeldom, indeed, eed, can 
difcovey in the whole of their Condu@, any other Sub- 
jeR of Imitation; and who, like their Superiors,' ſeem 


inferfibleof any other Method of n en ö 


ſelves to eee erg, 1 ee 

. 9 7 14 | 5 a % 

This Hs wagons Account of the Notions and 

Manners of ſuci'as compoſe the genteel Claſſes; in 

whom an aſpiring Temper, and a reſtleſs Thirſt of 

titular Aggrandiſement, is more IG Fm among 
their Equals in any other Country. 


Ir would be an inequitable Omiſſion however, tq 
paſs over unnoticed the Merits of their military Liſt 
a Body of Men who have given ſo many. ſignal Praofs 
of the moſt heroic Courage ; and whoſe Aptitude for 
War yields to that of no People whatever. Vet oven 
here, they have hoen generally hut the Inſtruments of 
more able Artiſts. Nature ſeems to have formed them 
rather for Soldiers, than Commanders; and the Houſe 
of Auſtria has moſtly owed its Advancement, its Gran: 
deur, and its Preſervation, to other Abilities than were 
found in its native Soil. | | 

bor fuck is the Prejudice of the Auſtrians in Fa- 
vour of their own Character, rhat it would be danger- 
ous to mention theſe Truths among them. Perſuadad 
as they are of the Greatneſs of their Genius and Capa- 
city, they would fain aſcribe to theſe the Riſe and 
Power of their Soyereigns : While, at the ſame Time, 
the Coneurrence of fortunate Accidents is ſo well 
known throughout the political World, to have bean 
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the>real-Baſis of the Auſtrian Greatneſs, that a cele- 
brated Painter, ſo long ſince as the Days of Charles 
the Fifth, repreſented Fortune and Hymen bringing 
to that Prinee the Crowns and armorial Enſigns of 


thoſe Countries, of which his Family had gained the 


Poſſeſſion by lucky Caſualties, or by Marriage; to 
which laſt and 54 Cauſe of. its e is due 
115 A ret 
Belle reren al, t, '/elix ah nube ; 
Nam quae Mars ahis, dat tibi Regna Venus. 


Let others wage War; thou, happy Auſtria, marry; 
for Realms, which Man 1 ita to When, Venus be- 
tan wah N N Swan le, of t 


3: 2 T3 7 


7 4 WITH 


2 Wytn it is „ ſaid that Views n with 8 


Counts, and Barons, little morè remains to be told; 
and they whote Motives for viſiting foreign Countries, 


are either Inſtruction or Curioſity, - will do well to 


ſhorten their Stay here, leſt the Contagion of Haugh- 
tineſs and Self- conceit ſhould infe&t them; Vices 
which ſeem to; be epidemical among Perſons of any 
Birth or Rank in this Part of Germany. 


Tun State of Literature and Learning is very low 
at Vienna; and flouriſhes but little in any of the Au- 
ſtrian Dominions. The Truth is, that none of the 
Family have ever been very zealous Patrons of the 
Muſes, but rather choſe to exert their Warmth in the 
Propagation of the Romiſh Tenets, to which no Princes 
were ever more velenty and more fatally devoted, 

Number- 


* 
2 


Numberleſs have been the 8 occaſioned, by 


their religious Perſecutions ; ; and their intemperate At- 
tachment to Popery has more than once expoſed them, 


ta the moſt ene e of +. total, e and 
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oT\katyedmd Spirit of that Houſe df Auttris how long. . 


been proverbial. Notwithſtanding they have ſeveral, 
Times been reduced to the Neceſſity of -begging fon 
Aſſiſtance at every Prince's Door, as Bolingbroke empha- 
tically expreſſes it, yet in the midſt: of this Humiliationꝭ 
they have preſerved a Stile of Imperiouſaeſs and: Anwar, 
gance, the more blameable, as it might have proved 
eſſentially detrimental to their Intereſt, if the Powers. 
with whom they had to deal; 0 becn-equally tenaci- 
ous of — 4 WY. nit t 
. PSbbs © 015 ann my 

ok whenchs Emperor/Legpold had. ee 
from the moſt deplorable Situation, chiefly by the Treas 
ſures and the Arms of England ; and when encourag- 
ed and invited by the ſame Power, he had committed 


to its Truſt and Protection the Hopes and Claims of his 


Son Charles to the Crown of Spain, he ſtill, in his 
epiſtolary Correſpondence with the Engliſh, Court, re- 
tained a ceremonious Air of Superiority, and treated it 
in the Stile rather of a Sovereign wha graciouſly receives 
the Services juſtly due, and faithfully paid by a loyal, 
affectionate Subject, than of a needy Ally, whoſe All 
was at Stake, and whoſe Safety depended on the gene- 
rous Support of the Potentate he ran the Riſk of offend- 
ing by this dangerous Diſplay of unſeaſonable Vanity. 
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Ir ns ten been a Matter bf Surptive to thoſe who 
have Rudied the Temper of the Germans, and are well 
verſed in their Hiſtory, that à Nution ſo rough, fb Wur- 
Bke, ſo ftout, and intrepid, fotuld Save ſubmitted to 
the arbitrary Government that ſo generally prevails it 
that extenſive Region. In the Time of the Romans, 
they were the oy free Pedple; and from them Free- 
det fpreac itſelf through Europe of the. Roins of the 
Rimali Empire. But the Wonder ebafes, when we 
releX'that-the Germans were overcome by Nations 
deſcended From themſelves; and who, on lxaving their 
native Se, m order to conquer and ſettbe in others, 
did not degenerate, but preſerved entire che Reſolution 
and Bravery, as well us the hardy Manners of their Aa 
ceſtors; towhick'by their Mixture with the People, 
whoſe Subjection to the Romans they had transferred 
to themſelves, they added thoſe Arts and Improvements 
which Rome, by its numerous wech had N 
— e BA tid oh 01 [7 | 
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"Two: 8 mo th. he Wade es che Wes 
ern Empire, utidertbok to eiviliae and reduce the Ger- 
mans under his Obedience, he attacked them with Ar- 
mies compoſed of Men, not only as valiant and robuſt 
as they, but better armed and diſciplined ; and wholly 
untainted with that Effeminacy which had been the 
chief Cauſe of the Romans being fotmerly overthrown, 
in ſpite of their ſuperior Khowled ge in military Affairs. 
Vet even with ſuch Men, he found it n eafy Taſk to 
ſubdue the Germans, whoſe invincible Attachment to 
Liberty animated them to the moſt violett and repeated 
Struggles to maintain it. 
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— Wang © en. of 125 he e ans 
 manifeſigd do bolg a Determination J purebale = 
pendence. at any are ri from pecu miary ; Con- 
ſidęratiens, partly; from the eiten A Pbreben⸗ e 
lion. of not being able tc to alle: ſſert their, Authority, ] rinces 
thought it prudent t. to give up, their - Pretenſions « of Qs; 
Vergignty.. over them, Theſe Cities, t thus emancipated, 
from Tyranny, formed, themſelves into; Common- 
wealths, and entered into Leagues for their reciprocal 
Security and Defence. This gave R Riſe to the famous 
Anſeatic Aſſociation, which became ſo formidable as, 
ta command Ref) ec from the moſt | powerful Monarchs. 
They continued i in this proſperous Situation till about 
the middle of the Grteenth Century, when, through 
Djſunion among Lt and the gaga Conſul, 
on of the Times, a Door was opened for the Renewal 
of Claims againſt them ; which, however, were op- 
poſed with proper Vigour, thoꝰ too oſten unſucceſl. 
fully ; as after the Diſſolution of their, common All- 
ance, they had ſingly to withſtand the Efforts of each 
reſpective Pretender. Theſe Diſputes, frequently 
dropped and reſumed, were not fully terminated till 
the general Pacification produced by the Treaty, of 
Weſtphalia ; when the ſeveral, Cities now. enjoying 
Freedom, and ſtiled imperial, were confirmed in the 
Poſſeſſion of their various Immunities and Privileges; 
which have been uninterrupted to this 8 85 fert 
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Tust Cities ate Aill numerous: d nd fuller of Trade 
and Riches tha My others in Gbrihany ; and fföm 
the greater Abe ce Canbernendles and Accom? 

modations of all Kinds, are "any of them Places of 

Fegerl Refort for the politer Claſſes; eſpecially from 
thoſe Parts that are der ine DothiHith of Princes, 
whoſe Subj ects are glad of Opportuntties to vifit thefe: 
Seats of Liberty ; to which,” froh ine Crows tät 
often fill them, one "may no b unfairly conclude tllat 
Men are draun by 4 abr Attradibn” not the ſeſs 
ſtrong and cogent for being mel imperceptible 
and itivolved with ther Metises. eee, 
ot ien welt n ee en. On n l v 

Far Takabitanis of thefe Cities "always were, an 
are fill, the moſt eminent for Ingenuity and Tadutth 
of all their Country Their Xbilities i in all Sorts 
of manual Arts have ds ſhone forth with diftingviſh- 
ed Luftre £ and many of their —— have made 
A i capithr Figate in the commercial World. If France 
boaſts a Jaques Coeur, and e Sir Thomas 
Greéſham, Germany produced a Fugger, naar url 
rous of proc of Charles the Fifth, in the Remit 
tance of che immenſe Sums due to him from that Eu 
peror, was never' furpaſſed, ** ever cqualſed?' = BE 
3 nene 
5 — } 2 Yo 81998. O90 4 
> A#Rbboute is is often had to the rich Wenne ofe 
theſe Towhs by the indigent Princes, their /Neigh- 
bours, it is no Wonder if they are proud of their 
Wealth; and if their Magiſtrates,” and patrician Fa- 
milies, are apt to ſhow a Conſciouſneſs of their Weight 


and Conſequence, which is rather offenſive to thoſe 
8 | of with 
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with whom they have Concerns, -nhdc[odnienes-itdi 
Sfratigers who'ttavel under the Protection of à Title, 
and are not à little amazed at e ee "Regard it pro- 
cies ow n Tuch Places. ö £97 


oa 


2010 l ie u e army? ch 20 1998 5 
tee was one of thoſe Countries to hin 


Lewis the F ofifteefithiof' France did eſſential Service 
by” the Expulfion!"6f his Proteſtant” Subjects. The 


Piltecs of Gef mat had Senſe enough to receive them 
With open Arts, and to give them all the Encourages 


ment which Humanity and good Policy could ſuggeſt! 
AS they came not empty- handed; they facilitated every 
Meaſure taken in their Behalf; and very ſoon moſt 


amply rewarded their ProteQors, by the Introduction 
of many valuable Brariches' of Jucrative Buſineſo into 
their Dominions. In æ ſhort Time the Aſpect of thoſe 


Cities and Territories where they ſettled, was totally 


changed; and à Spirit of beneficial Activity viſtbly 


took Place, ef the Tardineſs and Want of Vigour and 


Skill i in the Occupations of Peace, which had been oc- 
caſioned by their long domeſtic Diſſentions, and were 
Exits that required perhaps no 308 uncommon a go 
ones to be completely cured. TR PEI 0094 
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A MouLTITUDE cf Perſons emitzenr i Anne or 14. 
terature, and other liberal Accompliſhments,' were an 


Honour to this prodigious Emigration of a People; 


whoſe Flight from their native Country was influenced 
by the moſt laudable Motives that can actuate the Souls 
of Men, thoſe of Conſcience and” Religion; of their 
Sincerity i in the Principles of which they undoubtedly 


gave the moſt illuſtrious and convincing Teſtimonies; 
if 


* 


Py 
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if ſueh may be deemed a. voluntary Exile from the 
Land of their Birth, theo Lo of, their, Inheritance, 
aud the Deprivation of all Hopes of exer rępaſſeſſing or 
reviſiting what was thus forſaken, Add to this the Un- 
certainty of their future Fortunes in foreign Parts; the 
inevitable Diſfeulties that muſt-have. accompanied, ſo 
hazardous a Retse#t ; as the very Diſcovery of their In- 
tentions, and even Wiſhes to attempt it, were ſuffici- 
ent to render them criminal in the Eye of their Perſe- 
eutors, and to ſubjeR them to the, ſeygreſt Penaltisg. 
But all theſe Conſideratianz could not deter them from 
their Purpoſe, It was hut juſt therefore, after manifeſting 
to much Refalution, and making ſuch Sacrifice, that 
their Reception every where ſhould be attended with ſo 
many Proofs of Reſpeqt and Benevolence from * 
among whoes der dat the Pier of their Rehe. 
| «Mem Country benefitted moſt. by theſe celebrated 
Exiles was Brandenburgh z the Soygreign of Which, 
at that Time, was the truly great Elector, F reden 
William, whaſe heroic Virtues and Abilities laid the 
Foundation of the ſubſequent Grandeur of his Family. 
This excellent Prince, whoſe Goodneſs « of Heart and 
Magnanimity of Soul were always prompting him to 
undertake or encourage whatever could conduce to the 
Intereſt of the, Public, moſt readily embraced this Op- 
portunity of promoting it, and of ſignalizing his muni- 
ficeat Diſpoſition. He afforded accordingly the moſt 
generous Aſſiſtance to the French Refugees, at the 
Head of hom Was the famous Marſhal Schomberg; ; 
fr whom, and (the principal Gentlemen that accompa- 
nied him, be made a moſt liberal Proviſign ; appoint- 
| ing 
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ing him to the ſupreme Command of his Armies, and 
beſtowing all Manner of Preferments on his Country- 
men; whoſe Gratitude and Zeal in the Service of that 
worthy Prince, and of his Succeſſors, have, on _ 
Qccaſions, been highly meritorious. ' 


THESE 1 Colonies of French, thus diſperſ- 
ed vver all Germany, diffuſed a Spirit of Politeneſs and 
Improvement throughout the Nation, of which it ſtood 
much in Need at that Period. It had, in a manner, 
but lately emerged from civil Diſtractions; and the 
Face of the Land yet bore the Marks of the ſavage 
Fury that had fo unrelentingly deſolated its moſt beau- 
tiful Cities and-Provinces. But this Tranſplantation 
among them of a People, then the moſt improved of 
all Europe, quickly rouſed their Endeavours to attain 
a Degree of Perfection, equal to that of which their 
new Gueſts were making fo advantageous a Diſplay in 
the many Undertakings which the Princes, in whoſe 
Dommions they had fixed their DA antruſted to 
their fuperior Abilities, 


To this happy Emulation Germany owes the Re- 
newal of her former Splendor, and the Amelieration 
of theiuſeful, as well as of the ornamental Branches 
of Knowledge and Ingenuity. Many an immenſe, in- 
_ hoſpitable Tract, never:cultivated>before, or long ne- 
glected, was tilled and made proſimable. New/Sources 
of Fertility were diſcovered, by adopting more effactual 
Methods of Agriculture; and Diſtriẽts heretofore poor, 
and almoſt deſtitute of Inhabitants, became remarka- 
ble for Riches and Popufoufnefs. 


Wikis 


* 
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Wnorx Towns were founded and peopled by theſe 
French Adventurers; and fome of the principal of the 
ancient Cities received an additional Splendor from the 
eompleter Paſte in Architecture, which they intro 
duced in thoſe Quarters * — for their 
Relidence. 


* * mn N 4 3 
i. 4 8.4 #, 4 24 $ * 8 : 12 's «ad <> . bo ; Na 1 "£3 
a 5 1. 71 * 43 1 1 * 


* K were Ades to euere db Advantages that 


acerued to Germany from this Intermixture of its Na- 
tives with thoſe of France; the Sprightlinefs of which 
laſt, gradually blending itſelf with the Solidity of the 
former, contributed to make them a much more agree. 
able and engaging People. The Spirit of Society ſuc- 
ceeded that Solemnity.and Reſerve which had ſo long 
caſt-a-Gloom over all their mutual Intercourſe. In a 


few Yearsſeveratofi the German Courts were allowed, 


even by the French, to be complete Patterns of polite 
Feſtivity; and if we except an. Attachment to need- 
leſs Formalities, which however exclude not Mirth 
and good Humour, it cannot be denied that they 


are perfectly converſant in the Science of elegant 


RET. 


— N a 
* 


In bene Life, Gaicty: in Coaverfation obtained the 


| ide over convivial Debauchery ; and the Enjoy- 


ment of Wit and Pleaſure of Diſcourſe were propoſed 
as the Motives of reciprocal Frequentation, which was 
ſeaſoned with a * of Breeding hitherto 
un know. 0 


Such was the happy Reformation of Manners for | 
which the Germans were indebted to the French; 
whoſe 
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whoſe- Ways and; Cuftoms met with a general Adoption, 
and whoſe Language grew the favourite one at divers 
Courts; and was, by no few of their Litterati, ſub- 
| Gituted in the Room of the Latin, which alone had 


long been thought e Birds Ven: 4 
-er . 


3 90 14 2 
'T _ 1 of hag F —_ to he Laio 3 
proved in Courſe of Time a material Step to the Im- 
provement of their own; as it was natural to conclude 
that i it might attain a like Degree of Embelliſhment 
and Perfection, through the ſame Proportion of Study 
and Care which had raiſed the Reputation of the other. 
Hence, in a ſhort Lapſe of Years, the Germans made 
a great Progreſs i in poliſhing and bringing it to a Stand- 
ard of Elegance, Energy, and Preciſion; and they 
now can juſtly boaſt of ſeveral Writers. of approved 
Merit, on a Variety of Subjects; 5 to ſay nothing of 
the excellent Tranſlations they have made of the 


pfingipal Authors both ancient and modern, 


* humane Treatment of the F cench didthe more 
Honour tothe Good-Nature; Diſcernment, and Equity 
of the Germans, as it happened at the very Time that 
Lewis the Fourteenth was committing thoſe Enormities 
in the Palatinate, which had rendered him an Object 
of Execration to all Europe. But the German Princes 
had too much Senſe and Honour, to confound the In- 
nocent with the Guilty; and ſtill continued their gene- 
rous Behaviour to his unfortunate Subjects. 


In 
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- In Return for the Tyranny and Barbarities he had 
exerciſed over the latter, it was but natural theſe ſhould 
become his moſt violent and implaeable Enemies. 
Such of them as entered into the military Service of the 
Powers at War with him, proved, "accordingly, the 
moſt forward and daring on every Occaſion, and in- 
ceſſantly ſought Opportunities to glut a Revenge that 
had ſufficient Cauſe to be boundleſs and inſatiable. 

This Inveteracy, though venalor ſhallow Writers have 
had the Audacioufnefs, or Abſurdity, to reprehend it, 
the unanimous Voice o the py. gee World has 
moſt wore — | 


Anon the many Herb eotiche by u this Sa. of 
Refentment, none ſignaliged themſelves more than 
thofe who fought under German Banners. They fur- 
niſhed the Forces of the Proteſtant Princes with Officers 
of conſummate Experience and Bravery ; ſome of 


vhom diſplayed ſuch uncommon Talents in their Pro- 


feſſion, as to be preferred, tho' Strangers, to the 
Command of Armies. Their Deſcendants bear the 
fame Character, and afford ſome of the moſt nn 
Generals in ay at this Dus 


- GERMANY was eyes proper a Country as any 


the French Proteſtants could have pitched upon for a 
Retreat from religious Perſecution, on Account of the 
Lenity and Moderation that prevail there in Affairs of 
a ſpiritual Nature. No greater Proofs of their recipro- 


cal Toleration can be given, than that ſome of their 


Cathedral Chapters are compoſed of an equal Number 
of Proteſtants and Romaniſts ; and that even Biſhops 
are 
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are choſen by Turns out of mY Petſuaſwn. Some 
6f their Princes Have carried this happy Temperanet 
of Diſpoſition to a very laudable Height. The firſt 
King of Pruſſia, took a remarkable Opportunity of 
teſtifying his Deſire to bring about a cortital Vnion 
between the Epiſcopal and Prefbyterian Parties, by ap- 
pointing two Biſhops, though he was himfelf a'Calve- 
niſt, to officiate at his Coronation, ahdW@Howitiy, at tlie 
ſame Time, of ſome particular Forms arid Ceremo- 
nies, but ill agreeing with the Notioris ef "the latter 
Seck. n N ee 34 $4418 


Ir muſt, however, be acknodledgedd that W Le- 
nity in Church-Matters, though general, is far frotn 
being univerſal ; and it unhappily remains to be wiſh- 
ed, rather than expected, that ſome of them would 
remit of their Severity againſt the Members of other 
 Communions. Proteſtants and Romanifts are equally 
blameable i in this Reſpect; but the Tenaciodfiteſs bf 
the former in the various Notions that occafionMifut- 
derſtandings among them, is often productive uf the 
moſt uncharitable and ſcandalous Treatment of each 
other, the more criminal, as theit Differences of Opi- 
nion are on titling, uneſſential Avticlts, 


 NoTHING has been more detrimental to the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt than theſe abſurd Altercations about 
5 Things of no Importance; and it is much to be la- 
mented, that after ſo nobly ſhaking off the Voke bf 
Papacy, they did not make it a common Cauſe ; arid 
remain firmly united in Friendſhip and Communica- 
b * of — for the Safety and Preſervation of 
their 
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their n againſt the Machinations of A Foe, 


- whoſe. Implacability they were ſoon taught by by fatal 


er. . . 


* * * * I 
\ # 


Tur 8 preceding that of 1 had 287 
ſhewn what they were to expect who. durſt aſſume the 
Character of Reformers : : The Fate of the unfortunate 
John Huſs, and. Jerom of Prague, had given Man- 


kind ſufficient, Warning. But the Courage of Luther 


was Proof againſt all Intimidations. Never was any 
Man better calculated for the Work he took in Hand, 


nor knew more properly how to avail himſelf of the 


Diſreſpect and Averſion which the Proceedings of the 
See of Rome had ſo deſervedly met with. His Pene- 
tration and Diſcerament led him to perceive the Time 
was come. for a more ſucceſsful Oppoſition ; and his 


Reſolution i in perſevering, was equal to the Confidence 
he had ſhewn in commencing ſo dangerous a Taſk. 
His perſonal Intrepidity was ſuch, that notwithſtand- 


ing the Advice of his Friends, inforced by the two 


- dreadful Examples above- mentioned, he ventured him- 


ſelf in the midſt of his Enemies; and appeared i in the 


Preſence of the Emperor, and in the Face of the Diet 
of the whole Germanic Empire, as A Champion ready 


to aſſert the Goodneſs of his Cauſe againſt all Opponents. 


© 0G 10 . SLA a Heal it was Natural the 
Members ſhould act with Spirit. We find according- 


ly, that in a little Time the Reformation had made ſo 


rapid a Progreſs, as to defy the utmoſt Efforts of the 
papal Party, and to promiſe a ſettled and laſting Proſpe- 
rity; which, however, was not purcliaſed without pay- 
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ing the Price bf much Blood, and, aanyinoing the Der- 
ſecutors of the Proteſtants, by the moſt invincible Re-, 
fiſtance, that theſe were determined to ſhed their laſt 
W than ſubm itt 4 
7199 1: it nt Hie #! ni 1 * ae Stuart? 
e the aſiddle of che laſt C * 1 
Sword of religious Fury was ſtiegthede neuer, it is rea - 
foirably preſumed, to bs drawi : again the Froteſtants 
have increaſed in gtrength and Riches, and conſtitute 
undbubtedly, at preſentʒ as teſpetable a Body at lexſti ad 
their Antagoniſts j ch Ht pretend to. vie with thema 
in the Arts of Induſtry and Commerce ʒ ab theſe have 
in tkeir Foſſeſſion; the principal Imperial Ces, where 
on, and where a Eroſpec ofi the ibergyipreteiling) | 
there inxites Numbers to ſettle 3 wWHieHH xy augments; | 
their Wealth and Importance; theſe Acceſſions of In- 


haechitants! being compoſed of Perſotis of Property, br 
ol thoſe en are caleulatag, fur the. Acquib- 


tion ot it. 3 25297291 0 142. 11 of * oy. „ENA. T2 £31 34446536 1 
o ad 1 „ede cl 1 1i3 0. wb: 142 1 
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| Me e eee Join withpuridjealousEyay: 
that che Romiſhectleſaſtieal Princes belwold! this iſupe- 
riot Felicity uf a Peuplł for hom wiimever their ex- 


teriot Conduct nay appbar, thx entertaim a ferret Ab- 
horrence; when they recolle& what immenſe Poſſeſſi⸗ 


ons have been torn from them by theſe Upſtarts, as 
they ſtile, in the Bitterneſs of their Hearts, all who 
| oy os tle their W o 1 


— * 1 ? 
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Bor, if Ambition could be Caiated;cthe Popiſh 


en in Germany, Rl. retain ſuch a Proportion of 
Vol. II. Me Opulence 
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| the Right of epiſcopal Election is veſted. in the Members 
_ ef the various Chapters; and every Biſhop thus choſen 


becomes innediately/a- Sovereign; | Some of the fineſt 


aid moſe fertile Countries in all Germany, are the 


Patrimony ofthe Chutch ;: and beſmles the three eg - 
ddeſiuſtic al Etedlors, "whoſe Grandeur and Prerogatives 
a ell knowny there ate chers hardly, if at all, their 


Infetiors\' Moſb of them diplaꝝ a!Magnificence cqual 


torthae oÞKinge 526d there is ni ond of them whoſe 
Revenacti ano dq princely... Lven the | ſecondary 
Churex· ni un are fo noble we plentiful, that none 
put Peffonx M Birth are darmel worthy of hmm 

by to fe n o 9127 . oαοf. bak isse 1%. 

as ecclefiaſtital Nee and: Eſtatbe, 
are dyaun be Funds that fupport ſo many of the great 
Families in Germany, and ſo often reſtore to their an- 
cient Splendor ſuch as are gone to Decay. The Pro- 
motion: to a Mitre amply enables the Wearer to provide 


maſt liberally f every Relation, however needy:.or 


avaricious n “Mu Prebend of the middlingi Sort 
faficiently _ a CC fg 


e 1 5h Wurd d 5: 
* 47 , 5 0 I | „ 8 
271 J YU *' 21 14 KT, 


Taha dads no li Ls RE hols 
Hierarchy, both ſecular and regular, is on ſo bene - 
cial and reſpectable a F ooting. The Regard paid even 
uten n is 1 that an Abbeſs of a6er - 

Is $4 5 =p wit 
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tain celebtated Abby in Prague,” tnjey's — 4 
of crowning the Queen of Bokemia,”t © 


goter of theſe clerical Pritices kack a vary nie 
Arend and ſeem wholly! taken up in militaf/ 
Octupationd a ü ſortifyimg their Towers x" laying 
up Magazines and Stores'$| and; makicng; Preptrations 
far the moſt vigotous' Defence aglinſt ad) Enetry 
Owiers have gone further g ſuectłr ai ti oelehrated Ber- 
nad Vam Galem of Munſter, whoſe Furn was: entire- 
Iy martial, and ere e ny 
ne ce rer eg OT es 
„ amtfilsb 07 en ef oi Sin 5 418 
at Oandut and ;Bebbriobr, Sf tue pack 


clearly eflough that perſona} Aggrandifemant was die 
Motive that influenced their Vocation. This, indeed, 


i theGaſe with moſt.of 1he younger Sons of Sovereign 


Hou, atrongithale of the Romiſh: Perſuaſion ;, who 
wa be nb adopted andther Piece of Policy, nat a. little 
| 2 to the ſtrengthening of their Party and that 
„to eonfer a Number of theſe important Nignities 
prion thereby to collect that; Poyer from 
thi dae, which de d pot cou whe de 
Tas general Spirit of the Government, Be Ways 
of Living in the Courts of theſe eseleſſaſtit ab Princes, 
fully demonſtrate that Ambition and worldly Views are 
uppermoſt ia theif Attention. Their Adminiſtration 
is neither more mild non equitable, than that of the 
Secular ; and their, Paſtimes, Gallantry excepted, are 
ach. the ſame. They are equally pune Ailious in their 
are lg. Dt) At _ Claims 


5-199 


2464 OF 4 KH, W NAR A NG. 


Clainteands Begsgnfions,2au rin; aſſetib=tbeirmalt 
trifling TY and Fri Fo N O off; gainvyc v0 Yo 


ae Aheir aoung Paiſioto be ene 
Propenſity tonduige it is remarkable, Cehbacy e. 
oſten checłꝭ e ẽ,je Nifpeſition; they arę apt 10. 
be limifed by n Hounds hut theſeragf tliirnIneome; 
and ꝭ to impair evet this in Purſueſtheir Gratiſieations. 
Thus to cite ond dr two Iuſtandes / of Rxtravagance out 
of many ſoriehave-laviſhed*thewiwhole Reverues jh 
needleſs Buildings, and Planttish; and others Raue 
been fo ſtrangely addicted to Hunting, as to detriment 
the Coltivatin&f the Land οννοε te Goiſitry 
People, n favourite Diverſioh. 
ba bait V eifrei: ee 
FRUIT . Sytem ef Hife ſol inbotiſiſti 
ent'with ide Pürgbrt of their Proteſ on; the Romith 
Qlergy in Ger mur ate not lieid im eis famie⸗ Nbgroe df 
Revexenee Hπασ Veneratiöna ag iH dme oftier>Popiſh 
| Conitfits n And are at preſent WU tonfidered.in 
the Light df mere Men of the Wold, to ufer avith 
R this\Wſcor. 
ing 7485 3 | 
248 v/ . O fi 10 iche ler 8 551 
t ene their Influence)was' fo great lahd 
:extefifive, thut even Emperors have owed their sExalte- 
ior co them. Rotolphus, the firſts Emperortoꝶ the 
*Houfe 6f Auſtria, was elected by Mengs of hid! COH 
feſſol Albert, Biſhop) of- Natiſpon? A Service for 
"Which *k&mple Returns have been made in the un- 


common en of his Deſcendants for Churchmen, 
the 
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cke Teal they hadecalv aN manifeſted fortheir Support 
and Protection, atid-ithe eloſeA AH, hb e 
Maxims of — on which their Grandeur is | 
funde e ed bart 0 od dio 41 15 

VI novo by; | ,240WgiT Vis r19Ao . eotid nem 
eee Bedy of 
Men; not more silluſtripus dn Avcount:of their Birth 
and Ramily Splendor, thaniokaheinanyeminent Cha- | 
racters they havei produced) hefe Mities add: great 
dere ſeem, in genora hy o excite xi nobleſt chu. 


lation 77 ; NO Country affording Wen. a 12 

ner il $ Prices, and |pritnePerſonages n 

moſt ar duos : and a Rear e Em loymepts.” ; 
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Tasten, inyeft fed with z ie Power, 555 a 

ſeldom gujlty « of J N e ; 45 D e dpotiſ. 
9 by the German bern, 


is, . tainly 0 0 8 5 3; f 


than by any others, 9 0 10 5 Authority is mo 
felt, are the petty Prin 5 "Fi e auoh Nite 
tion to ĩmitate the greater, in 1408 Pe ſomet metimes to 
ſqueeze the Purſes oft t heir Sybj Jeck 95. beyon the Rules 
of " Modexafion. | Bux « even among "theſe, :xamples « of 
| ſuch a Jepravity are nbt frequent ; 5. and the) are, for 
the "moſt Part, corftent with the ordinary, ſtated, In- 
come which Cuſtom x arid Precedents ha have eſtabliſhed. | 
10 1 3 Fired bo S137 
Some of them have given | Proofs — | 
Senſe of Honour and Equity in pecuniary Matters, 
Thus a a Margrive* 9 of Bareith, in order to diſcharge 
the Debts of his Predeceſſot, diveſted himſelf, during 
the Courſe of ſeveral Years, of all courtly Magnifi- 
cence, 3 and d lived almoſt in Obſcurity, in order to huſ- 
es | "I band 
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bend, hie nemme; Zul compaſs * 
reed whom þurdening b due. l bar 


SH no mem 

e e been aſſerted 

, German Princes are often yery rigorous, e 
monitalz in ergcting unheseſſay Faxes merely to 
ſypply thair extravagant: Expetres and that ſeyeral 
have carried-their Inhumapity ſo far, rr 


8 iT 2 
e e eee tr i 0 


the great it Number n 
the 1 5 rinces, "that no ee "Hes in in the Way of 
their  flirations and that ed are often furrounded 


rey is ro 95 Bore 


| Tar Try ith i is, that boeh as deviate from theſe lau- 
5 Nele may. with more Propiety, be noed \ 
for Whimſicalgeſs i in their Diſpoſition, and Irfegula- 

rity in ſome Part of their Behaviour, than for Severity. 
and Injuſtice in the general Adminiſtration « of their Af- 
fairs; a Remiſſneſs wherein is uſually the heavieſt 


Charge that can be alledged F inſt them. 


: No renters have. taken mare Paing, 3 e. 
mor ſocceſsfully to improve their Country and People, 
than thoſe of the Houſe of Brandenburgh. A fortu- 


nate e on of three Princes, very different in their 
Character, 
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Character, but wha were all ſteady in, their Purſuits, - 
Dae to x dnn deen br 6 ,of good Aft 


the Thegngs 10 diſplay. edge which have been 
the Aſtoniſhment of all Europe... Frederic Wilna 

juſtly ied the grest Elector, through the whgle 
of a lang and troubleſome Reign, made it his Buſineſs, 
to, infuſe into his Countrymen that martial Spirit ſe 
neceſſary to a Nation expoſed ta: the perpetual Hoſti- 
lities of ambitious, enterpriſing Neigbhaurs, and ablig / 
ed by its Situation to rely chiefly on itſelf far Defence, 
His Wars, his Vigtories, and even bis Defeats, were 
glorious. The firſt he always undertook. from equita- 
ble Motives ; the ſecond he commonly. obtained, with 
much igfezior F. orces; and Naw laſt, were. accom ö 


„„ „„ 1 


and 51 2 1 1 8 Fate Wei 
Fs Train apd IniruGien of 


his Armies, (7 4 2 4 -4 55 CJ mY MLT 1 14 * e x 


nic — 


His Sog, "Rough, far ben cath” kits in in Point of 0 
ius, yet had Prudence 8 to follow moſt of bis 
Maxims, and to bearben to the ole who Eby them ; 
and happily not having the Tike uſkcyſties 4 to contend 
with as his F ather, had full Leiſure to attend to that 
Introduction of the polite” wins tor which h his An 
was principally Meme: ; 5 


gh 28. £3, DROq 

His Grandſon ſucceeded” at 3 Time, ben f Je 
become highly expedient to cortect an improper and 
ruinous Taſte for Boundlefs and injudicious Magniti- 
cence. Accordingly he exerted his Talent, which was 


R 4 Oeco- 
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Oeconomy, in the” moſt furpriſing Manner; ane | 

mewed hst gen Things might be done with mode. 

rate Finances, when 'witely adminiſtered. The Em- 
perbr; and the King of France excepted, no Europeaty 
Pbwer kept ſo numerous an Army on Foot; the pe- 
culiar Diſcipline! of with was the Sobjedt of Diſcourſe: | 
arid” 'Admiration” every where.” "Notwithſtanding that | 
Independeney in the Ways of thinking and acting, of 
which the German Princes are ſo fond add Jealous, 
the exbellent Efe 1 of nis ſagacions Ordlitiances arid 
Regulatiohs, 'borh in civil; and military Affairs, Could 
not but engage the Attention of hi Cotempotaries, 
and ſtitzulate them to an Imitation of ſich Jaudable 
Meaſures: Hence, during his Reign, Order and Re- 
gularity became fällte and many : A 'Pritice mo- 
delled his Houſhold, his ok and his Expences 
according to what was 80 dt the Pruffan Syſtem ; ; the 
capital Aim and Tend ndency F which was, to abſtain 
from all Profuſi ion, and * deliver the Subject from 
oppreſſive Impoſts, by raiſing no mare Money than was 
fufficient to anſwer the, Jemands of G Government, and, 
»5 16 ving him the Liberty of enriching himſelf, 10 
lay vp. Treaſt ures for the the future Exigencies of. the State, 
| Tt Obſervance of theſe Maxims made the Character 
of hls Monarch highly reſpected, and, the 5 iruation of 
his Subjedts as as eaſy and proſperous, AS „it e can be ſup- 
poſed to have been under an abſolute Government ; ;- to 
fa iy 8 of the beneficial, Conſequences that re- 
ki ted to the People of thoſe Countries. whoſe Seve- 
reigns followed the Example of We Wrap Ad, 
inttration 70-1 | 


F FRY 
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Tuis Lenity, in the Exerciſe of his Power; not 
only prooeeded froni his natural Inclination, bur was 
alſo founded on the Convittion of its peculiar Neceſ- 
ſity in Germany; where, by the Contiguouſneſs of 
each others Dominions, Princes are liable to loſe not 
only the Affections, but likewiſe the Perſons of their 
Sutjects, in Caſes öf Mal- treatment. A Truth too 
frequently verified by thoſe Emigrations that have Teſt 
ſome Parts of Germany almoſt deſolate; and which 
are ſtill the more pernicious; as the Loſs uſually con- 
ats Gk tne the moſt enterpriling and laborious, and 
therefore the moſt uſcful Members of the Communi- 
ty; none but ſuch having Courage enongh to think of 
encountering the Hardſhips, and Variety of Obſtacles, 
that ſeldom fail 10 accompany an Attempt to ſettle in 
2 foreign Country. Experience has conſtantly ſhewn 
that Emigrators are Men of. Ittduftry and Perſeverance. 
| Their Conſcidufnels of theft Qualifications, is the very 
| Motive thar induces them to remove from the Scene 
of Oppreſſion, in Queſt of that Countenanicę and Pro- 
tection, which Talents, and a Diſpoſſtion to employ 
ther, ate ſure of finding in à Land of Equity.” ; 4 


WINMOOT! NOR; 103 95:06k 


Fon the like Impatience, whether of real dr fan- 
cied ilf Ufage, it as frequently happens that the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of Germany forſake their Mifters, in 
Expectation of ameliorating their Fortune elſewhere. 
But what is yet more remarkable, they are no leſs rea- 
dy, without pretending any Cauſe of Complaint, to 
abandon them oi a Proſpe& of greater Advantage, 
without feeling the leaſt Remorſe or Scruple ariſing 


from any Notions of Fidelity due to the Prince whoſe 
COHA | | Service 
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Service they quits In this, they profiy much reſemble 
the Swib ; a. People: irrepropchable in every Part, of 
their Conduct, excepting mat Andelitacy with which. 
they proſtitute their Valour fon: thę Sake of Gain, 
Though, indeed, an Apology of ſame Weight ocgurs, | 
in Favour of theſe, hen we reflect that the Safety of 
the Republic, which, js unable-itfelf, to maintain large 
ſtanding Armies, partly authoriſes this Policy 3 as from 
the great Number of their Contrymen in the Pay. of 
more opulent Nations, they. art always ſure, on "I 
Emergency, to be ſupplied with experienced Officers 
and Troops, . and. thus. reap * re, . e in | 
2 State of prefqund Ferest. wit b $0.4 on | 


ls the fame. Manner Perſons of Ability, throughout | 
Germany, are too much at the Command of the high- 
eſt Bidder ; i Shea; very Jar en to 2 


that they make no Difficulty of beftoving their Cen- 
dence and Favour on any Nate of the Empire indiſ) 


criminately ; and are very far from reſtricting their 
Choice to thoſe born within their own Dominions. 
Many. ef the principal Perſonages in the, different 
Courts, are ahſolutely Strangers in Point of Birth and 
Family Connectians. The celebrated Count E leming, 
prime Miniſter to Frederic Auguſtus, King of Paland, 
and Elector of Saxony, was born a Subject of Bran- 
| denburg. And Count Wartemberg, a long Time the 
Favourite of k. auen King of n was 
2 Wire ä 


Trnoucn 
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Tena fuch 2 Syftew may be favourable to Emu: 
lation, in the Improvement and Exertion of Genius 
and Capacity, yet it extinguiſhes the. Spirit of Patri · 
otiſm, by creating an Indifference for Perſons and Pla- 
ces, * in deines air * 
Vegalityt 0 ;?7«'uuũ 4 

N e nan 

F EW People * their l with leſs Re- 
luctance than the Germang. Pecuniary Views, religi- 
ous Perſecations, and Flights from domeſtic Troubles 
and. Miſeries, have, during the two laſt Centuries, 
drained Germany of; a prodigious ! Number of its In- 
habitants, The lower Claſſes in particular, furniſh 
A perpetual 92 to | the United Provinces; ; which 
had long beer om various Cauſes, been exhauſted, 
were it not tor this unceaſing Influx of foreign Multi- 
tudes, whoſe Indigence and Laboriouſneſe rendered 
them of immediate Utility to that, induſtrious and pro- 
vident State. uy es rat . 


489 an N 


Aukrrion as s often leads hs better Sort abroad f in 
Search of Honour and Promotion. As they are com- 
monly Men of daring Diſpoſtions, they leave no Me- 
thods untried to arrive at the higheſt Preferment ; care 
leſs of the Danger attending the Means of their Exal- 
tation, and reſolutely. intent to procure and maintain 
it at all Events. Thus it was the famous Baron Goerts 
obtained the Favour of Charles the Twelfth of S we- 
den; in whoſe Right ho governed that Kingdom in ſuch 
a Manner as coſt him his Life. Thus, in our own 
Times, the equally, goted Baron Neuhoff aſpired at no 
Jeſs than a Nee ;. the temporary Poſſeſſion of which 


ſerved 
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ſerdell bfiy to ein bitter the Culamities and Diarefsl ef 
ge Dental; Which that' unhappy Gentleman 
ſeetted, in a 'Manrier} vor n to encdunter. e — _ 
ll 64 1 28117 1 hν ibn ber games 4. 210 
Orhens have beet more fuc ctfsful band FRY ar. 
tenting themſelves with leſs elevated ne, have en U 
joyed er Ow greater Security. 8 | 
„ 5! dic Mme zin fob gignd3] A. I 
IAR TIAT TTV requites it to be "acknoſJedged that” 
nonẽ uf thoſe Princes and States, ini hoſe Service they” 
ave been employed; hive had Ce repent tie 
Truſt repoſed in ther Abilities: i Th a (dr te one 
Inſtarice, France iſt never forget ts*'Ob igations to 
the great Marſhal Saxe; the only Geheral d. o ſuftai 
E 7145 s hy wa w Fear, 
preceding the laſt, T 
ba 9e I . 201 
TE Germans aig in a ae "AY that 
highly uſeful Art, in Men of the World, of Teconcil- 
ing a bold and reſolute Spirit with a Pliancy of Tem- 
per, and a Suppleneſs of Behaviour, according as their 
Intereſt requires they ſhould aſfume“ either of theſe di- 
vers Characters. From this peculiar Dexterity i in the 
Management of their Concerns, they derive that Per- | 
manency of good Fi ortune and Succeſs, {hich at- 
tends them ſo remarkably through{the Variety of Trials 


their refleſs Purſuits of Grandeur « engage ther in in. 


ee 11755 WI ii z nn 9 10 


va 7% 


gie of ae if waiting for Ae to N a 
rely Uſe of their Abilities. Senfible that theſe are 
| ineffectual 
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ineffectual vi 
Sidentss they beware of all Hur ang, Nregipitan 
and preterve-ghomſelyes, with,agalm.and;compoſed;V; 


gilange,. for the Am vl of, Aſs. © vents, without wan 
tr eee &eateſt.Capacity mul&thy 


. % if; 5/13 ni ning! bus nota 1151 
1 9 Circumſpection are de princiq 
pal Baſis heren the ungommem Hroſperity: of ſo, mari 
ny Individuals is foundedin Germany ; where it ĩs far 
from unuſual to ſee Perſons attain to the ſame Degree 
of Credit and Poster ĩri differend Courts ſueceſſ well A 
vonvineing Hrooſ of e aordmrry Diſcretion and Saga. 
eity in ſuch, hs at thus fortunate. 20 e to timer? 


Ard: 1537209 ml} Views! l 1 Ii w οοlu ie ni us 


No People indeed, ſeem better quabfled by Nature 


io effect their Rif@ in ſuch Places Ihey are endurd 


With that Obſtinzey lin their Uridertakings, whichblays 


ne Diſappointtnemts te Heart, and corſtirme unfhaketi 
in their Determinutlens in ſprec df repeated Diſchu- 
ragements. Hence aſter a long Exertion of Conſtaney; 
ſhouſci in ariy. particular Quarter, All their Endedyowis 
prove fruitleſs, and no Probabitey! remain of their 


meeting with a Reverſe of Fate, as their Inclinations 
are wedded to no Spot, or Setz:thiey ſhift the Scerie of 
Action without the leaſt Repugtanee, -aqd praceed ta 
Recommenbement ofc their primitive Nlan With awd» 
bated Alatrityb i oln/Confequence of this Hndeſponden 
oy y this Vigbur vf o Soul thati nevet laſes Hope, they 
ſeldom faiÞts:butreome all Obſtacles, and re 
N H their Dent ef! n= 
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and thug oftem to procure a Reiteration of their former 
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A Tenxcroueey of their-dfigitidl” Alms is fo 
rooted im tha?" Temper, fit: when from the 
effuſion of Being ede wed with Npertor Genius; 
ey have iridufged chenfſewe in the mot ambitious 
PrfipeRs; they ure atmiingly firm nd urwemmtting in 
their Efforts, and ſanguine in the Expectations to com- 
puſs tei Ends: whe whit is no kefs Her Vable, fingu- 
ler and fomantte 4s this F rums of | Mind thiny appea-; 
they geueraliy fir chen: cootnt in l. felt, vin? vn 
N Sti! Ort 01 Hang © bs 281 o lat! 6 7 
* . Perſtrerance 
in their Schemes, when they have once obtained that 
Summit of Exaltation they at firſt prapoſed,/\nothing:of 
an inferior rate will ever after ſatisfy them. Sooner than 
fabtnif to a Degradation,” they reſolutsly abadon the 
Seetie of their Diſgraee; and Wherever their Recreat is 
fixed; their  untopguarsd Spirit leads: hum tg rewew 
tho Exertiom of theit Parts with undejeed Confidence, | 


Splendor ;-avit happetis-not wnfrequently in Germany, 
chat the diſcarded Miniſter of Webb the 
PI as I: A bun Neun ovoiq. 


\ 77 
» 24197 2 112 4 2.3967 


| More of the Sirnn Gemiaiten ab be the 
Frack very portimeritiy call Sf s Fortune, Sal- 
diers of Fortuſle, or to ſpeaks mote properly; Hunters 
of Prefermient, © It is therefors m Wonder, if chey e- 
gerly watch, arid readily. ſeine every: Opportunity of 


bettering their. Condition. This no Iudividuals what- 
ever can ſtand firef Chande of doing, as they are not 
difficult to pleaſe, and are willing to accept of any Of- 


fer, however ſmall the Lucre, provided the Employ- 
ment 
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are: {© ny uf Prrians uf Birth; and thatithe: loweſt 
military Offices have often been gladly embraded, 48 
the folo- Means of Subſiſtence and: Support, by away 
whoſeMerit hits;0 F ee 
_this' digheſt Dignities. 11 "07 blirow 1813 ent 105 

Ji 3e! Luba; 6 conbiiby * * 11.24% 4890! a ky Ss 811 
FuE late King ef Prüffla, who Was a e 
Obſervatien, in order- te courage dis maitint Turn 
in Youths of reputable' Families, dt Tlüngs Gt 
the moſt ſalutary Tendency both to the State and to 
me Parties contertiedi Thee firſt was u iaſtitute in his 
principal Cities, - Atadetnies of Cadets, or bung Gen- 
fleirief; who were eddcited at his H xpence,and-trained 
up in the Branches Sf Knowledgerequilite for. aw Of. 
ſire The ſecond Was tb enjoin each of his Generals, 
ts take under his Pitrohige and Tuition, fone. Youth 
wall deſcended, vat of lender Means, - ahdi to 
hiotin the compleateRt Mann er for the future Service 
ul, e e So mobs AN 


Sa | . 4K , Th 7 


* 91 0 ee i Am. Ne 


ig "oa dl or Cd e adn 

onfy moſt of the 'Geitfian' Nobility aid Gentry, but 
eden not a few of their pefty Prin66s3-"4whi are ſome- 
times driven to the fame Shifts to maintain their State 
and Grandeur, 817 to mend che Breaches in 
flicit-thcome 


the Exttavagince of their 
2 re . tlleit anz 28 inferior Individuals are 
obliged to have Recourfe to, fr rer te preſerve: their 
Eredi it, or repair their ſhattered Fortunes. Thus Alie- 
nations and Moftages ite no very fare Franſactions in 


ſom e of theſe Courts: Hence too, that gratid'Reſtorer 


of difotdened ——— — | 
no little: Solicitade. Though Germatie Pride will not 
| Nodp to: one of ignoble. Origin yet they who are penu⸗ 
rious will, in Favour, of an ample Dowry, act with er. 

araordinaty Condeſcrvſivn, and gloſs oyer man Conſi- 
derations' that would appear very offenſive-to; their 
Haughtineſs, if they were in a Condition to indulge it. 

Evem tor tiwſe ho are in Affluerice a rich Wife is no 

indifferent Objaft 3 and few German Pn 1 10 
care camp dot A hs: T ni 
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"iis utah, roger tr by: ſuch-Matives well mag \ 
theit:principal-SubjeRts follow the Example; and thig 
is done accordingly in. tlie fulleſt Latitude, As theſa ar 
not bound byahe ſame Reſtrictions, their Choice has a 
larger Field tac range in. They readily, therefore, and 
ſeldom unſucceſsfully; pay their Addreſſes to the opulent 
Heireſſes in the commercial Claſſes, who ſeem in Gere 
many leſs apt, than elſewhere, to reject the Suit qui 
Man adorned with honourable Appellations, N et ſugh 
s the Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of Deſcent and Pedigree, 
chat notwithſtanding the Wifg ef a Man under the 
Degree of. n Prince, though beneath, him in Point of 
Birth, is allowed. bear his Title, ; ſhe muſt lay it to 
her Account, if her Parentage is abſqure, to meet with 
endleſs Slight, and Mortifications from the Ladies who 
| happen te be better born. Tus il patured, Arrggfnce 
is often carried ſo far as. to refuſe. her Admittange in 
their Circles and Aſſemblies, to ſhun her very Acquain- 2 
tance, and even to deny WAKER common, 1 5 
of Salutatiom, and polite Notice, in Ld ' accidental 
Jatercourſe., To i ,003 * Henn rt. * 
. 'HIS : 
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Tuls Haughtineſs is an incurable Diſeaſe in moſt 
Parts of Germany ; ; where a Perſon's Merit ſeldom gets 
the better of his Want of illuſtrious Blood, in the 
Minds of the Generality. Not only the Vulgar, but 
alſo the more decent Claſſes are entirely tamed into a 
mean ſpirited Reverenee of their Superiors for this ac» 
cidental Advantage. Even Wealth itſelf muſt not pre- 
tend to enter the Liſts of Competition with it. And 
the moſt conſiderable Merchant is an Individual of 
ſmall Importance among thoſe whoſe Names are grac- 

ed with ſome titulary Appendage ; from the gilded Pre- 
mier, who baſks in the Sunſhine of Favour, to the 
needy Gentlemari who bears Indigence patiently, in 
Hopes of Preferment, and regularly attends at the Diſ- 
tribution of his Maſter's Forage, A Practice that ſuf- 
ficiently ſhews the Poverty of thoſe who ue of ſuch 
E: Donation, | 


WII may theſe howevet, comfort themſtlves with 
Expectations or riſing in their Turn, as it has been oc- 
caſionally among them that Princes, in ſome of their 
capricious Fits, have choſen their Favourites. Neither 
need any of their Courtiers be apprehenſive of a Defici- 
ency of Talents, to fill adequately ſo brilliant a Poſt; 
as a Dexterity in Horſemanſhip, the Uſe of Arms, or 
ſome other Accomplithment of that Stamp, or even of 
an inferior Kind, fueli as Cheſs, Cards, or Dice, has 
more than once attiacted the Notice, and procured the 
Benevolence of 2 Sovereign, and proved of more Effi- 
cacy in the Advancement of their Fortunes than the 
moſt valuable en would in 4 Saikehhood 
have done. lib 

Vol. II. I Tuba 
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Tnus by playing Kilfully at Cheſs, one Kamki in- 
00 himſelf into the good Graces of Frederic, the 
 &rſt King of Fru. This Monarch, Whole incon- 
fant Diſpofitian induced him to appoint and diſmiſs his 
Miniſters without much Difficulty, was ſo captivated 
with this new Favourite, that he diſcarded an old Ser- 
vant, on very flight Pretences, in order to give his Em- 
. to 3 | 38 


In SPE "gh fame Manner had Pl Conſtable of 
Luines, the. Minion of Lewis the Thirteenth of 
France, made his way to Greatneſs by his complete 


$kill in Sportmanſhip, and by OW his Maſter in 
the Diverſions of the Field. 


F: an * tos of .the Stary of a Tur- 
kiſh Emperor, who conferred an eminent Poſt on one 
of his ee to reward his Dexterity in plant- 


ing — 


— 


a Lene this . of F ally are not, 
as it appears, unknown elſewhere, yet they are much 
more frequent in Germany.; from the Multiplicity of 
odd Characters ina Country where Sovereigns abound, 
many of whom render themſelves remarkable ng 
aF ondneſs and Affectation of N 


EIGNTY meets no where with more Deference 
and Veneration-than in Germany. The Natives of 
that extenfive Empire, -hold it an Honour. and Happi- 
neſs to belong to the Service of any of their Princes; 
| and all whoſe Condition, Means, or Capacity, are 
. *. « | f above 


4 
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above the common Level, endedyour to recommend 
themſelves to their Attention and Eſteem, in order ta 


obtain a Share of Truſt in theit Concerns, Hetein the 
Germans ſympathize greatly with the French, moſt af 
hom that are able to purchaſe or procute it, are very 
deſirous of being diftinguiſhed by AO Cn etc 
tion at Court, 

. | ta 
| "ifs nferiot Claſſes in Germany, though far from 
deficient in ſolid, ſubſtantial Senſs, are yet, in many 
Reſpects, what the French have juſtly enough ſtiled 
them, Epais et Materials, dull and heavy. Their In- 


teroourſe has little or nothing of that intellectual Feſti- 


vity, which, in ſome other Nations, is the very Life of 
focial Meetings. The ufual Subjects of their Conver- 


ſation, are the Reſult of the current Buſineſs of the 


Day, and turn too much on thoſe Incidents that ariſe 


from the Speaker's Profeſſion, to afford any Entertain- 
ment to ſuch as have Be Connections with it. Tapics + 


of this Nature, accompanied with the moſt plentiful 
er. Seneralg conſtitute * erer 


Tuts Cuſtom of exceſſive carouſing, was formerly 


thought conducive to a much better Purpoſe than mere 
hy to procure Jollity and Mirth to the Living only, 
The Dead alſo wete imagined to receive ſome Advan - 
tage thereby; an Opinion that was eurrent in certain 
Diſtricts of Germany not many Centuries ago. 


STRANG: Conceits and Practices have prevailed, not 
only 2fnong the rude and barbarous, but even the moſt 
enlightened Nations. Some of the moſt civilized 
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People of old uſed to bring forth, in their convivial 
Merriments, the Images of their deceaſed Friends, by 
way of commemorating the Joys they had formerly 
partaken in their Company. The Aborigines of Ame- 
rica, at this Day, go much further; and produce the 
very Carceſſes and Skeletons of their departed Relati- 
ons and Familiars, in the ſolemn Feaſts and Feſtivals 
which are publicly held in order to perpetuate their Re- 
membrance. In ſome Parts of Spain, they conclude 
Interments with a Refreſhment, and a Song, the Bur- 
den of which is viv el Muerto, long live the Dead. 
There are alſo particular Days and Occaſions in Eng- 


land, whereon we drink to the Memory of | celebrated 


Names. It remained for the Germans to adopt the No» 
tion, that the Dead could derive any Benefit from a co- 
| mw gde of 3 by the e 


Tas politer Sort a are not much leſs euiley of Intem- 
perance in their Cups than the lower; a Vice, with- 
out Exaggeration, univerſal among all Conditions, and 
Degrees. Both Laity and Clergy are e qually addicted 
to it; and even the Literati, who in other Countries 
are profeſſed Votaries of Sobriety, cannot, in this 
RE Region, reſiſt the Forrent af NO 


Tus: latter form a numerous Body i in Gann; N 
where that Species of Literature, which conſiſts in a 
ſuperficial Acquaintance with, and inelegant Uſe of the 
Latin Tongue, is common and * u e 
che loweſt Stations. | 1930) 5 
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Tus Fa& is that Germany.in à manner, is over-run 
with what the World is uſually pleaſed to term Scho- 


lars; moſt of whom would certainly have made a much 


better Figure in any other Situation whatever. This 
proceeds from the Facility of receiving a claſſical Edu- 
cation and the Difficulty of applying to any Calling of 
a different Caſt, after having expended! the prime of 
Lite in academical: Studies, and contracted, through 
Length of Tinie, that peculiar Habit of Mind they 
occaſion. Hence no Country is more largely ſtocked, 
with Authors, or rather Dealers in bookiſh Know- 
ledge; Men, whoſe voluminous Compilations may not 
improperly be conſidered as immenſe Magazines of 
Erudition, collected by them for the Uſe of Perſons of 
Genius, as Labourers prepare Materials to be employ- 
| 21 under the Direction " Aras, | 

anc theſe e ColleAions; none make 
a more conſiderable Appearance than their Law- 
TraQs ; which, from the immenſe Variety of Regula- 
tions that have neceſſarily taken place in a Country 
where there are ſo many Sovereigns,' and States entitled 
to frame them, muſt unavoidably compoſe a formidabile 
Corpus Furis, a tremendous Body of Laws; and furniſh 
a World of Study and Occupation for Lawyers, a moſt 
lucrative Branch of Buſineſs in Germany, where every 
Prince and independent City, are moſt perſeveringly 
watchful and jealous of their innumerable Rights, Pri- 
vileges, and Prerogatives ; to ſypport the moſt trivi- 
al of waich, (and theſe are not few) as well as the 
moſt material, no Litigation is eſteemed too tedious 
or expenſive. 


S 3 TEIL 
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TI within this Century, there were many among 
. the Germans, in other Reſpects no contemptible Scho- 
lars, who entered deep into cabaliſtical Speculations. 
Some ſeriouſly ſtudied judicial Aſtrology. Others 
firmly believed the Exiſtence of Genii, as well as the 
frequency of Apparitions. Of late Years a vegy ex- 

traordinary, Opinion was broaghed, and learnedly main 

tained by ſome of the remaining Members of theſe cre- 
dulous Fraternities, which was that the Dead ſometimes 
came out of their Graves to ſuck the Blood of the 
Living. This ridiculous Idea, which poſſibly was og- 
caſioned by the Diſord er called the Incubus or Night- 
mare, found its way into the neighbouring Countries, 
and it is almoſt incredible _ a N n of. 2 

Daa it occaſione 4 2252 35 


Aun yet, oveuithfnnding us. Readineſs . 
Warmth in adopting idle Notions; the Germans are 
eſteemed much leſs tenagious and obſtinate in fpiritual 
Matters than formerly. It has even been ſaid that, in 
ſome Places, a young Woman is now told, on her 
Marriage with a Man of à. different Perſuaſton fro 
that wherein ſhe has been educated, that henceforth ſhe 
- muſt conform to the Religion of her Huſband as if it 
were a Thing of no nne Whkch el the two 
was profeſſed. 


Bur if there is really ſo much Freedom and Lati- 

tade in the Ways of Thinking of ſome People in Ger- 
meny, it is certain on the other hand, that Superſtition 
is far from being on the Decline every where. 


Thx 
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Tus Devetion/tothe Hoff th&Dothifiions of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, is the more feryemt, as the Princes 
of that Family are thought by their good dubjects, to 


owe tlieir temporal Aggrandiſement to their Piety in 
this Reſpect; many Iaſtances of which are cited with” 


great Applauſe, . eſpecially that of Rodolplius, the firſt 


who attained to the Imperial Dignity 5 concerning 


whom Tradition: fays, that while Count of Hapſpurgh 


only, meeting with à Prieft on Foot, who was Carry. 

ing the Viaticum to a ſick Perſon, he alighted, and made 
him mount: It is added, that the Prieft; prophetically 
inſpired, predicted to him, as a'Reward of this pious 
Action, his future Grandeur and that of his Deſcen- 
dants. This St6ty is often in the Mouth of the de- 
vout Well-wiſhers to the Auſtrian Line, and Pictures 
of it are frequent both in places of Worſhip and in pri- 
vate Dwellings. The Example of this Emperor has 
often been followed by ſeveral of his Pofterity, as well 
as. by other Romiſn Sovereigns, to the n mera 6 
tion of their People, 


In Acad,” one of the principal Dependencies of 
this Family, and where its religious Zeal has been not 


a little experienced, a Saint is lately ſtarted up, that : 


makes as {great a Figure at Prague, as our Thomas 
of Becket did of old at Canterbury; and who works 
Miracles enough to compoſe a yery curious Legend. 

His Name is Nepomue, and he bids fair, by the rich 
Preſents he receives from all Quatters in that Kingdom, 
to become in Time as enen as the 1 of 
Loretto. 


/ | 84 NEITHER 
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NEirnkER is German | | 
858 64 chis laft, nor in Recke of the moſt extraordina- 

ry Kind; ſuch as the Remains af the three Kings at 
Cologne, ; and that rare Aſſemblage ot ſacred Curioſi- 
ties at Alx, which at certain Periods, draws ſo vaſt a 
Concourſe of Pilgrims from the remateſt Parts of Ger- 
many: To ſay nothing of the wonderful Conſecration 
of the Cathedral of that City, at which Saints aroſe 
| from their Tombs to aſſiſt, according to Accounts re- 
puted authentick- by Multitudes ; nor af the Sword of 
State brought from Heaven to Charlemain, and care- 
Fully pales ee me ne e to this Day. 


Maur further e n er might be 
enumerated ; ſuch as a celebrated Chapel, ſome where 
in the Auſtrian Diſtricts, endowed with ſo many ſpiri- 
tual Privileges, that a ſingle Maſs faid in it, is ſuffici- 
ent to deliver à Soul fram Purgatory : Not to forget 
their Torches of lighted Wood, bleſſed and carried about 
as Preſervatives againſt Fire and Lightening ; ; nor their 
ridiculouſly pious Salutations of each other at certain an- 
nual Feſtivals; to which, it.is not ſo amazing that In- 
dulgences ſhould. alſo be annexed; conſidering how 
cheaply they are obtained, as that ſo ſenſible a Man, 
as Pope Clement the n __ haye born 
m_ cr: 5 


Tur Patronage of many Saints i is a no leſs e 
ble Peculiarity among thoſe of the Romiſh Communion 
in Germany; whoſe Belief and Truſt in the ſuperna- 
tural Influence of theſe inviſible Agents, induces them 

to claim their Protection, by aſſuming a_Number of 
their 
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their Names. Thus it is nat uncommon for an Indi- 
vidual to have ten or a dozen; the feſtal Days of 
which he ſolemnizes with great Punctuality, and loſes 


no Opportunities to teſtify his Roſpect for thoſe Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven, whoſe Intereſt, in Return, he not a 


little relies on, in the Proſecution of all his Affairs both 
ſpiritual and temporal; as'dfien, perhaps, applying to 


them for their Guidance and Inſpiration of you NG 


ſures'i in hs latter as in the former. 4 


; 10: 133 PIT 4 


| Song have thought tis fappied © debe ed 
between Mankind arid the Spirits of ſuch as are deem- 


ed in the Poſſeſſion of a happier Exiſtence, a Notion 


highly deſerving of Encouragement ; as a Man, from 


the leſs Degree of Dread and Awe he feels for theſe 
inferior Beings, vill probably have the more frequent 
Recourſe to them, and in Conſequence, make their 
Lives and Actions his Study, and the Patterns of his 
Imitation. But they who argue in this Manner, may, 
with great T ruth, be anſwered, that an improper; and 
often diſreſpectful Familiarity attends the Behaviour 
of the Client to his Patrons, in his perpetual Demand 
of their Aſſiſtance, not unfrequently on the moſt trivial, 
and poſſibly unwarrantable Occaſions. - That this ima- 


ginary 'Intercourſe creates and cheriſhes a Supineneſs 


and Indolence in the eſſential Concerns of Religion; 
by inducing us to pay leſs Attention to its moſt mate- 
rial and im-ortant Precepts, than to the trifling Duties 
we impoſe on ourſelves, by Way of ſecuring the Fa- 
vour of thoſe whom we have been taught to conſider in 
the Light of Protectors; - the ſcrupulous Exactneſs that 
vhually accompantes the Obſervance of theſe contemp- 

tible 
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tible In junctions, ſeldorm failing to abate our Aſſiduity 
and Zeal in the ann u 1 


* 7 « x > 7 
42 * 4 ter 4 92. d 1 1 PANT * fd 


EY this | Attila of their Deb abe Mii "et 
quit themſelves with the moſt ridioulous Feryour; and 


ate apt to expreſs the moſt ſtupid Reſpect and Fondneſs 


for thoſe innumerable Repreſentations, of oeleſtial Aſ- 
ſiſtants to Mankind, with which thejr Churches, their. 
Houſes, and their Prayer-Books are filled. Some even 
go further; and, as a Token of their entire Attach- 
ment and Predilection, wear the Picture of their Fa- 
vourite Saint, appendant to their Neck, or faſtened to a 


Button -Hole, like ſome of. the foreign Qrders of 


Knighthood. Even the better Sort are not guiltleſs of 
theſe Fooleries; which, notwithſtanding the Intermix- 
ture and Toleration. of Proteſtants in Germany, are of- 
ten carried to the ſame Degree of Abſurdity, as.in the 


moſt bigoted Romiſh Cougtries. 


" vid 


To this Exceſs of Superſtition in * hates of 
Saints, one may add their notorious Suſceptibility of 
Belief in all thoſe pious Forgeries calculated hy Men of 
more Simplicity than Wiſdom, to ſerve religious Pur- 
poſes ; but which, in Reality, are only proper to excite 
Laughter and Deriſion. Thus, among other ſilly 
Tales, that of Hatto, Biſhop of Mentz, reported, for 
his Cruelty to the Poor, to have been devoured by Rats, 
is aſſerted, by many, with a Poſitiveneſs that cannot 
breok the leaſt Contradiction or doubt of the fact. The 
Expulſion of that Vermin from a certain Province, by 
2 Relation of St. Hubert, is held OS unqueſtionable. 


1 


| CrepviiITyY 


Or THE GERMANS. 267. 


| Cxrepvilirty,, however, ſeems: epidemical in Ger- 
many: Even in Brandenburgh, a Proteſtant; Country, 
the Ghoſt of an old Woman, who was diſobliged by 
an Elector of that Houſe, ſome Centuries ago, has, 
they ſay, infeſted his Poſterity evet ſince; and uſually 
haunts their Palaces by Way of Signal on their ap- 
proaching Deaths. T his abſurd Notion is treated with 
more Seriouſneſs than one would be apt to imagine; 
and it is well known; the Death of the firſt King of 
Pruſſia was haſtened by a ſudden Fright, occaſioned by 
the Sight, as he for the Moment thought, of an Appa- 
rition clad in White, (the Phantom's reputed Habit) 
and which proved to be his Queen; whoſe Mind was 
diſordered, and who burſt into his Apartment, and 
waked him with great * and age as he 
ſat lumbering in a Chair. TI 


Tas Truth is, a that phlegmatic 
Diſpoſition which preſerves the Germans from being: 
| eaſily. impoſed upon in the common Occurrences of 

Life, and which one might reaſonably ſuppofe would 
have the like Effect on other Emergencies, they till 
harbour a ſurpriſing. Willingaeſs to admit the Probabi- 
ly. of extraordinary and marvellous — 


From this Fund of Abſurdity, 8 derive an nds 
tude to indulge in the moſt whimſical, extravagant Con- 
ceits ; and ſuch as betray a Wildneſs and Incoherency 
of Thought that border upon Folly. Witneſs that 
Inſtitution of Friars, during the laſt Century, who are 
obliged by their: Statutes, not only to depend for Sub- 
ſiſtence on public Ceneroſity without ſoliciting it, as 

other 
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other wendicant Orders are allowed to do, but even, 
ini Caſes of the utmoſt Want, to wait three entire Days 
n they bw of by rent eee 


2 16 indeed, 1 e Reſpetts, the Seve | 
of the Empire of Fancy. ' There is no+Country where- 
in its various Inconfiſtencies are ſo fully exhibited. Pre- 
judices of the maſt prepoſterous Nature infect the Minds 
of the Natives, according as their Syſtems of Govern- 
ment happen to differ; and a ſenſęleſs, ſelfiſn Spirit of 
Pride and Partiality, dictates on either Side their Judg- 
ments of Men and T Things. In thoſe Places where 
Princes rule, and Nobility abounds, nothing elſe is 
prized ; Trades and the reputable Occupations of ci- 
vil Life are held in Contempt; and even Magiſtracy it- 
ſelf is looked upon as diſgraceful. As Employments 
merely lucrative muſt not, under Pain of Degradation, 
be accepted by Perſons of Birth, theſe haye, in order 
to comfort themſelves for fo mortifying an Exclufion, 
fixed a Mark of Infamy on every Kind of Buſineſs that 
890 be * 0 what _ 1 Me ö Birth, 


8 Fride of Blood, and Value of Anceſtry, is fo 
Credle rooted in the Character of ſome Courts, 
that in: the Rewards they beſtow, and the Diſtinctions 
they confer on Individuals, their Origin often preſcribes 
the Meaſure of the firſt, and ſettles the Degree of the 
tft; and by the whole Tenour of their Proceedings in 
theſe Matters, they ſeem fully perſuaded that Merit 
cannot be complete, unleſs its Owner is honourably de- 
ſcended. . Thus, when the Emperor Leopold created 
the Duke of Martborough Prince of the Empire, his 
- noble 
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noble Pedigree was carefully mentioned in the Patent, 
as a conſiderable Inducement; though, certainly his 
Actions were en, illuſtrious to bring all other 
e ie een 1331 7112399. tra Ch 


% - 
5.43 1105 "bs 


py Grit bin are, on the one e in: 
fatuated with the Ideas of Dignity annexed to their 
Rank, there is on the other, a Claſs of l'eople, who, in 


a very oppoſite Station of Life, entertain equal Notions 


of their own. Importance, and, ſtrange to tell, theſe 
are the Peaſants of ſome of thoſe happy Diſtricts ap- 
pertaining to the Imperial Cities; or which, though 
acknowledging the Sovereignty over them of ſome 
Prince, have yet found Means to retain ſuch Privile- 
ges and Franchiſes as enable them to eſcape Oppreſſi- 
on, and enjoy the Fruits of their Labour. Theſe 
are a Tribe of Mortals who affect to be the very revefſe 
of thoſe haughty- minded Nobles; and profeſs no Eſ- 
ſteem for any but pecuniary Merit. Thus the Drift of 
their whole Lives is much leſs to enjoy, than amals, 
immenſe Hoards of Money, of which they make a moſt 
ample Parade, whenever they find themſelves in the 
Preſence or Hearing of I itle-Bearers, the Poverty 


of whoſe Finances forms but a ſorry Contraſt to their 


high Pretenſions. Theſe are the perpetual I tts of 
their Sarcaſms, and undergo the moſt unmerciful Tri- 
als of Patience, whenever ill Luek condemns them to 
have any Intercourſe with theſe opulent and preſump- 
tuous Ruſtics ; whoſe unaccountable Vanity, and aſ- 
toniſhing Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of their intrinſio 
Worth, is ſuch, as to eſteem it an Indignity to their 
Character, to enter into any Family Alliances out of 
the 
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the Pale of their own' Condition. Hence, they all in 
termarry in order to preſerve the Breed unmixed, re- 
main on a Level with each other, and tranſmit to their 
Deſcendants, together with their Fortunes (which are 
generally very conſiderable, and centre by theſe Means 
intirely among themſelves) no other Kind of Fund, 
from * 10 e wy inns) S429: 


Fan les Goa, theſs ar Date wes Dk 
of Germany; the deſpicable Servility of whoſe Deport- 
mont ſtrongly evinees the wretched Depreſſion of Mind 
that is the Conſequence of extreme Servitude, 80 
| humbly, not to ſay cantemptibly, do they think of 
themſelves, that on the leaſt verbal Intercourſe with 
their Maſters, or any one their Superior, they ſtudy, as 
it were, to expreſs the'deepeſt Senſe of their Inferiority, 
| by the moſt EI pO ane in co qr | 
Demeanar. rarer] | 


Ta 18 Self-Humiliation i is no wenn Offering to to 
the Superciliouſneſs and Arrogance for which fo many 
ef the German | Nobility and Gentry are unhappily 
noted. Too many of them, indesd, treat theſe loweſt 
of their Dependants with the moſt unremitting Severity, 
and Ly chaſtifing them unreaſonably for the (lighteſt 
Faults, have hardened and ſtupified their Bodies and 
Minds to fuch a Degree, and fo much accuſtomed them 
to an Expectation of this mercileſs Uſage, as to have 
rendered them inſenſible to all other Motives for Obe- 
dience, but ſuch as are a 1 * naue and 
* | | ef 


WHiLE 
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WIE the Grandees indulge themſelyes in this Tye 
ranny over their V aflals, they aye pat undeſervediy pun 
niſhed for it in the boundleſs Deference, and unreſerved 
Compliance which they who mean to riſe into Fayour, 
are gbliged to profeſs tor the Will and Pleatyre of their 
Soyergigns ; who though abundantly civil, and even 
candeſcending in their Behayiour, ſtih remember their 
Power is abſolute, and are apt enongh to exert, ogca- 
Gonally, a great deal of Arhitrarineſs, However infig- 
nificant in Point of Dominion, they expect as much Ho- 
mage and implicit Obedience, as the greateſt Potentates, 


and are no leſs imperious in exacting the moſt unlimited 


Acquipiecnee and Complaiſance, ig Whatever candyces 
n 1 Pupobtign and Hub, Sir 


A LATE Prince in Germany dh gars anf 
neſs... in this Reſpect, ſo far as to hetrzy the. moſt unng· 
countable Antipathy to whatever might greate him the 
leaſt Uneaſinęſs. This Feible was fo well known, and 
the Effects of it ſo much apprehended: by all who ap- 
praached him, that none but his. Jeſter- (a Species of 
Beings {till ſubũſting in ſome of the German Courts) 
durſt aſſume the Liberty of conveying to his Knowledge 
any diſagreeable News; and this he was forced to do 
in the moſt cautious and guarded n eee 
by: Way of ee than e e 

T. 3 is = Goat to wk is 2856 ada E 
King of France, Philip the Fifth, who grew ſo outra- 
geous at the any Defeats of his Armies by the Engliſh, 
in the Reign of our Edward the Third; his Competi- 
tor for the Crown, that none but the Perſon who bare 
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the afore-mentioned Office in his Court, would venture 
GIG aum rer TR of | To: 
ares the Fowntench, — not deficient! in that 
Courage of Mind which ſupports ill Fortune, without 
deſponding, had yet ſome Tincture of this Weakneſs ; 
and when the Battle of Blenheim) had reduced his Af- 
fairs to that unproſperous Condition, from which they 
never recovered, all his Courtiers were ſilent, and only 
Madam de Maintenon, his Wife, had ſufficient Reſo- 
dere eh equate do aababebs wag 
>To: tame and paſſive Submiſſion of the Germans 
to their Wm is the more deſerving of Notice, as 
nothing is more repugnant to their natural Inclination 
than to-make' any Sort of Conceſſions. Unleſs reſtrain- 
ed by Proſpects of Intereſt or Ambition, no People are 
lefs tolerant, and more averſe to put up with Affronts 
and Indignities, nor readier to take Offence at the ſmal- 
leſt Provocations. Their Reſentment is oftentimes fo 
unjuſtifiable, and even ridiculous, that their Neighbours 
the French, (who to do them Juſtice, are-not over pa- 
tient when they think themſelves inſalted) have ſub- 
jected this Punctiliouſneſs in aſſerting their Honour to 
a provedbial Deriſion of long ſtanding; a Querelle d Al- 


' - demand, a German Quarrel, is an Expreſſion which has 


been uſed for many Centuries to Agnity a ſerious _ 
out for T rifles. . 


ThE 3 of this reſtive, unpliant Temper, 
is remarkable in the German Armies; where a pacific 
Subordination reigns between the upper and lower 

Claſſes 


4 * 
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 Cliſevof Officers, the more exemplary, the db 
neering Spirit of the former is often very galling and op- 
| preſſive to their Inferiors. But a German receives 
from Nature a Command over his Paſſions that em- 
powers him to ſtifle them, whenever his Welfare re- 
quires tlleir Concealment; and endues him, at the 
fame Time, witli a c60l; phlegmatic Perſeverance, that 
enables him to keep his Point ſteadily i in View, and give 
up thoſe Conſiderations that would make him deviate 
from the Tac, OF Peiſting i in w hich, he af oye to 
ſucceed, 0 a 


— 


377 14 e f 0 
Tuis reſolute Cqniſtancy accompanying them on all 


Occaſions, is particularly uſeful in producing that un 
ſhaken Adherence to their primitive Purſuits; which 
aſſifted by the habitual Ingenuity reſulting from conti- 
nual Application, effects the ſure, however flow Pro- 
ereſs,. the Gerntans never fail to make in thoſe Under- 
takings, the Succeſs of which depends chiefly on Afi 
duity. Their Genius is like a rich, but coarſe and 
tough Soil, which demands the — laborious Culti- 
vation. Their Capacity lies too deep for a | Jupgrficial 
Degree of Care and Inſtruction, to bring it forward to 
Maturity; but when the requiſite Meaſure of Pains 
and Attention is beſtowed, a moſt àmple Recompence 
accrues to. the Fer. 


A . 
- * 
4 $ # ww , * 


Hexck they equal, if not exceed, all Nations in 
thoſe intellectual Acquiſitions, which Length. of Time, 
and Obſtinacy of Toil, are alone able to compaſs. 
Their Proficiency in various Languages is, for Inftance, 
aſtonifning; an admirable Competency of. Skill! iQ three 

Vopr. II. 8 oc 
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or four, and ſometimes a greater Number, is an Ac 
compliment far nn nnn 2 whip 
257% 18 11 _ 0. 00 
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Tur make nd leds ewinertt a Figure! in thoſ&Oceu- . 
pations and Studlies, a long Continuance wherein will, 
of Courſe, lead a penetrative and prying Mind to Diſs 
coveries. In all the Branches of experimental Philofo- 
phy, and mathematical Knowledge, their Merit is un- 
queſtionable; and in mechanical Inventions, they were 
famous a conſiderable Time before the Engliſh and 
French : Among many others, we are indebted to them 
for the noble Art of Printing. Even fo remotely as the 
fourteenth Century, an Age. of general Darkneſs, they 
applied themſelves to Inquiries, into the Secrets of Na- 
ture. Witneſs that ſurpriſing one of the Uſe and Ef. 
fects of Gunpowder, which they firſt communicated to 
the European World, though indeed, the Merit of find- 
ing out the Compoſition itſelf, has lately been diſputed. 

them in a very learned and i ingenious Publication. 


"Iv this Period of univerſal! Improvement, their Ta-. 
jents and Dexterity are held in the higheſt Eſteem, and, 
the Fabricks of their trading Cities continue in the moſt 5 
di fa! five Requeſt, both i in a their VB. and all the adja- 
cent Countries. 5 OLD 
Many of theſe owe the Civilization e of their Man- 
ners, and the Eſtabliſhment of the polite Arts among 
them, 'to the Germans ; whoſe Example 8 | 
whatever relates to Cuſtoms and Faſhions throughout. 
the North, with no leſs Authority than France dictates 
in * Articles to the Southern Parts of Europe, | 


r 
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Bur here i is a materi J Difference between the 8 
nion theſe enterta if of the F rench, and that whic| the 
fortner manifeſt in favour of the Germans. The lat- 
ter, from the Downrightnels and Candour of their Diſ- 


poſition, meet with the moſt gracious Acceptane of 


their Services, and are honoured with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſtied Employnients in every Court. That of the 
great Czar Peter, and his Armies, were full of Ger- 
mans. Other Sovereigns have ſhewn them equal Coun- 


tenance, and their Credit i is on the ſame iluſtrious Foots 
ing a as ever. | . 

Bor the Credit of the French, notwithſtanding their 
Abilities, is much inferior, The Dread of that Spirit 
of Intrigue, and Addreſs in exerting it, which charac- 
teriſes them wherever they go, proves an inſuperable 
Bar to their Advancement to any Poſt of great Truſt 
in foreign Countries; where the Influence they ſome- 
times gain, is almoſt always poſſeſſed i in ſecret; as the) 
are conſcious of the general Diſſatisfaction it would 
give, from the Knowledge of their meddling, refilels 
Diſpoſition, and the Apprehenſiops, that would conſe- 
quently follow, of their exerciſing it improperfy, and to 
the Diſquiet and Prejudice of the Public, as moſt of 
their Countrymen have done, whenever r they have had 
t in their Power. 


Wr may conclude theſe Remarks on the Germans, 
with an Obſervation, we are naturally led to by the 
above-mentioned Diſparity between their Character 


and that of the French; which is, that no Nation: 


gives more frequent and-unanſwerable, Proofs than the 
"= i former, 
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* * 


former, "RE? folid and well founded th the Maxim i is which 
tegT es, that Plainneſs i in our Proceedings, and a prac- 
-cal bhorrence of all Artifice, are the ſafeſt and rea NS 


£ 1 12 Wear „ 


Ie! to Lk in all our lawful e WW, 
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"Tas is 2 Praiſe to which the f 2 eig .of 
their Condug juſtly entitles them; A 1 Pitt of no {mall 
| Magnitude, and which, notwithſtanding the Depravity 
of an Age, pro rone to indulge in all the ſtudied F ineſſes 
of Cunning ald falſe Prudence, preſerves, an effential 
Weight among the Qualifications required in them 
who are at the Head of public Tranſactions; and is at 
the ſame Time an illuſtrious Argument of the Homage, 
which the kaüncheſt and moſt conſtant Votaries of Du- 
plicity, are obliged to pay to the ſuperior Utility of 


Plain-Dealing. | >: 


ht ref £4 


* 


Tu 3 Effects of this national F rankneſs 
and Simplicity of Heart, are very viſible and extenſive 
Wherever theſe Cauſes are ſuffered to operate in their 
Full Vigour, and without being fettered by the Reſtraints 
of an oppreſſive Syſtem in Politics, ever unfavourable 
to the Manifcitation of the noble Endowments of the 


Mind. : | | 55 2817 
5 He NCE fade diſtant Regions, where German Co- 
lonies are ſettled under more auſpicious Forms of Go- 
vernment than prevail in their n Country; the grea- 
ter and more effectual E ncouragement theſe laudable 
Principles meet with in a Land of Liberty, than they 
can enjoy. where the Severity of Deſpotiſm. is predomi- 
nant, enab les them to appear in their genuine Luſtre, 
; . * 
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and to command, as well as merit, thoſe Rewards That 
are in thoſe yet untyranniſed and happy Climes, and 
r VOY were 3 be, hey AIR Companions. 

'Noxt of the numerous Adventurers in theſe remote 
Quarters of the Globe, from whatever Parts of the 
World they may come, exceed the Proſperity that lo. 
generally attends the Emigrators from Germany; ; who, 


wherever they fix their Reſidence, never fail to render | 


it reſpectable for the Habitation of Men of the moſt 
ſpotleſs F aith and Probity; ; 2 Character that as ſeldom 
fails to prove the moſt irreſiſtible Attraction to Conſi- 
dence, Eſteem and Credit, and to inſure the moſt cor- 


dial Concurrence on all Sides, to ſupport and forward 


ſuch deſerving Neighbours, in their Endeavours to 
thrive and flouriſh, from an experimental Conviction of 
obtaining a moſt ample Retribution, in the Participa- 
tion of the numberleſs Benefits which muſt neceſſarily 
accrue from ſo profitable a Vicinity, The Truth of 
this Aſſertion is notorious to all who have been Wit- 
neſſes of the Conduct of the German Settlers in our 
American Provinces, as honeſt and worthy a Race of 
Men, as any that inhabit the Britiſh Dominions, | 


To Candour and Simplicity, let us alſo add two other 
moſt capitally meritorious Qualifications, Laboriouſneſs 
and Frugality, for which they are no leſs renowned, and 
wherein, though they may have Rivals, yet they cer- 
tainly have no Superiors. Theſe may juſtly be deemed 
the four characteriſtical Virtues of the Germans; Vir- 
tues that are inconteſtibly the Baſis of many others, 
* and 
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and which place them on a Level with thoſe Nations 
who entertain the higheſt Notions of their own Worth. 


TREIR indefatigable Land 4 theſe bee. latter f 
Qualities, is a peculiar Subject of Admiration to all who 
; travel in Germany, where, notwithſtanding the Diſ- 
couragements, to which the lower Claſſes are uſually 
ſubject in many of the Principalities of the Empire, yet, 
through an invariable Steadineſs and Aſſiduity in their 
ſeyeral Callings, Decency and Sufficiency are the Por- 
tion of the Majority of thoſe, moſt of whoſe Equals in 
Degree i in other Countries, through a Defect of the 
fame Meaſure of Toil and Application, are reduced to 
1 8 of e and Want. 


Bur without going out 4 our own 7 the vaſt 
Continent already mentioned abounds with Proofs of the 
laborious Spirit and good Huſbandry of the Germans: 
Thoſe eſpecially who cultivate the fertile Plains of Pen- 
ſylvania, are a People, in theſe Reſpects, fit to be ſet up 
as Examples to all our Coloniſts ; as they are, indeed, 
inferior to none in that punctual and honourable Diſ- 
charge of all Duties and Obligations, which conſtitutes 
the moſt excellent Members of Society; a Truth it is 

incumbent on all Engliſhmen to acknowledge with 
Gratitude, when we reflect on the noble Returns they 

ve made for the Patronage and Aſſiſtance received 
from Britain, in. augmenting almoſt Tenfold, within 
the Compaſs of leſs than half a Century, the Riches 
and Value of one of our moſt important Colonies. 


NoTwiTH- 
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NotwiTHSTANDING the Malignity that ſome have, 
perhaps, too willingly, admitted to be inherent in our 
Nature, from the Propenſity and Alertneſs, with which 
Scandal and Defamation are liſtened to and propagated 
yet, from the more viſible Satisfaction and Delight, 
that commonly appear, as much in them who hear, as 
in thoſe who recount laudable Tranſactions, it ſeems 
probable there is more Enjoyment reſulting from the 
latter, than from the former; a Conjecture one may 
venture to countenance for the Honour of Humanity. 


Wenn by fo dame and agreeable a Preſump- 
tion, we have expatiated the more largely, and with 
the more Alacrity, on thoſe Parts of the Character of 


the Germans, that ſhew them in an amiable Light; 


and have not inſiſted upon the light Faults of a Na- 
tion, ſo eſteemable for its far greater Proportion of emi- 
nent Qualities, with that Minuteneſs which, in the 
Scale of Senſe and Equity, ought to be reſerved for the 
Enumeration of ſuch Things only as can be remember- 
ed with pleaſure, and contribute to the Uſe and Edifi- 
cation of Mankind. When Virtues greatly preponde- 
rate, Vices ſhould almoſt be forgotten; and while we 
ſurvey the Failings next to inſeparable from the Condi- 
tion of Mortals, we ſhould be cautious not to permit 
Cenſoriouſneſs to dwell on mere Foibles, leſt our At- 
tention ſhould be diminiſhed to the Splendor of ſolid 
Deſerts. 


THe public Intereſt undoubtedly makes it ſometimes 
neceſſary, to expoſe the Guilt, and animadvert on the 
Flaws of a People in their national Capacity; but the 

1 utmoſt 
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utmoſt” Tmpartiality and Diſcretion ſhould direct ſuch 
an Enquiry : In order te avoid Falſhood and Miſrepre- 
ſentation, the moſt unfeigned Mildneſs and Moderation 
Qught to be our Guides, and no Tincture of Exagge- 
ration allowed According to the celeſtial Precept, we 
ſhould temper Judgment with Mercy; and above all, 
be convinced, that Slander is acoeptable only to the 
Malicious and Narrow-hearted, a Claſs of Readers it 
were a Diſgrace to pleaſe, and that to a feeling Mind 
the Diſcovery of Blemiſhes muſt be painful ; and to an 
enlarged Underſtanding the Review of Miſdeeds can 
afford no Matter of Satisfaction. 


Ix is a much. more delightful Taſk, when ſuch Pic- 
tures can be drawn as demand more Light than Shade, 
and require not Colours of an offenſive Die; when 
charmed with. the Beauty and Propriety of the Subject, 
the Painter need not fear to diſplay it fully to Sight. 
Happy when ſuch a Metaphor j is applicabte to Indivi- 
duals; but how much happier, when, without vio- 
lating the Truth, we are able to apply it to whole 
Nations! 


O F 


OF THE 


DUTCH, 


N EITHE R ancient nor modern Ages bave af, 
forded a more illuſtrious Proof, that Nations, 
as well as Individuals, are the Artificers of their own 
Fortune, than that which has been ſo conſpicuouſly 
exhibited by the Republic of Holland. 


LI 


83 for the Courſe of many 8 and 
mentioned in Hiſtory as little more than Expletives in 
the Titles of ſome Sovereigns, or as the inconſiderable 
and petty Principalities that occur to the ſtudious En- 
quirer in the Courſe of his Reading, the Provinces of 
which this Commonwealth conſiſts, emerged at once 
from Obſcurity, and the World ſaw with Amazement 
a People, who compoſed the ſmalleſt Part of an Em- 
pire formed by the unexpected Union of various Coun- 
tries, riſe on a ſudden, to ſuch a Degree of Strength 
and Importance, as to figure equally. wth the moſt 
wealthy, moſt populous, and moſt powerful Nations. 


TEIS happened at a Time when, 3 a Concur- 
rence of ſiniſter Events, all Europe imagined they 

were on the Eve of becoming of leſs Conſequence than 
ever; 
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ever; and of experiencing the heavieſt Weight of civil 
and religious 1 yranny, which had united to wreak 
their utmoſt on them; and ſeemed leſs intent 
to treat them with the moſt mercileſs Severity, than to 
accompliſh their abſolute and utter Deſtruction. 


Soc was the diſtreſsful Situation of a People who 
took the heroic Reſolution not to deſpond, and to riſk 


all rather than ſubmit to their Oppreſſors; though they 


had before their Eyes, deplorable Inſtances of the un- 
relenting Barbarity that muſt inevitably prove their 
Fa ate, if their Reſiſtance. were unſucceſsful. 


© A TERRIBLE Example had been made of their un- 
fortunate Neighbours, and Fellow- ſubjects, the Flem- 
ings ; who, though far ſuperior to them in Wealth 
and Numbers, had miſcarried in their Attempt to op- 
poſe the illegal Proceedings of an arbitrary Court ; 
which in the Fury of its Reſentment, had chaſtiſed them 
with the mioſt ſnameleſs Inhumanity. 


Bur in Spite of theſe dreadful Precedents, and the 
apparent Improbability of their Meeting with better 
Fortune, Arguments that were ſtrongly urged by the 
puſillanimous or the venal among their Countrymen ; 
with every Diſcouragement to damp their Spirit, it 
fill ſhone forth-with almoſt unexampled Luſtre ; and 
enabled an'indigent, undiſciplined Multitude, to cope 
with the Treaſures of the richeſt Potentate in Europe, 

and to face the beſt diſciplined Troops, at that Time, 
in the World; and in the End, to become an Over- 
mateh for both. 


Facts 
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Facts of this Nature, the Authenticity of which is 


indiſputable, ought certainly to eſtabliſh the Character 


of a Nation, and render it inacceſſible to the Reach of. 
Slander and Malevolence : Ang: yet, whether from 


Envy, or a Depravity of Judgment, it does nor ſeem 
that other Nations have ſhewn a ſufficient Degree of 
Impartiality, and paid a due Tribute of Praife and Ad- 
miration, to this Magnanimity and invincible Reſolu- 
tion of the Dutch, The Aſſiſtance they fucceſlively 
received from the Engliſh, the French, and others, in 
the Progreſs of their Hoſtilities, is generally too much 
inſiſted: upon; and People forget, that in the Birth 
and Infancy of their State, a Period when Help was 
moſt needed, they had no other Support than their 
own deſperate Valour ; of which they diſplayed, on 
numberleſs Occaſions, the moſt amazing Proofs, par- 
ticularly in thoſe ever-memarable Sieges of Harlem, 
and Leyden, not undeſervedly compared to thoſe of 
Saguntum, and Carthage; and which they ſuſtained 
with a Courage and Heroiſm neceſſary, at that critical 
Period, to convince their Enemies what Men they had 
to deal with. Actions like theſe, rouſed, at laſt, the 
Attention of Europe, in Favour of the Dutch; in the 
ſame Manner as the valiant Perſeverance of the Corſi- 
cans in the Defence of their Liberty, may at length 
jatereſt ſome of the moſt conſiderable Powers in their 
Behalf, 

THx1s obſtinate Fortitude in the moſt dangerous Tri- 
als, may juſtly be reputed a national Characteriſtic of 
the Dutch. They ſignally verified it, a ſecond Time, 
by their intrepid Behaviour in the. famous Year Seven- 

ty-two, 
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ty- two, during the laſt Century, when the ignominious 
Alliance of the Court of England with that of France, 
ſeemed to portend their entire Annihilation, from the 
Inveteracy, the Powes and the Proximity of theſe po- 
tent Adverſaries: The firſt of them was gaining, and 
had near compleated a Superiority at Sea; and the Se- i i 
cond,” from the Numerouſneſs of his Armies, and, the 
Excellence of his Commanders, was reaſonably; deem 
ed irreſiſtibſe at Land. Thus they found themſelves 
bemmed in, as it were, between two Aſſailants, one of 
vhom, though a voluptuous Prince, had private Piques 
of the moſt ſtimulating Nature to animate him againſt 
them, and Men of unqueſtionable Bravery and Con- 
duct, to ſecond his Animoſity; and the other was an 
ambitious, and bigoted Monarch, who thought him 
ſelf authoriſed by his Religion, and was inſtigated by 
the Adulation of his Subjects and Miniſters, to over- 
turn that flouriſhing Commonwealth. 


7 


I this Extremity, which nothing could exceed or 
equa}, but the primitive Difficulties they had to en- 
counter in the Formation of their State, they acted 
with a Firmneſs and Prudence no People ever ſurpaſſ- 
ed. When driven to the Brink of Deſpair, they did 
not lofe that Preſence of Mind, which never defponds 
while any Glimmering of Hope remans ; but like the 
Romans, who after the Defeat of Cannae, ſtill poſſeſſ- 
ed that undaunted Calmneſs of Soul, by which they 
perceived they were not totally undone, and continued 
to exert themſelves vigorouſly every where; after this 
noble Example, the Dutch remained unintimidated, 

upperplexed in all their Deliberations and Meaſures. 
Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding the French Armies and the Engliſh 
Fleets were ſurrounding them on all Sides, though the 
former had penetrated into the Heart of their Country, 
and the latter were beſieging their very Shores, they 
yet had the Courage and Conſtaney to give up no- 
thing for loſt; and to provide equally for the Defence 
and Protection of every Spot that ſtill was their own, 
and for the Recovery of all that had been wreſted from 
them by the Enemy. Add to this, the ſpirited Imlig- 
nation with which they rejected the baſe Proffers ot 
Peace, or rather of Servitude, which the haughty In- 
vader ĩmagined their Diſtreſſes had ſufficiently prepared 
them to receive. Add, what is much more, the un- 
ſhaken Greatneſs of Soul which inſpired them with 
that no leſs heroie, than unparalleled Determination, 
rather than embrace Slavery, to abandon their native 
Country, and tranſport themſelves, their Wives, Chil- 
dren, Families, in a Word, their whole Nation, acroſs 
the Ocean to the fartheſt Extremities of the Globe: 
So ſtupendous a Deſign could only have been conceived 
by Enthuſiaſts for Liberty; in the Cauſe of which, ſuch 
a Species of Enthuſiaſm was truly ſublime, and cer- 
tainly reflected the higheſt Honour on thoſe who Were 
capable of it. 


Tuvs it was the Dutch eſtabliſhed their Liberty, in 
Defiance of the Tyranny of Spain, and maintained it 
againſt the Ambition of France. The Struggle in both 
Caſes, was attended with the utmoſt Difficulties, ” and 
conſequently with an immenſe Acquiſition of Glory, 
The firſt had rendered them ſufficiently famous; but 
the ſecond added a Degree of Renown ſtill greater, 
from 
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fom the ſuperior Might of the combined Enemies, 
with whom they had to contend; and from the Capa- 
eity they were in, to reſiſt ſo powerful a League, 


 Gving to the Progreſs which Labour, Induſtry and 


Commerce had been gradually making among them, 
ity * — of IE u 97 


T HE —— ariſing boch theſe Refbrces, they 
were but ſlightly acquainted with at the Era of their 
Foundation; and they came to the Poſſeſſion of Free- 
dom, as the Inheritor of an Eſtate, of which the ſole 
Value is to conſiſt of his future Improvements. They 


ſhewed themſelves, however, fully adequate to the 


Taſk Neceſſity had impoſed upon them. In the 
Courſe of not many Years, a Country, Nature has 
been remarkably unfavourable to, became both habi- 
table and pleaſant. Towns and Cities were built; 
where Huts or poor Villages had ſtood for Ages before ; 
their Frontiers were covered with Fortreſſes ; they ſent 
numerous Armies into the Field, and the moſt formid- 


able Fleets upon the Seas; and, in ſhort, proved them- 


ſelves entirely worthy of that Independency, which, 
after they had nobly aſſerted it by a War of eighty | 
Years Continuance, was adjudged by the: unanimous 
Voice of all Europe, aſſembled at the Congreſs of Mun. 
ſter, to be a Reward amply due to their unremitting 
Efforts to preſerve it, | 


Svcn is the general Picture of the Inhabitants of the 
Seven United Provinces; a People, as Thomſon ſays 
of the Scots, In Misfortune's School trained up to 
% hardy Deeds.” And one may not leſs truly add, 
moſt 


OF THE DUTCH 287 
molt highly deſerving; of the Proſperity to which' they 


hays; attained,, and have now ſo lang-enjoyed:. A 


Proſperity which, as it was nat the Reſult ef mers 
Contingencies, but the natural and neceſſury Conſe- 
quence of Plans wiſely laid, and ſpiritedly executed, 
promiſes, from the Permaneney af the Genius that 
preſided at its Commencement. to Have a lafting 
Duration. 
Wu renders the Sueceſs of theſe Plans mort ad- 
mirable, is, that they were formed, catried on, and 
completed in the midſt of a perilous | and .expentfive 


War; and not during the Tranquility; Leifure, and 


Safety of Peace; the only Time when other Nations 


have n their Attention goes of this Nature. 


& 2 a LES -F 
Tum Dutch K to have ſuperlatively folfilled' the 
Arabibied Horace, Nil Mortalibus arduum, Nothing 
is difficult to Mortals, when they are obſtinately de- 
termined to combat all Obſtacles. 1 
Uwi the Fourteenth * 1 of his hi ork 
ing Nature at illes ; what then muſt we think of 
the Victories of the Dutch over the perpetual Oppo- 
ition they meet from it in ſo, many prodigious Enter- 
priſes at Home? An Oppoſition the more powerful, 
as it will never end; and requires an equal Perſeve- 
rane&of Efforts, not to ſubdue it, which is imprackier- 
ble, but in order to prevent it from ſubduing. 


As Good, however, is ſometimes educed out of the 


greateſt Evils, from this unceaſing Contention is pro- 
duced 
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duced that unyielding Diſpoſitibn in the Natives, 
which has proved the moſt ſolid Baſis of their Gfan- 
deur, and enables hem, at the ſame Time, to claim a 
| Species of Glory, no other Nation ever yet had a Right 
to; which ie, that while other Countries maintain and 
6 port their Inhabitants, - they, on the contrary, give 

in a Manner, Exiſtence to the Land they dwell in. 


* 
Err 1 
* 9 K 


Fon Cauſes of this Nature, and that exhauſtleſs 
Fund of indefatigable Induſtty, the- happy  Cotiſe- 
quences of which are diffuſed over all the Face of the 
Land, Stateſmen and Princes Who have ſtudied, and 
been deſirous to promote the Welfate of their Subjects, 
and the Improvement of their Dominions, have ſought 
the Means of theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, chiefly in this 
Country. Thus, after the Ceſſation of the Civil 

Wars which had ſo terribly. afflicted France, and the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Crown was ſecured to Henry 
the Fourth, when he and the Duke of Sully employed 

| themſelves in the patroniſing of Trade and Manufac- 
tures, the Dutch were the Patterns he honoured with 
bis Imitation; by adopting, their Maxims and Regu- 
lations in the Eſtabliſhment of various Branches of 
Buſineſs; 3. and nobly rewarding ſuch of them as per- 
ſonally ſettled i in his Realm, and were inſtrumental i in 
forwarding thoſe laudable Deſigns. The Steps of this 
Monarch, the beſt and, greateſt F rance ever had, were 
not leſs ſucceſsfully purſued, by the, ableſt Minifter that 
Kingdom was at any, Time bleſt with, the inamortal 

Colbert, the real Founder of all its ſubſequent Great- 
neſs. Of latter Days, that Prod gy of Diligence and 
Activity, the celebrated Peter of Muſcovy, made Hol- 
land 
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had the principal Ohjef of his Attention, in \ the mo- 
delling, and Proſeemion of thoſe truly Royal Schemes 
and Reſolutions he had framed. fot the Nene 0 his 
* un, 1 ant 


ix no ber Country whatever, will 2 judicious In- 
veller find more Subjects of inſtructive Speculation, 
| Excepting to thoſe contemptible Individuals who ſaun- 
| ter about the World in Queſt of mere Amuſement and 
Diverſian, no Spot on Earth affords more noble Mo- 
tives of Admiration and Reſpect for thoſe who poſſeſs it, 
than Holland; where whatever political Abilities can 
perform bas been ſo fignally atchieved. 


Ir was the Opinion bo Themiſtocles, that ** high- 


eſt Proof of human Capacity, conſiſled in aggrandiz- 
ing a ſmall State; and conformably to this Sentiment, 


that great Man's Reputation, i in his own Age, eroſe 
much leſs from his Victory at Salamis over the Per- 
ſians, and the Deliverance of all Greece from thoſe 
Invaders, than from the Re-eſtabliſhment of Athens, 
and the Meaſures by which he laid the Foundation of 
the Importance and Superiority, his Countrymen ob- 
| rained over all che other (Irecian Cities. 


22 to this Often. what a Number of 
able Stateſmen muſt have contributed to the Fortune 
of the Dutch ; whoſe Beginnings, as their own Motto 
truly intimates, were ſo ſmall, whoſe Increaſe of 
Strength and Conſideration was ſo rapid, and the Du- 
ration of both which has been ſo permanent ? 


Yor. II. U | Nor- 
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| NoTwiTHSTANDING moſt of their Neighbours tive 
followed their Examples i in the Cultivation of Com- | 
merce, and the Eneouragement of Induſtry, yet Hol- 
land ſtill remains ſuperior in both to all her Rivals and 
Imitators; and from the Tenour of its Conſtitution, 
is little apprehenſive of the Diminution of this Su- 
periority. 


Turn is no Country where a Facility of fettling is 
ſo univerfally unclogged with Impediments from natio- 
nal, civil, or religious Cauſes. The whole World is, 


in a Manner, made welcome; and a Participation of 


all Privileges ſecured to every one by the generous 
Hoſpitality of the Government, which admits, with a 
noble Confidence, Individuals of all Countries into 
its Truſt and Service. is 


- * 


Hxcx it has been ſo plentifully ſupplied with the 


moſt uſeful Members in all Denominations. Its Ci- 
ties have been ſtocked with Merchants, and Men of 
Bufineſs, from all thoſe Parts where an impolitic Op- 


preſſion denied them the Liberty of enjoying the Fruits 


of their Labour, without Subjection to Rapine and ar- 


| bitrary Taxation, or of following the DiQates of their 


Conſcience in Matters of Religion. Similar Ads of 
Injuſtice contributed no leſs to fill their Armies with | 
— Officers and Soldiers from all * | 

' Tavs the Violation of thoſe common Rights of 
Humanity, which had been the Cauſe of their primi- 
tive Inſurrection, proved alſo the Means of peopling 


their Provinces ; and may be aſſigned as the principal 


Channel 


* 


Channel through which the Wealth and Strength of 
| FOI: States have been transferred into their Hands, 


* their very Cbineienceinent; + latabitants * 


Riches of Brabaut and Flanders, the moſt commercial 
and opulent Countries in Europe, were driven, by Ty- 
ranny and Petſcoution, into Holland; the Beginging-of 
whoſe Proſperity and Exaltation may be aſcribed, to the 


Downfall of Ghetit and Antwerp; on the Ruins of 


which unfortunate Citjes its Grandeur ſpeedily roſe, 


by the Acceſſion of thoſe Multitudes of moneyed 
Burghers, and induſtrious Tradeſmen and Merchants; 
who were formerly the Citizens of thoſe once flouriſh- 
ing Places; and. who deſerted over in Crowds to a 
Land of Freedom and Security. The thirty Years 
War in Germany; brought them no leſs a Supply, in 
the middle of the laſt Century; when ſuch Numbers 
| fled from the Scenes of Deſolation that unhappy Coun- 
try was ſo Jong involved in, The Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantz, which deprived France of her moſt Va- 
juable Subjects, was alſo an Addition of People and 
Treaſure to Holland, almoſt equal to any of the two 
former. As the ſame Cauſes have been operating 
throughout Europe ever ſince, though not indeed with 
equal Violence, 4 conſtant, though leſs copious Emi- 
gration, continues from other Countries ints theirs ; 
which; notwithſtanding Zealots and Abettors of Sla- 
very have ſtiled it the Retreat of the Out-caſts, and 
Refuſe of all Europe, has often proved the Aſylum of 
ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Characters in modern 
Ages. 
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No Sort of reaſonable Encouragement/is wanting to 
induce the Reſort of all whoſe Falents' may become 
of real Utility to the Public, either by the Importation 
of Improvements, or a+ Diſpoſitien to Labour and In- 
duſtry, which in this Country is juſtly deemed à Quali- 
fication of the higheſt Value, and is accordingly; che- 
riſhed and affiſted by che mn e with: no n 
Care 2 Attention. enn | 

to wtf 20 80-7 N Beit anatied oe. | — 

Take Vigilance and rite Zeal Aim deb 

Y. in other Nations, by deviating from Moderation, 
defeats its own Purpoſe, is, in Holland, accompanied 
with a Calinneſs that weighs ienpartially the Propriety 
or Unfitneſs of all Meafures 3 and conſequently ex- 
eludes none from whence the State may derive any Be- 
nefit, however diſguſting they may ee 
9 8851 or the Projudlced: © | 


Ene in the midſt of that Reſentment, it was 
natural they. ſhouid ſeel on Account of the ſevere 
Treatment they had received from the Romaniſts, 
they ſtil granted them, with no leſs Policy than Hu- 
manity, the moſt ample Liberty of exerciſing the 
F. unctions of their Religion; - while on the other hand, 
by not : wholly diveſting them of all national Employ- 
ments, and yet debarting them of any Degree of Power 
that might roufe their Ambition, and incite them to 
exert their reſtleſs Antipathy for all other Perſuaſions, 
they have found Means to render them good Subjects 
in 1 Proteſtant State; thus they have Admiſſion into 
their Fleets and Armies, 2nd may riſe in either to a cer- 


tain Rank. T Os in their Turn, t to do them Juſtice, 


have 
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have ſhewn themſelves worthy of all theſe Favours by 
a faithful Difcharge of their ſeveral Duties; and it is 
no Exaggeration io aſſert, that the Romaniſts in the 
United Provinces are the moſt reſpectable of any of 


theif Communion under a Proteſtant Government. 


They have an unfeigned Attachment to their Country, 
and are duly attentive to the Importance of that Maxim, 
the Obſervance of which would have prevented ſo much 
Miſchief in the World, that our ſpiritual Concerns 
ſhould never be allowed to We with political 
Tranſactions. 


To this happy Spirit of univerſal 'Foleration is ow- 

ing the humane Reception and Uſage of the Jews; 
whoſe Wealth and Multitude in Holland, exceed thoſe 
of their Brethren in any other Chriſtian State; and 
who, to their truer Honour, afford a greater Number 
of worthy Gp here than any where, 


Tu ſame may be ſaid of the many inferior Seas 
and Denominations of Chriſtians, that abound in this 
Fart of Europe, and who live here in the Enjoyment 
of a Tranquility, which, by ſetting their Minds at 
Eaſe, banithes that Ferocity of Temper, which is the 
natural Conſequenee of Perſecutiqn, and leaves them 
full Power to follow, with . Chearfulneſs and Serenity, 
the Bent of their Diſpoſition, and to diſplay thoſe Vir- 
tues and good Qualities that are found in People of all 
Perſuaſions, | 


Ta1s total Deliverance from n Oppreſſion 
and Inveteracy, is the more remarkable, as it has taken 
— "Y Place 
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"Place i in a Country which was once ſo much the Patriy 


mony of the Chureh, that all the petty Sovereigns of 
its various Diſtriẽts acknowledged themſelves, former 
ly, the liege Subjects of the Biſhop of Utrecht; and 
it was not: till the Days of the Emperor Charles the 


Fifth, that this Prelate ceaſed to be Lord Paramount 


of upwards of wan, Principalities in the low Countries. 


Tur n of this eccleſiaſtical Gaindear, Char. 
lemain, was certainly very excuſable, when we recol- 
le& the Barbarouſneſs of his Times, and the Piety of | 
his Motives. But Philip the Second of Spain, who 


thought it incumbent upon him to imitate this Part of 
his Conduct, only ſhewed his Ignorance of the State 


of Mankind in his Days, and his own deſpicable Turn 


for Soperſtition ; for both which he alpha ſuffered, 


Such a Lenity and Moderation in the: Rules and 
Practice of Government, was the principal Motive 


that induced the European Powers to prefer Holland 


to all other Conntries, as a Place of amicable 
Meeting for all Parties ; where, from the F reedom 
and Unreſtraint they had all an equal Claim to, they. 
might indulge themſelves in a friendly Diſcuſſion and 
Reconcilement of their Differences. This Prefer- 
ence began very ſoon after the F oundation of the Re- 
public. We find that even ſo early as when the 
Spaniſh Armada was become the grand Subject of 
Attention in Europe ; England, France, and Germa- 
ny had their Miniſters at the Hague; which, in a few 
Years after, became the Center of all public NegcCia« 


tions ; and whither even mw Spaniards themſelves at 
| laſt 
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laſt repaired, in order to conclude the famous Treaty, 
to which they gave the Name of 'I'ruce. Not long 

after an additional Hanour was conferred upon Holland, 

by the holding of that celebrated Synod at Dort, where 

the univerſal Body of Proteſtants aſſembled ſor the n 

and n the laſt Time. 


Fase this nei Gaia of e whole 
Abilities, from the Bufineſs committed to their Ma- 
nagement, may juſtly be eſteemed to have been of the 
firſt Rate, a Conſequence was derived of ſignal Advan- 
tage to the State, in the many conſummate Politicians 
who were trained in that School of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, formed by the conſtant Intercourſe of the chief 


Members of the Republic, with the moſt able Nego- 


ciators from all the European Courts. Hence the 
great Names of Barnevelt, De Wit, Heinſius, Fagel, 
and many others, all Men of prime Eminence ia their 
Station, and worthy to be cited as the moſt perfe&- 
Models of Miniſters and of Patrjots. 


Ir was no Wonder the State ſhould proſper under 
ſuch Men; the Hiſtory of Holland, during their Ad- 
miniſtration, amply proves how adequate they were to 
the Charge they undertook ; and when we reflect on 
the Happineſs their Countrymen enjoyed while govern- 
ed by their Councils, the Warmth of Expreſſion it is 
ſo frequently commemorated with in Holland, is a Tri- 
bute to which they have the moſt reaſonable Claim, 


SwAyYED by the Genius, and animated with the 
vpirit of ſuch Guides, the Dutch, in all their Affairs 
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| both of Peace and War, fhone forth with diſtinguiſhed 
| Luftre 3 and became fuperio# to every Nation in Eu- 
rope in whatever conſtitutes the folid Grandeur of a 
People. Through ſalutary Regulations in all that re- 
lated to domeſtic Proceedings, they grew populous, 
and opulent at Home; and by the moſt deliberate and 


eircumſpectful Conduct in all their foreigns Concerns, 
they were no leis ſucceſsful and e Abroad. 
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Iv no very- nlp Space oor they had ſhaken off the 
Yoke of Spain, about the Beginning of the ſeventeenth 
Century, they had rendered themſelves an Example 
to all their Neighbours in the Science of interna} Co- 

vernment; and by the noble, beneficent Uſage of all 
who entered into their Service, they had acquired the 
completeſt military Lift zt that Time extant. | No 
Army was then comparable to that of Prince Maurice, 

| whether we conſider the Skill of the Officers, or the 
Bravery and Diſcipline of the Soldiers. Actions of the 
moſt heroic: Intrepidity were common among theſe ; 
ſuch, to mention one only out of many, was that of 
him who deſired his next Camrade to kill him, leſt the 
Noiſe of his Coughing ſhould alarm the Enemy, whom 
they were about to ſurpriſe ; an Inſtance of Magnani- 
mity not inferior tq that of the Piedmonteſe Soldier, 
who at the Siege of Turin, during the Wars ſor the 
Spaniſh Succeſſion, blew himſelf yp, with three hun- 

. dred French. | 4 


- 5 — — 0 
n — — 2 5 3 
- 


WIrEH Armies compoſed of Men, among whom 


Feats of this Nature were not unfrequent, they were a 
=; 
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full Match for the Spaniards at Land, though com- 
manded by a Prince of Paima, and à Spinola; while 
at Sea, no Competition ſubſiſted between them and 
Spain; whoſe Fleets they defeated, ſeized,” or deſtroy- 
ed every where; and whoſe Settlements they invaded 
in the remoteſt c WW of the Globe, wy 


Tali Triumphs were not more 60 to the Relolu- 
tion of their Troops, and the Conduct of their Com- 
manders, than to the Wiſdom and Vigilance that plan- 
ned their Operatiens, and the . Order their 
Finances were kept | itt, 


Tur Art of making the moſt of their public Reve- 
nues, no People, indeed, ever underſtood better than 
the Duteh, whoſe unparalleled Oeconomy was the 
Fund from whence they drew thoſe Treaſures that en- 
abled them, even in the Infancy of their Common- 
wealth, to make a grateful, and no inconſiderable Re- 
turn of the moſt timely Aſſiſtance to their generous 
Friend and Patron Queen Elizabeth, when menaced 
with an Invaſion by the Spaniards, in the famous 
eighty- eighth Year of the ſixteenth Century. The like 
Epocha in the following, was no leſs remarkable, when 
they fully requited their Obligations to England, for 
delivering them from the Tyranny of Spain. It was 
indeed a noble Requital; no leſs than the Revolution, 
for which the Engliſh Nation ſhould never forget it 
ſtands deeply indebted to the Dutch ; an Event that 
completely wiped off the Stain caſt upon their Charac- 
ter by the Affa r of Amboyna ; Which, however, was 


the Deed but of a few; while the affiſting in our Pre- 


ſervation, 
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letvatiol," was the Work of the unanimous Councils 


of their whole Nation; a Meaſure, it may be added, 
wherein it was happy for us they veg pg as wil- 
lng; ſo titans tet I" | He tf 


= 


Tur whole Tenous ef their ConduRt, was the * | 


reſpecting other Nations. Ever watchful of what was 
doing, that might in any wiſe affect their Intereſt, no- 
thing was tranſacted, throughout Europe, wherein 
their Intervention was juſt and proper, without their, 
Appearance on the Scene of Action, with no leſs 
Credit and Dignity to themſelves, than Benefit to the 
Party whoſe Cauſe they n 


Tous, by interpaſing | inthe Quarrels between Den- 
mark and Sweden, in the middle of the laſt Century, 
the former was ſaved from impending Ruin ; and, on 
a more recent Occaſion, the latter was effectually 
A 


Ax equal Attention was paid to other Kingdoms 


and States; and no People ever made more judicious 


FTreaties, or obſerved their different Engagements 
with greater Honour and Fidelity. | 


IT was, therefore, with the moſt equitable and ra- 
tional Price, they ſtruck that famous Medal, which 
the Haughtineſs of tl\e Court, and Miniſtry of Lewis 
the. Fourteenth, took ſuch a groundleſs and iniquitous 
Offence at. The Truth was, they ſought a Pretence 


to break with Holland; and for Want of a better, - 


made ufc of this pitiful and ignominious Pretext, 


amon 8 


ek . | — * 


or THE DUTCH wg 
among others, by conſtruing an elegant, and ſpirited 


Catalogue of the national Atchievements, and political 
Merits of that Republick, into an indirect Cenſure and 
Contempt af their own Proceedings. All Europe, 
however, bore Teſtimony to the ReQitude of the 
Dutch in their Aſſertions; and the triumphal Arches 
, the French erected at Paris for their King, were, in 
fad, rather Monuments of his Injuſtice, and ſhame- 
ful Ambition, than of his Conqueſts, which both he 
and the World were conſcious he had only made 
through Deceit and Surpriſe, over an unprovided and 
defenceleſs People; and which he was forced to aban- 
don, with no leis Rapidity than he had obtained them, 
as ſoon as they had recovered from the Confuſion, ſo 
_ unforeſeen, : and ſo unexpected an Invaſion had thrown 
them into; and had put themſelves into a Poſture of 
Defence, by a new modelling and Augmentation of 
their Land F orces, and the Re- eſtabliſhment of the 
Statholderſhip ; ; an Expedient, of which the Efficacy 
was ſo apparent, at that Time, that it is not impro- 
bable, the Repetition of it in Favour of the preſent 


Houſe of Orange, at the Cloſe of the laſt War but one 


was no ſmall Inducement with the F rench to conclude 
a Peace, from the Recollection how little their former 
Attempts on the Dutch had proſpered, after this falu- 


tary Step had been taken. _ 


0 


Tux Propriety and Moderation thus exhibited by 
Holland in its Tranſactious with the European Powers, 
have, in a manner, endeared the Safety and Weltare of 
that flouriſhing Republic to all Parties and Perſuaſions, 


the F rench | alone excepted ; who long ago, ever ſince 
the 


' 
© k 
8 
3% 
4 p, 
2 
pd 
PI Ty 
1 
2 
3 
iy — 
WITS 77 
we! * 
1 4 
AFL g 
oy 5. 
: Ty 
- © - 
#3 » -3 
* 
© 
r 
** F 
. 9 
= 
138 <" 
PLAST LE 
Wo 5 
- , 
” 19 
10 ** 
43 3 
"8 x 
N 
9 17 
19 
49 
7 4 
7 « 
. 15 
„ 
., 
Nr 
1 " 
* 8 
* 
2 
7 
7; 4s 4 
fk F 
} i * 
24} 
2 2 
- BL : 
* 
of 
** 
3 * 
4 5 
9 
7 
+ I 
3&9 Kb 
- + 
+2 
: 
; 
Ji 
K. 
1 
. 
* 


] 
| 
j 
| 


— . 3 
AW... 9 
— 
— 
r 


- — 
2 : 
co. 3 
2 > BG 2 * — 
— ö—̃ 
— » 1A * % 
: hw cd I _— 


IIS 


350 or ru DUTCH. 


the Decline of the Spaniſh Monarchy, (to the Down» 
fall of which, their Intereſt prompted them to contri- 
bure equally with the Dutch) have been meditating the 
Acquiſttion of thoſe Provinces that form a neceſſary 
Barrier between France and that Commonwealth; 
which notwithſtanding the Reputation of political Wir 
dom, it has fo long and fo juſtly enjoyed, ſeems lefs 
appreheniſive of theſe encroaching Neighbours than 
former] yz and to have forgotten the. Arrogance and 


- 4» 44; > 


their tranſitory Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Low Countries 
at the wana of this Coney. 8 


Maxy are the Motives that incline the People of 
Europe to wiſh well to the Dutch; whoſe profound 
and exquiſite Policy has taken Care to eſtabliſh a Com- 
nexion between themſelves and other States, of fuch 
a Nature, that the public and private Affairs of both 
are become ſo intimately blended and interwoven, as 
not to ſuffer a Disjunction. This is a Piece of Skill 
of no recent ſtanding. They began the Practice of 
it not long after their primitive Settlement; by inter- 
eſting the principal Individuals throughout Europe in 
their Funds, and rendering their Country the Chan- 
nel and Cen: re of all pecuniary Negociations between 
States and Sovereigns ; and even the Depoſitory of 
their Treaſures, as well as of the Riches of their 
Subjects. | 


WhiLe thus attentive to the moſt effectual Means 
of ſecuring themſelves againſt Accidents from Abroad, 
they have neglected nothing that could in any ſhape 
con- 
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contribute to render their Situation at Home camferta-. 
ble. In order, to accompliſh this End, nothing has 
been ſpared either of Art or Labour; and it myſt. be. 
oonfeſſed, they neven were employed more ſucceſofully. 
' Notwithſtanding tha Beauty and Embelliſhments af 
their Country, are abſolutely the Reſult. of theſe Cauſes 
alone, yet they have been ſo judiciouſly exerted, that 
neither is, in a manner, perceptible ; we may even add, 
that as a Man who emerges. from Adyerlity to good 
Fottune, diſplays more Joy than ene who never expe- 
rienced Calamity, ſo Nature in Holland, wears an 
AſpeR. rather more flouriſhing and gay, than in thoſe 
* where little or uo Trouble is requiſite to keep her 

in, good Order. Though it muſt be admitted, at the 
ſame time, that, like a Conſtitution recovered from a 
bad Plight, it demands alſo the utmoſt Watchfulne's 
and, Care, in order to be prevented from a Relapſe into 
us eager D and N | 


| Os this, 3 hh is no 1 when we 

| . the Pains taken to obviate. i it by the Number 
of Hands ſo deeply intereſted in promoting the Proſpe- 
rity of the Public through the Proſecution of their own ; 
in no State whatever the general Weal being more 
nearly connected with that of Individuals: Hence it is, 
according to the Propenſity. we all have to cheriſſi that 
moſt on which we have beſtowed the largeſt Meaſure 
of Attention and Sohcitude, as much as from the na- 
tural Prellilection of all Mankind for the Spot of their 
Nativity, that the Dutch are ſo remarkably attached 
to their own Country, having through their Ingenuity 
and Induſtry, rendered it the Seat of Wealth, Plenty, 
and 
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and Neatneſs: As ſuch it is daily reſorted to from all 
Quatters of Europe; not ſo much from Motives-ot 
Curioſity, as of a more effential Tendeney; thoſe of 
becoming Refidents in this Land of Opulence, and 
of partaking of the Benefits accruing to Abilities and 
ONT, hen 4s be ard ny e rene e 


- 


Parry in a Country where Toil and — are 
the only Means of Thriving, Holland acquires no In- 
habitants but ſuch as bring with them a Fund of La- 
boriouſneſs and Activity, which alone is an immenſe 
Treaſure; and if we attend to long Experience, has ge- 
nerally proved the principal, if not the ſole Foundation; 
on which the greateſt Fortunes have. bern erected. 


To theſe ge Cauſes Holland owes a a Populouſneſ 1 that 
will never decreaſe, while it retains its primitive Max- 
- ims of Lenity and Toleration ; and while thoſe of a 

contrary Nature continue to be Wore "_ We 
Powers in other Nations. | 


« INFLUENCED by ſo many Reaſons, it is not ſurpriſ- 
ing that ſuch a Multitude of Foreigners ſhould fix their 
Abode in a Part of the World ſo inviting to a conſide- 
rate Mind, where a Spirit of Cleanlineſs and Deceney 
beautifies every Obje&, and where whatever is capable 
of Improvement, receives it in the higheſt Degree; not 
ſuch Kind of Improvement as gratifies the mere Sight, 
but that, and much more that which is of ſolid tir 
in the great Concerns of Life. 


Is 
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Ixx this, they capitally differ from ſome of thoſe Na- 
tions eſteemed the moſt refined in Europe; who, While 
they abound with Maſter- pieces in the Productions of 
Art, have unhappily forgotten the Cultivation of Na- 
ture, and ſuffered their Country to lie neglected, and 
unequal to the Neceſſities of the wretched Inhabitamts. 
But even the Perfection of thoſe Arts, in the Cultiva-' 
tion of which they ſo pride themſel ves, is in the Scale 
of Reaſon, only a Proof of the Levity and Infignifican- 
cy of Mind, of thoſe whoſe Time and Means are ſo 
ſhamefully abſorbed in their Patronage and Admirati- 
on, to the total Oblivion of thoſe infinitely more lau- 
dable Purſuits which might have WE the univerſal 
es of 4 _ _— 674 | 


«T4 is in theſe 8 nurse politic nocd 
the Dutch confeſſedly excel all the reſt of Europe, 
where moſt of the Governments, till very lately, at- 
tended more to the Intrigues and Defigns of their 
Neighbours, or to the ſtrengthening the Reins of do- 
meſtic Authority, . than to the ameliorating the Con- 
_ of their eos | 
5 e Reſpects wherein the Dutch bear a 
moſt honourable Reſemblance with the Carthaginians, 
to whom ſome have thought- proper to compare them, 
with an invidious Intent. But, a few Caſes excepted, 
they were a People with whom a Similitude is by no 
Means diſgraceful. However they might act oppreſ- 
ſively in other Inſtances; they were always particularly 
careful to diſſeminate their Knowledge and Talents in 
the Culture and Improvement of Countries, wherever 

their 
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2s Or THE DUTCH. 
their Empire extexided ; nnd their Skill in thoſe uſeful 
Atts was ſo eminent, that even their Rivals and Exter- 
minators, the Romans, ——— _ OY 


Ts O7 


Is Irnitinicer 6 thoſe etdebrated! Models, the Dutch 
have madeit their inceſſant! Buſineſs to fearch for all the 
various Sources of Fentility ; and to leave” no Experi- 
ment untrĩed, in order to draw from the Earth whate- 
ver Toil and Bagseity could cotfirnand. Hence, not- 


withſtariding the Multirude of Inhabitants that erowd 


their Cities, Towns and Villages, and overſpread the 
Europe affords any Proportion, nothing is wanting of 
thoſe Productions to which their Soil is adapted, or 
bour can poſſibly extract fm it. Whatever the Na- 
ture of 'it refuſes them, is regularly: ſupplied hy the moſt 
copious Importation, and ſuch! is their Foreſight and 
Vigilance; that they have always enjoyed Plenty; while 
the moſt fruitful Parts of Europe, even thoſe from 
whence they draw the chief Articles of Suſtenance in 


the greateſt Abundance, have often, through Inconſi- 
en, been midnonþto the aun een, Want, 


A Cavin: nad Pigs dns a Ame 1 
ſpector is able perpetually to diſcover ſo many Motives 
to admire their [ndefatigablenefs and Ingenuity, can on- 
ly diſpleaſe the: unttinkiag and vacant Part. of Man- 
kind. To ſuch indeed, no Individuals: exiſtent can 
prove more unacetptabie than the Dutch; who of all 
Nations poſſeſe the leaſt of tlioſe ſuperficial Attractions; 

i Ny; the 


— 
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the Atquiſition of which is 176 afiqugaſy' ſought; and 
ſo highly priaed im moſt other Flaves; but awhich their 
Diſpoſitions are too ſerious to loſe any Time in attain- 
ings and which their contifua Attentiom td Matters of 
Momevt,; vill not ena it them to ſet any Value upon 
or ta conſider. iam other Eight thai at moſt of wn 
able: I rifles;/ MOU, a 77 au vod! 8e i #3 Wi 10 
wind 01 118.97 211 999% Fd ni gigi odsf.> P91 5 
4I ieee on this 1 
by ſuch Frauellers ad elate with thofe frivolous Qya-) 
litieationsy their Pergratid Money have bech-laviſhed: 
to .obtadhny are ack pitocd: thim i furprifedy qt figdh 
hot little: Oredit they: proeure in this blunt: unc] 
p uiſamt Natiom; here the Weight of:iz Man's real 
Importhſce is thetonly Conſideration tllar: produees 
RepardandBefpeas:!7 1c e bal © of 
-A bis enlingt ewolss tom 3d, iin £ O ns 
28668 Term ft Mind; proves «eonfllae; aud highs 
ſy thbrifying CHeeRk"oh the Penefy ar high Prof. 
ces of ſundry itinerant Adventurers ;\'whole'Oathiae, 
| however gay, cannot impoſe on thoſe wary Obſervers 
ofthe Wheels Tenor of a Man's Conduct; wholare 
to Well aetjuainted with the ſpecious Characters which 
ſome their Neigrbsurs, the French and Germans 
efpecially, Carr oceufionally: aſſume, to ſuffer then 
ſelveb to be p u faireft: and moſt ee 
. es nerve I 00377 in „e Sen 


7d s oqmI Y6 anos t 5+ 0 ivimn den 
Bur as ZR, and bad Gabe are olten cletpdb⸗ 
lied, it muſt not be denied thay this Solidity of Think- 
ct Weßir meh degene- 
ernie leu 2d vet oi „id eee dne 
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rate into a contemptuous Iadifferenoe for all, the * 
eee eee nos well a(cantained... 

PAC Mendel Redd ob fe 2 4h dennen „ 4510164 als}. 

1 Tus Reaſons, of this harſh;cuncouth. Behaviour are 
obvious, and may be deduced from the very Nature 
of heir political Conſtitutiorl. As it is through Dint 
of Wealth alone they ſupport their Country, and make. 
a reſpectable Fi igure in Europe, they are apt to build 
tod much on tir Foundation of their Orandeur, and 
of Conſequence entertain too exceſſiwe a.Revercnee for 
the Poſſeſſort, and too advantageous an Opinion for 
the Acquirers of great Property, whom. alone they ac- 
corny Men worthy:of Note, and whoſe other Qualivi- 
darions/ whether deſerving of: Praiſe or Cenſure, are 
paſſed over little noticed, and become, in a Manger, 
totally eclipſed by the ſuperior Blaze of their Riebes 3 
an Object which, the moſt zealous. Partiſans and Ad- 


miirers of the Dutch, will readily allow, engroſſes their 


Attention and Eſteem, and eee M00: m 
for [oe Ds its AYR Kae. N e 


bs Ba 
2 708 1k 


2215 — e an Individugl, ehough 83 
to a Medioerity df Fortune, may ſtill appear amidſt 
the Wealthy, without yielding them any Precedency 
on that Account; and if his Genius and Parts have 
rendered him otherwiſe conſpietqus, be will, uſually 
meet, not only with Civility, but even Deference, and 
find himſelf on a Level with TIGER of ada by 
— "me en bi ban toon en 1 2 
r ä 

ive this is wb . the -Caſzin Hehl, % 8 
Money, however it IP be valued in other 
Coun- 
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Countries, is of much greater | Conſequence and Eſti- 
mation than in any of them; and, as formerly at Car- 
rhage, is the only ſure Road to Power and Preferment, 
He that has it not;\will make but a vain Diſplay of his: 
Talents amd Capacity, which, in ſuck à Caſe, wu 
rather become à Matter of Reproach to him for his 
Neglect of their moſt beneicial Uſe, in bot employing 
them to procure himſelf Conſideration from thoſe Mo- 
tives whoſe Influence is fo univerſally acknowledged 
and felt buy all Me 9 Men! | 


. 


Tub far, desde, 11 is tot without ſifficiens Cruſe 
the Dutch, like their Models, in many Inſtances, the 
ancient Carthaginians; eonſider Opulence as a very ne- 
ceſſary Adjun& in the Enumeration of thoſe Pretenſi- 
ons, on which a Member of the Community founds 
his Right of aſpiring to the Rule and Direction of its 


Concerns; as the greater his perſonal Credit, the leſs 
Difficulty and ObſtruAion will attend his Exerciſe of 


legal Authority ; not to forget that the more materially 
he is intereſted in the Welfare of his Country; the more 


it is, undoubtedly, to be preſumed, he will be active in 
the Preſervation or "ow Profperity, 


Bur it is, at the faine Time, no lefs cites, that 
this prodigious Attachment to Wealth, and the Means 
of obtaining it, generally baniſhes from their Minds 
almoſt every other Conſideration, and is the radical 
Cauſe of that Inurbanity in their Manners, of which 
Foreigners ſo much and ſo juſtly complain. 
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| K the At uiſition of Riches forms ifually the fole 


End of the Edudatioſi and Study of Perſons! of all De- 


grees in Holland, they arrive at ile Poſſeſſiom of their 


Deſires, unitiſtructed in thoſe: Methods of enjoying 


an elegant Receſa from their paſt Bubours, 'that-conſti- 
tute, indiſputably, the Moſt rational Felicity; and 
vhich can-only be derived from a competent __ 


tien.of their: FINE in 2 N of Vouth. 


bo 8 14% „ l i nun Stoily 


Tun. Carelefſaek and Slight of: iteleQitiAcs 


compliſhments, is unfortunately very diffuſive; and 


doubtleſs the Source from whence flows: that Averfion 


favourite Purſuit; which. renders. their Conduct and 
Deportment, ſo frequently, ſupercilious and offenſive 


to thoſe whom; they imagine to be on no Parity with 


them in that ſubſtantial Article, of which the leſs or 


1 larger Proportion that falls to the Lot, of each Indivi- 


dual, diminiſhes or encreaſes the Meaſure of Worth 
and Value, for-which they APE; bim Credit in their 


| Birnen. Ne _ ils Wed nt bel ni © 5: 


e rs ot this pecuniary. Pride. are 3 
and conſpicuous among Perſons in the inferior Claſſes, 
who have riſen to affluent or eaſy Cireumſtances; moſt 
of whom indulge. themſelves in a Spirit of Arrogance, 
which, though commonly inſeparable every where 
from People of low Breeding who have proſpered. in 


the World, is et, carried here, to a ſuperlative Degree 


of Exceſs. „ . 


I * * — 


Even 


FAE bor e 3 


EVEN the. meageſt of the Plebeians are hoſſeſſeg with | 


ſo .gxclubve. a Vengratign, for Pell, to the utter Eating: 
tion, of, all other, Incitements to be e {s in 1 their, 
Behaviour, that their Inſolence and Rudeneſs are, in 
ſuppottable to hole from-whom, they. hay aye, nothing to, 
expect; and unleſs when. ſoftened by Views of 
Profit, or overawed y Aha. they are able 
untractable. | 


» 4, VY A - mew | 


Cs Haughltinefs, — from OQpylence, 1 2 ys, 
ly th the national Vice of the. Dutch; and Hegvails | ſome- 
| times but too viſibly among. the ful Men i in the Lands 
who, elated with thoſe endleſs Gaips which an exten 
five Commerce is pouring into their Country from all 
Quarters, and. of Which the Diſpenſation, j is veſted in 
their, Hands, cannot forbear ,manifeſting an. inſulting 
Conkciouſnely, how, much their Patronage is needed 
by thoſe numerous Mercenaries of. all Dencmina- 
tions, who reſort hither, i in Want 70 ExpeQation.of 


Em ployment, 


f 
7 & [rf N inert 


Tusk Airs of Importance, are by 1 more - 


quently experienced than by their military. Dependants ; ; 


in many « of whom, the Germanic Pride of Extraction, 


undergoes the molt trying Mortifications, from the lit- 
tle Account that is mage of it in the rigorous ExaQion 
of Duty, which all muſt expect who enter into their 
Service; and from which Nobility of Blood is ſo far 
from pleading : an Exeinption, that it often ſeems to be 
ſingled out as an Object of Animadverkon,, and de- 
ſerving of thoſe Checks, in which they are by no 
Means ſparing. : , 
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re oF TAE DUTCH: 
Tubs, it has been aſſerted, that in Conſequence oi 
ſeme Commiſſion in their Army, which either ' was 

| defigned to be conferred on, or was aQually enjoyed by 

the late Statholder, in his younger Days, eu 

of Orange, had the ConFdence to rapoſe 1 

that young Prince to Butavin. i 


Tu ſame Arrogance and Preſumption found its 
Way into the Deputation of Members appointed to 
, prefide aver their Armies i in Flanders, while under the 
Command of the Duke of Marlborough, who often 
lamented the unhappy Exertion of their diſcretionary 
Powers, in thwarting 1 the beſt laid Operations, and in- 
ſolently propoſing the Execution of their own Schemes: 
And it is well known that Prince Euge ne deteſted the 
Sight and Admiſſion of them into ouncil, and uſed 
to ſay that Alexander and Cafar owed their Trays 
ro the Abſence of Dutch Deputies. | 12 | 


No leſs remarkable was their haughty Treatment of 
thoſe Princes of the Empire, whoſe Troops and Per- 
fons were in their Pay ; : to whom, when Buſineſs re- | 
quired their Preſence, they uſed to fend Summon of 
Attendance with the fame Peremptorineſs that a Gene- 
ral might ny with a a Fubaltern, | 


Ts Knowledge and experimental Conviction of 
the Aſcendancy of Riches over the human Mind, ſeems 
never to depart from the Reflexion of Dutch Grandees ; 


and is the Root of that Self. Importance which betrays 


itſelf in their Proceedings, and renders them at beſt 
| rather 


rather civilthan b with their been wakes! 1 
N. e e. e m e 


— 
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ner that ſociable Men Shia dude au 5 
Conſiderations but ſuch as are founded on perſonal - 
Agreeableneſs and Merit, is very rare in Holland; 
where Monte ſquieu's Obſervation .of die Ties and 
Connexion between Individuals in England being rather 
Confederacies than Friendfhips, 1 is ſtil} more applicable 
and appoſite than among us, as their Aſſociations are 
much more evidently regulated by the e ne? 

PRIN l eee, Ne las; 


* 


Manat eee „„ Mix- 
ture af ſo many of the higher and lo er Sort; between 
whom a Sympathy ſubſiſts in this Country, unknown 
elſewhere among the Members of theſe oppoſite Sta- 
tions in Society; but which is power fully effected 
here by that Approximation; of all Degrees, which, 
an Equality of Wealth operates in a Nation, where all 
mere nominal Diſtintions of Rank are odious, and 
no Titles, but ſuch as are annexed o Magiſtracy and 
afficial Employments, are acceptable. Theſe except- 
ed, Opulence alone ſettles the Precedency, "4. ag 
mum indes. d e e hk 

Or this nnd and ee founded « on the 
Poſſeſſion of Riches, as no Mortals are fonder than the 
Dutch, ſo none exceed them in the Eagerneſs of their 
Endeavours to obtain it; and whatever Truth there is 
in the Imputation of their heavy, phlegmatie Temper 

in other Matters, their Activity and Warmth in the 

— Purſuit 
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Porſuit of Meteys are por inßeriot io ſhaſe of the moſt 
mercurial Nations. When animated by this, their 
ruling Paſſion, they become abſolutely. other Men; 


and exhibit an e ehe which wand 


Et 'H 61. mm VIDE nat Sas: 2 | 
[Trrs: Thirk, muck leſs. of Gain itſelf, than. 265 0 
Greatneſs and Importance it contets, is the real, ge. 
nuine Character of the Dutch ; as the Paſſeſiom, ra- 
ther than the Enjoyment of it is apparently the Object 
of their Ams. Very; Bifferent herein from the com- 
mercial Claſſes in other Parts, England and Franc 
particularly, where the End of acquiring Wealth, is 
the Pleaſure aceruing from its Uſe ; ard where the 
Nractice of hoarding is nothing neat᷑ ſo frequent as in 
Holland, where immenſe Riches and immenſe Avarite 
go very commonly together; and where, in Spite of 
the moſt flouriſming Situation, Indi viduals are not ve- 
ry rarely guilty of living as miſerably a8 if they were 
2 * 80 og and Hopes of ever — 
Sus lb 5-4 en. 1 nif. enim 2120 
\Dawine cope this- \Defcrintion;1 are 
undoubtedly the Produce of all Countries; but Holland 
is incomparably the moſt fertile of any in this Species; 
and abounds, beyond any European Nation, with a 
Race of Men whoſe only Ambition, Pleaſure, Happi- 
neſs, and Honour conſiſt in having much Money. 
Such are; and long have been, according to conſtant 
unvarying Report, the greater Proportion of the mer- 
cantile People there. Intent whally on amaſſing, they 
ſuffer but little Taterruption from any tranſitory Gra- 


tifications ; and purſue * Remiſſneſs the labo- 
| rious 


4 


O F TFHR DUFT CH. 
rious Taſk, they:bave undertaken, Waßchful of all, 


Opportuaities, and embracing all Methods that ſeem 


promiſſory of Succeſs, they are ſupremely induſtrious 
in rendering all. Things fublervieat Ethis Wein Furpof, 
and far from Rein lde on their. Choice of Means. 4 
iz site 3:15:52 wands not ale 

Tag a Maxine af the fame! Tendeney are 1 
known.and practiſed every, Where, yet) they are adopted 
hese with woche more Prevalence and Latitude, as 
may well, indeed, be expected in a Country where 2 
keen Appetite for Luere is ſo far from being diſgrace- 
ful, that a Man deficient. in that national Charaſte- 
riſtic, is in no wiſe repyted a valuable Member of the 
W viinsqond ons grivicnfies lo HA = 
e n4ring Ms th sch gain bag nora 


* NE, it. ig that a allen Abe in Badge a 
eſteemed the primeſt Mimtue, and chat, till very lately) 
2 moderate Share. of Relaxation and Indulgence in the 
Paſtimes uſual among the ganteel Claſſes abroad, was 
looked upon with an eil Eye by the, Majority of the 
ſenior Members of the State, whale; Opinion it Was, 
that ſuch outlandiſn Cuſtoms were, lubveriive of that 
Diſpoſition to Care and Oeconqmꝝ, 49 which their 
Welſare, ang yery Exiſtence, wens oing, For this 
Reaſon, they remained. long averſe to their Introdue- 
tion; and. were, at laſt, with no ſmall Ditficulty, 
OY upon to allow them a very reſtricted Foleratighy 


« 2 


'6::1204 TO 1 aal N bis „Ae 421%; 
"Pa auſtere - Notions haye: fill |many. Aber 
among elderly People, and the profeſſed Admirers of 


their: ancient” mm a3; a _ nth to which 
| = et 1 ih 0 SHY 6 N 274 , would, 
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would; in their —_ dighly' contribute to Gy 
* the Public,” * IS _ | 


} 48 OF — 4 31 4 a 4 


— eſe Beatin, of [of which "the 
Favourers are numerous, a particular Addiction to 
any of thoſe foreign Amuſements, is often unreaſon- 
ably detrimental to a Perſon's Character, and draws as 
heavy a Load of Cenſurs on it, as a ſettled Courſe of 
Idleneſs eue ary , oh 3 * 
. 2 * 


1 x ) . : * 2 
=” 


Tus Severiry and Gtrieinek in thoſe . are poſ- 
ſeſſed of Authority has, however, produced the ſaluta- 
ry Effect of reſtraining the Propenſity to expenſive 
Diverſions, and confining them in à Manner, to the 
only Spot where they cannot prove pernicious to the 
Generality; as the Hague, here alone they can be 
faid to flouriſh, is a Place of Reſidence only for thoſe 
who beſt can afford to dedicate their Time to Purſuits 
of this Nature, which in Truth, ſeem fo far from 
congenial to the Temper of the Natives, that were 
it not for the Concurrence of Foreigners, they would 
be very little known iti chiis Land of Gravity and Parſi- 
mony 3 where few Recreations are ſet on Foot, but 
ſuch as are perfectly conſiſtent with the firifteſt Frugali- 
ty; ſuch as a Sunday Receſs from the Occupations of 
the Week; a ſober. Family Viſit ; an Afternoon 

Country Walk, and Refreſhment ; or perhaps ſome 
Game calculated for * and Health. 


Tusk are the moſt hams; nd to the Honour of 


the Dutch, the Methods of diverting themſelves they 
reliſh 


or THE DUTCH we 


reliſti moſt, For certainly fuch Pleaſures ab are the 
moſt ſimple, and eaſily procured, are alſo the moſt ra- 


tional and beneficent, as not being apt to fatigue the 
Mind, and leave thoſe Imprefſions'in the Imagination 


and Memory, which are the Confluence © WP har tt | 


ments. Gut roquirs An 


o 
- 400% e 7 yd 


A rixx” Sedateneſs _— — its 
in their domeſtic Regulations, which form a Rotation 
of Order and good Conduct, that has the happieſ In- 


1 over all aw Allies, 


To this ity of ExaQneſs ach Moderation; it bs” 
owing that thoſe Things which, in other Parts, are 


Incitements to luxurious, expenſive Living, are, pr 


Holland, only the Means of leading; with Conveni- 


ence and Deceney, an eaſy and comfortable Life. 
Fhus the Temptations of Affluence and Succeſs in 
Buſinefs, cannot induce them to vary from the primi- 
tive Plan of parſimonious Carefulneſs to which they 


were originally bred. Fheir Houſes and Furniture 
are neat," without being ſumptuous; their Country 
Seats elegant, without Grandeur. A ſtated Rule of 
Proceeding is laid down, and inviolably obſerved in 
both Places; which, by a well- timed Diſtribution of 
the different Avocations” aſſigned to them, become a 
fucceſſive Relief to each other, and render the Viciſ- 
ſitudes of Buſinefs and Relaxation, equally acceptable. 


From this ſyſtematic Regularity, proceeds a minute 
Attentiveneſs to the ſlighteſt Occurrences, that enables 
hem to allow themſelves, with Impunity, thoſe 

; | | Indul- 
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Ingulgences Which, [through Careleſſgeß and Mant 


"of Arrangement, opt ſp deep into the Finances of In: 


dixiduals.ih Hr Countries, and draw after them ſuch. 
5 coſtiy Traig f wnfarafeeny an ien unngticed Ex· 
pences; for the.defraying of wd chj las n previeus.Cal- 
culation was made. of them) the ;Proviſion intended in 


general, proves inſufficient in the Detail, and uſually 


| egcabons very perpicieus Encroachments on dens 
dine lor ware aooafſary UH 0 vo 10 


* 4 i £ # 4 , 4 k . 
4601 I ft 28 * 712 55 42 { 3 T 


Tuus we ſee that Equjpagyss, — Concerts, 


Aſſemblies, Balls, and the many other Concomitances 


of what as ealled High Lite, ſeldom, if eyer, affect the 


Circumſtapces of Fęrſons in a gemteęl Sphere among 


the Dutch whole excellent Niſgęrnment in managing 
with the trap? Propriety and Negorum, all theſgę Kind 
af,Concern, is the more admjzable, as they poſſęſs 
the Art of doing it, at ance with, Qerogemy ang, yet 


Weich Splender x vnd af reconeiling 2t ſhe fame time, a 


vary, ſmall Share of Propepſity to. the Exhibition, of ſuch 
— with an Appearance of Satisfaction and Com: 
placence therein, that ſhews them. to be. complete Maſ- 
s in the Scienge of . accon 1 enlfre n. 15 
en 99d meter. Hig! 


AraSpiCf 557 3 


Er this Conduck they never rr w — * 
probation, of. eyeq the greateſt Conngiſſeurs in Magni- 

ficence ; who, notwithſtanding their Conviction of the 
Indifference of the Dutch for external Grandeur, any 


Cx * * 7» 


"Panda, 


OFT HE 0WSTCH ay 


Parade, when-Ofcafiomrequires;iagpitithiexradicd from 
[ntlivution, and Attachtment ts et Thiags. 4 
e mon MUDY⅜m oO gl £- fizud nen enoRaamill 237 
Fus odr Charles the Second; Invhdimaes Jjuſtl u 
mired as à moſt {ſkilful ruten Nieumiir um Jude of 
what was elegant, uſed often to declare, that of all 
the-Ebiplays of Pomp he had ever; ſcen f uhd he Rad 
been Witneſs of many during the Travels, ef MU E 
mene enen pal, daran. 
Ne Holla | f neHral mend bas mii 
* qnitot och nod echt it, To ae oft ; n 
» Tom: e Miniſters who have reſidell among 
ted who certainly were Men erery Way quabſi⸗ 
ed; td/give-a right Deciſion; have urfinimoufly-bbrak 
Teſtimony to their exquiſite Rectitude o Taſte on ali 


ſolemn Occaſions; and conour in eſeming he Hague 


as polite a Place as any in Europe; and the Dutch 
People of Figure whe” inhabit iti inferior tb non of 
the faſhionable, Claſſes in any other Gountrys whenever 
they think it incumbent on themſelves to exert their 
Tee in the Ame Purſuits. 10 vg 21 enonem 2 
Hint 8:13. 99:79, y19v9 on a! [199 dor 
an denen are, gepcrallyg-mugghoZakens With the 
Manner of Living there, which has this partieular Ad- 
vantage attending it, that from the: Vatiety of Cuſtoms 
peculiar to the different Nations, of Mhioir ſg. man yet 
the genteeleſt and prineipal Perſonagesteſurt hither," 4 
judicious Selection has been made ti S emfgrehends 
what is moſt acceptable in each; where 2 Foreigner 
has the eee of nn himſelf in uns — 
ſure at * D i Hon 5S3HTU 
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Tai learned; inquiſitive, or polite Traveller cannot 
dut delight in a Metropolis, which, in Proportion to 
its Dimenſions, can boaſt a larger Concourſe from all 
Parts, and is fuller of Men of Education, Abilities, and 
. the World; N __ in W 


Tus Akmnblsge of G Ways * Habits 
of Mankind within a moderate Compaſs, by ſubjecting 
them to a perpetual Inſpection, has produced a Spirit 
of Criticiſm and Examination of their Juſtneſs and Pro- 
priety; the Reſult of which has been the forming a 
Mode of Civility amd Intercourſe that may, with good 
Reaſon, be conſidered as a laudable Medium between 
the Exceſs and Deficiency in Politeneſs and good Man- 
ners, of which ſome rele- EY af; in "the 
one, e N. 


> Now: leſs bundle was he Dutch Seat & Ootem- | 
inns Cena than at preſent; The epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence of ſome very eminent Perſons, in thoſe 
Days, mentions it as one of the moſt inviting Spots 
to dwell in, from every Motive that influences a reaſo- 
nable Man. St. Evremont, particularly, is laviſhin 
its Praiſes ; und ſpeaks of its Dutch” Inhabitants in a 
Stile full of thoſe Sentiments of Reſpect nothing but 
real Merit can inſpire; and which are expreſſed in a 
Manner that ſhews they were not Words of Courſe, 
but the Effect of deep lacht and Genen of their 
Conduct and e. 


OrnER F. nk Writers, much my PURI FROM 
_— the Dutch in a very unfavourable Light ; 


and 


OF>TTHE DUTCH: 39 


and ſpeak of them as being, with. W 
a rough, unpoliſhed, ill- bree Feople.. -00 2163451 4 
2b Amn Fe CO! 8 po HAUL 

Ir we, am Ms eG Claſſes, the 
Aſſertion is altogether, true enough.z but nothing can be 
more falſe, if we apply it to the better Sort. They are, 
it muſt be allowed, leſs inclinable to Society, and lefs 
tolerant of ſudden, Familiarity from Perſons with whom 


they are unacquainted, than the French, who, as Eraſ- 
mus in his Diver {i 65 well opſerves, behave with Peo- 


pie, at firſt Sigh Feluti cum olim Notis, ac. Familiaribus, 
as if they were o oh. d Friends and Acquaintance. But 
fill they are ſufhicient! affable to fatisfy. a moderate 
Man, \ who can be contented. with plain Mangers, and 


wha ſeeks not in a vain fl flow of unmeanin  Phrales, : an | 


e © making. a ſui WA RR. 0 8 


Tas T cath is the Durch are, ip general, a candid, 
downright People; and ,25 Application and. Induſtry 
are the only Paths they ſeek to tread ig, and the only 
Helps they chuſe t to depend on, they, neither ſtudy nor 
ſtand in Need of any Refinement in their Behaviour, 
which is uſually attended with much Frankneſs and 
| Simplicity ; an Openneſs of Thought and F reedom of 

Speerh, charactefiſe .moſt of therm z. and they ſeldom 
are : converſant | in F draud and Deceit, for which indeed 
their n native. Bluntnels yery eln aicgralißes them. 


2 -» 


Wet of S E he 
T, N Neglect of the Arts f Infinuation,, or. nin 
ſome h have not improperly, termed. Artifice and Flattery, 
has. ſuhjected them to the Cenſure of the difficult Part 
of Mankind, who require Blandiſhments, and a com- 
| plimentary 
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they certainly poſſefstivt ; but Milf Deeds are pre- 
ferable to Diſcourſes, there lies no juſt Complaint | 
agihſt them for M ant o Humanity; af the real Exer- 


; iſe of which heave by ne VIEinF defsgfle, 46 abit 


ant Proofs ity be enn 
„ deer io e: Amun al chawolts. od Sum, 
Ty they are 674 cull Brant, add ed to 
Ive-withi, is nd Diſpute, "ot the Nut. 
ber of © Sttatights vhs Aale and pr Q per there, tec 
Keling any Ln among 08 . o, per- 
1 5 ured with 1 the 

| Ice 7 Nationa lity; and d eal e c -will and Fa- 47 


1 Ny * 
vour indiſcet minate a all who de rer 


dil 1 85 t em, his] 
| Tnquiries 4809 t the! oy 5 ion or ory. In t heſe 


Reſpects the Hatch, not Teſs t thei eir r ſingular Emolu- 


ment than Credit, ſeem to be the Peo ple moſt practi- 


oy fene r ke Frith of weer cee Makim 
Sr all politidl Feleity, Which Whdetins to Oben 
cafe Accidents ift A Man's Citadel Which,” as lle 
catihht prevail ien he's HOP A fotrablt foß 


dychod isch n A Ins Jo L. al bas? 


bh; _— have band er Tttholpitality, and 4 


Fhyneſs to Fbtegtes; but wien oe reflect on tile Fte- 


quency of theſe," thb Suſpleions that walt oh the Ghik- 


| raters of wan, zack the Uicettainty which accemßa. 


nies that of Molt, D ibis no more than reaſonable ' 1104 
prudent, they ſhould take Time to ſcan the Merits of 
their Gueſts,” by the only ſure Teſt, that of theft Con- 
duct, whith when Praiſe-worttly; neber fals to eie 
tle them to iche e Wy _ Right 
to expect. RS eau 

49 17 N ul 


Ir has 4 1888 = 9 are deficient in perſonal 
Genegoſiey, and very unwilling to grant pecuniary Aſſiſt- 
ance; but this may be: partly accounted for by the per- 
petual Uſe their inceſſant Vigilance and Induſtry are 
employed in pointing out for their Money; and by the 
Experience molt of mem have had, that few Perſons, 
watchful of Opportunities, need ever be driven to the 
Neceſſity of depending on another's Bounty. Theſe 
Conſiderations, one may preſume, contribute to har- 
den their Hearts againſt the Splicitations of thoſe Indi- 
viduals, whoſe Poverty ariſes from Self- Neglect; and 
who therefore ſtand little or: no Chance of any Counte- 
ance in Holland; where a manifeſt Continuity of En- 
deavours to thrive, is the only Recommendation to 
Patronzge, which. in Caſe of ſuch a Credential, is not 
difficult to obtain; as Frawns and Cenſure are never 

the Portion of Indigene when unmerited, and incur- 
red through the unavoidable Miſchances that will ſome- 
times befal the moſt prudent. Diſtreſs of ſuch a Na- 
ture is always ſure of meeting with Comfort and Re- 
lief; and none are abandoned to their evil Deſtiny, but 
ſuch as are unfortunate through their own Fault, There 


is no 0 ountry where greater Scope is given, as well by ; 


public as by private Support and Furtherance, to thoſe 
Talents whoſe Exertion is the moſt lucrative to the 
Poſſefor.; as may be clearly evinced by attending to the 
Methods practiſed in the ſettling and improving of their 
Plantations Abroad, and the carrying on many of their 
commercial Undertakings at Home - both equally profi- 
table, through the Wiſdom of their various Regulati. 
ons, to all the Parties concerned in theſe ſeldom unſuc- 
ceſsful Adventures. | 
Vor. II, 1 ALLOW- 
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Abe; therefor; fo that modiſſi Vice among 
them of Complaceney and Exultation in their fupericr 
Riches, which naturally engenders ſome Degree of In- 
difference and Slight for ſuchi as are Inferiors it this Par- 


of the many good Qualities vhieh amply counter- ba- 


lance theſe Defects; which, after all, are but too com- 


monly found every where, and poſſibly fall under fo 
much Notice and Cenſure here, only from the greater 
Number of Individuals in Circumſtances that ſet them 
above unneceſſary Complaiſance, and that are apt, at 
the ſame Time, to infuſe a Confidence and Overbear- 
ingneſs, which nothing can counteract but thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Gentleneſs and Moderation; inſtilled by a libe- 
ral Education; an Advantage very few of them poſſeſs, 
from the general Neglect in their early Days, of every 
Thing that is not rg vier to of, opal yin f 


ee to the Dutch, is an en of the ſame Con- 
ang Glory and Conqueſt were formerly to the 
Romans, and for which their Avidity is equally reſtlefs 
and impatient. As that military Nation treated, a long 
Time, Arts and Learning with ſuch Contempt, that 
Literas in Hamine Romano, a Man of Letters at Rome, 
us Cicero tells us, was a Prodigy; and ſuch Attainments 
were deemed trifling, as being uſeleſs for the great and 
fole End of their Politieks; in the ſame Manner, that 
ſtudious Politeneſs, and thoſe refined Modes of Inter- 
courſe which, though they may be graceful and captr- 
vating, are not the Sources from which Wealth is ex- 
pected to flow,-for that Reaforr are held cheap, and ac- 
counted frivolous by a commercial People, wholly inn- 


g roſſed by that capital Object. N 
SUCH 
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Such a Diſpoſition” excludes not, however, the 
Wales and Practice of thoſe Virtues, which are 
moſt eſſential to Society; and as the Romans, though 
rude and fierce in their primitive A ges, were yet noble 
and generous, (never, indeed, more worthy of the 
two latter Epithets, than when deſerving of the former) 
fo the Dutch, in the midſt of that Ardour for Lucre, 
which is their ruling Paſſion, have -ſhewn the moſt real 
and effectual Attention in promoting whatever could 
contribute to the ſolid Welfare of "aye Individual in 
their Commonwealth. 


Tin Beneficence and Charity have been of a 
comprehenſive and a providential Nature ; and, by ob- 
viating the Introduction of Want and Miſery into their 
Country, have proved as ſuperior to the Humanity that 
relieves Diſtreſs, as the Science which prevents Diſor- 
ders is above that which cures them, 


THvus, by a Chain of Regulations inſpecting with 
the minuteſt Preciſion into the internal Situation of the 
State, every component Member thereof, however ob- 
ſcure and ſeemingly inſignificant, has been made ſubſer- 
vient to the public Good, by nipping the Root of In- 
dolence in the Bud, and compelling every one to exert 
himſelf nocording to his Faculties, 


To this Vigilance over Individuals, was long owing 
their happy and honourable Exemption from that Diſ- 
grace to a civilized Country, the Toleration of Men- 
dicants ; none were ſuffered in Holland, till very lately ; 
and theſe, to do Juſtice to the Dutch Folice, are yet fo 

| Y 2 few 
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few in „ep of the Numbers infeſting other 
Countries, ae, to give ORE" to * n 


| of them. 


A SIMILAR vole of unk has b in 
every Province and Department, wherein the common 
Intereſt has been the leaſt concerned. Like the Ro- 


8 mans 5 who thought it not beneath the Dignity of their 


primeſt Nobles to ſuperintend the Edifices and public 
Works of their City, and to keep the Roads and Ways 
in good Order, the Dutch have always confided the 
Care and Management of whatever related to the Safe- 
ty, Convenience, or 'Embelliſhment of their Country, 
to the moſt diſtinguiſhed Perſons of the State; and how 
theſe have acquitted themſelves of _ Taſk, the ny 
ration of ay e can ders bs 


Taz Wee of committing a Charge of this 
Nature to Men of Rank and Abilities, appears in no- 
thing more than in the Sagacity they have ſhewn by 
turning to a political Account every Opportunity 
thrown in their Way. Senſible that Commerce was 
to be the Foundation of their Country's Proſperity, they 
have employed all their Thoughts and Endeavours to 
accompliſh whatever might be of Tendency to its En- 
couragement. To render Communication and Diſ- 
patch, the chief Promoters of Trade, eaſy and cheap, 
they have interſected the whole Land with Canals, thro? 
Means whereof the moſt immenſe Buſineſs is tranſact- 
cd with the utmoſt Facility, Theſe alſo produce two 
other good Effects; they accuſtom their People to Oeco- 
nomy and Water-Travelling; not to forget that by 

| placing 


placing mercantile Scenes perpetually. in their View, 
they remind them, on every Occaſion, af What an In- 
habitant of Holland oaght always to bear in his Re- 
membrance, that the Cultivation of Commerce is 
the main Fund he has to Wer in for his dn 8 "_ 


M: 


fare and hisown. I En. e; 


From . oc of Cireumſpection and pa- 
triotic Zeal, has proceeded an Attention to every ſalu- 


tary Meaſure purſued by. other trading States, in all 
Ages and Countries; and an expeditious. Imitation of 
every Example that could be advantageouſly followed. 
Thus they adopted and improved, beyond Compare, 


the Syſtem of national Banks, firſt; invented in Italy, 


the Mother- Country of all commercial Inſtitutions in 
modern Times; and that which they eſtabliſhed at Am- 
ſterdam ſoon became in the North, what the Model it 
was originally formed upon, that of Venice, (once the 
moſt flouriſhing and powerful Republic: in een had 
been ſo long in the South, | 


| 8 thas Ira the ſole Baſis whereon 


ſo weighty a Fabrick could ſtand with Security and Per- 
manency, they acted ſo as to convince all Nati- 


ons of the inviolable Fidelity with which a Buſineſs 
of ſo public and ſo important a Concern was carried on; 
and anſwerably to their Wiſhes, the prodigious Credit 
and Reputation to which it ſhortly roſe, nobly rewarded 


their Efforts to bring lo vaſt an Undertaking to Strength : 


and Maturity. 


* THEIR 


. 
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Turn Probity in the Adminiſtration of this preci- 
ous Truſt, became ſignally conſpicuous; and was illuſ- 
trated to their higheſt Honour, in the dangerous Year 
Seventy-two, during the laſt Century; when ſurround- 
ed by apparent Deſtruction on every Side, they. ſtill 
maintained; with the ſtricteſt, and to themſelves moſt 
detrimental Punctuality, at that perilous Time, their 
Faith and Engagements with all who were concerned 
in that Repoſitory of Riches; many of whom, in or- 
der to augment their Diſtreſſes, and deprive them of 
the Means of reſtoring their Affairs, were baſely ſet on 
by the Emiſſaries of their Enemies to withdraw their 
Shares; to ſay nothing of the Multitudes who were ac- 
tuated by real Fear to make the fame Demands. In 
this Extremity, of which had they made a Plea to tem- 
por ize and protract the Term of funding, Humanity 
could not have accuſed them of a Violation of their 
Contracts, they remained conſtant in their Reſolution 
not to depart, one Moment, from the moſt rigid Max- 
ims of Honour. Every Proprietor that appeared was 
inſtantly ſatisfied; and every legal Requiſition was an- 
ſwered with a Readineſs and e that aſtoniſhed 


all Europe. 


A $TILL more ſtupendous and daring Project, was 
that of their Eaſt and Weſt- India Companies, which 
they formed the bold Deſign of erecting on the Con- 
queſt of the Settlements poſſeſſed by the Foe during 
the Space of more than a Century. Obſtacles of va- 
rious Denominations ſtood in their Way; of which the 
immenſe Diſtance, and the prodigious Expence, were 


the 
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the leaſt. A Reſiſtance, and. that of the moſt obſtinate 
Nature, was foreſeen,' not only from the Principals 
themſelves, but alſo from the many Nations long habi- 
tuated to the primitive Tenants, attached to them by 
the powerful Ties of Conſanguinity and Religion, and 
filled with Apprehenſions of ſuffering in their Intereſt by 
a Change c of Maſters ;' as one may well i imagine, that 
no Means were omitted to repreſent the New-comers i in 
as diſparaging and odious a Light as was neceſſary to 
excite the Malevolence of the Natives, againſt them. 
Add to this, the terrible Burden of a War which was 
waging 7 at their own Doors, and wherein they were 
often compelled to fight literally pro Aris et Facis, for 
their very , Habitations and F amilies, and all that is 


dear to > Mankind, 5 


Ix the midſt of "97% Difficulties, their Behaviour 
fully refuted the Deſcription which Cardinal Bentivo- 
glio too haſtily gave of their yet infant State, when he 
calls it Reſpublica caſu con ata quam Metus Hiſpanorum 
continet, a Commonwealth huddled up by Chance, and 
kept together through Fear of the Spaniards. This 
Dread of the Power of Spain exiſted, however, but in 
his own Imagination. Its Strength had been proved to 
the utmoſt, and found inadequate to the Taſk of over- 
coming thoſe reſolute Republicans, even when they had 
been reduced to ſo forlorn a Condition, as almoſt to 
deſpair of ever retrieving their Affairs; and at a Time 
when a Member of the then truly diſtreſſed States, (as 
they ſcrupled not to acknowledge themſelves) prefaced 
a Speech on their melancholy Situation by the . 


brated Line of Virgil, 
| Y 4 Sola 
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b Salus viai nullam herr Salutem, o_ ; 


Intlakatitig thereby, thelt only Hopes lay i in taking” the 
moſt ae err re- | 


Sven were taken accondingy ; ; and when in « Cote. 
quence of the fortunate Effects they produced, their 


_ Preſervation was happily ſecured, they undauntedly | fal- 


lied forth, and aſſaulted the Enemy in thoſe very Quar- 
ters he thought ſafeſt from their Remoteneſs. Thus 
they carried their Arms into both the Indies; and exe- 
cuted their Plans, not more to the Surpriſe and Ter- 
ror of their Adverſaries, than beyond their own moſt 
ſanguine Expectations; and though, through the Con- 
currence of many unforeſeen Events, but a ſmall Por- 
tion remains of their Weſtern Conqueſts, thoſe they 

retain in the Eaſt, make ample Compenſation for that 
Loſs: an Empire has been eſtabliſhed Abroad, ſubſer- 
vient to the Direction and Command of a ſupreme Au- 
thority at Home, which, to the Wonder of all Europe 
is, by the admirabie Skill and Contrivance of their Po- 
liticians, ſo formed as to conſtitute an Imperium in Im- 


perio, ſo far from interfering with, or obſtructing the 


Operations of Government, that it has hitherto proved 
its moſt effectual Support; and may, without Exagge- 
ration, be deemed the principal Pillar of the Grandeur 
of Holland, which attain:d in the Courſe of a few 
Years after i its Eſtabliſhment, to that Pitch of Opulence 
and Proſperity, the great De Wit has ſo circumſtanti- 
ally deſcribed in his famous Treatiſe on the Intereſt 
and Politics of his Country; whoſe Riches and Popu- 
louſneſs were, in his Tine, encreaſed to tenfold what 
they 
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they were 'a Century before; and whoſe Importance 


and Dignity went Hand in Hand vith mm of the mol 
conſiderable States in Europe, * 45 | 


4 


"Was thus attentive to the bert Objets of bene- 
ficial Conſequence to the Public, none of the ſecondary 
Mediums inftrumental to that End were overlooked. 
Thus they framed the compleateſt Body of Regulations 
for the good Order both of their naval and military Liſt, 
that modern Ages had ever yet produced. A Meaſure 
which, however ſalutary, had till then, been unac- 
countably neglected by the European Powers; whoſe 
Fleets and Armies, except in what related to the Field 
of Action, were, in many Reſpects, a utter S to 
wha pd and Regularity. es 


To inforce this neceſſary Spirit of Obedience and 
Subordination, Individuals employed in the Trade and 
Navigation of private Adventurers were ſubjected, in 
like Manner, to a Courſe of Rules, which though not 
ſo coercive and ſevere as the former, ſtill were of offen- 
tial Service in reſtraining the ferocious Diſpoſition of 
theſe rough Claſſes of Men, and i inuring them to Tract- 
ability and Submiſſion. 


Tur happy Fruits of theſe uſeful Schemes, did full 
Honour to the Source from whence they ſprung; the 
decent orderly Behaviour of the Dutch Mariners and 
Soldiery wherever they are ſtationed, has been exem- 
plary ever fince; and often proved a Model of Imita- 
tion to more than one State, in the northern bad or. 


Europe eſpecially, 
THAT 
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-- THAT. induſtrious, Vigilance and Penetration which, 
lets nothing paſs unnoticed, and foreſees y © great Ef- 
fects may be produced from inconſiderahle -auſes, en- 
tered into all their Councils, and led them to diſcuſs 
Matters with. the minuteſt Accuracy, and t avail them - 
ſelves, of whatever, might, be. ſerviceable, however ſeem, 
ingly of ſmall Impqrtance. Thus, by perpetuating the 
Remembrance of the. Dangers they | had encountered 


4:4: 


with ſo much Reſolutiqn, to diffuſe a Spirit of Bra-, 


44A» 4+ 


anniverſary Commenggrations i in ſuch Places : as s had lig- 
nalized their Zeal in the. common Cauſe ; 3 and j in or- 


G s 


— by a Retroſp C ion. of the paſt, their Predeceſ. 
ſors, the ancient Batavians, were artfully 1 recalled to 
public Notice, and the moſt remarkable and ſhining 
Paſſages of the valiant Reſiſtance they made againſt the 
Romans, were engraven by the moſt ſkilful Artiſts, and 
accompanied with the explanatory Text of Tacitus, 
from whoſe Hiſtory the Subjects were taken. Copies 
of this Performance were diſperſed among their Neigh- 
bours, the Flemings, to awaken the Memory of their 
former Liberty, and to animate them in favour of a 

Cauſe that was once their own, of which they could 
not forget they were the original Afﬀertors, and for 
which they had ſo ſeverely ſuffered. 


| NorwrrusTanpinG the fall End propoſed by this, 
and other Meaſures of the ſame Tendency, did not 
then take place, yet the Proximity of a free Nation, 
whereof they had lately made fo conſiderable a Part, fo 


far influenced the Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants of the 
| Low 


Low Countries, as to cheriſh in their Minds a very 
ſtrong Attachment to their Privileges, and a violent Ab- 
horrence of Oppreſſion. Hence the various Princes, 
whoſe Subjects they have ſucceſſively been, at. different 
Periods, have treated them with much more Mildneſs 
than any People of their other Dominions: Leſt by 
ſtretching Deſpotiſm too far, the Expediency and. Fa- 
cility of throwing off the Voke, and of forming a Con- 
federacy with the United Provinces, might tempt them 
to embrace ſo obvious a Meaſure, 


| In the puny! Them; 3 the main Deſign the 

Dutch were aiming to compaſs by the Union they ſo 
ardently wiſhed. and laboured for, of Brabant and 
Flanders to their Republic, has been brought about 
Gnce, by the famous Treaty, which aſſigned them a 
ſo long deſired Barrier between them, and the only 
Power whoſe Neighbourhood they have Rees to look 
_ as formidable. 


8 nne s to be obſerved, that their Ta- 
lents for Negociation, of which they had always given 
undeniable Proofs, were manifeſted, on this Occaſion, 
in ſo partial and ſelfiſh a Manner, as to raiſe the Jea- 
louſy even of that Ally, under whoſe Auſpices they ob- 
tained ſuch an Addition of Honour and Advantage. 


Bur this was not the firſt Time they had given juſt 
Cauſe for Umbrage at their Proceedings. An Alertneſs 
in ſeizing every Opportunity to ſecure their Intereſt, 
to the Exclufioa of that of all other Parties, had long 


been a Vice inherent in their Character. They had 
ever 
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ever ſhewn themſelves ſo reſolutely determined to pur- 
ſue it, to the moſt cruel and irreparable Detriment of 
alt who might happen to come in for a Competition, 
that ſhortly after their Formation into political Body, 


one of the prime Exploits tlley performed was to ruin 
at once the Commeres of Antwerp, by finking Veſſels 


loaded with Stones, in the Mouth of the Scheld; thus 


ſhutting up, for ever, the eee of that River to 
— of Burden. 8 1 


Tur Truth f is, the Dat ow . is Sellih- 
neſs of Patriotiſm to very immoderate Lengths; and, 
like the Romans, ſeem to have been fully perſuaded, 
that Omnes omnium Caritates una Patria complexa eft, 
that the Love and Partiality. for one's Country, ought 
to ſuperſede all other Conſiderations. Nothing but a 


Determination to adopt the Practice of this Maxim in 


its fulleſt Extent, could have induced them to act occa- 


fionally with a Severity which expoſed them no leſs to 


the lawful Cenſure of the World in general, than to 
the well-founded Complaints of the Sufferers in 


6 He * 


a Bor not to dwell on Tranſactions of which the Re- 
collection ought, if poſſible, to be entirely obliterated 


on either Side, ſuffice it to ſay, that in ſome Inſtances, 


they made Equity give Way to Intereſt in a Manner to- 
tally inconſiſtent with the Rules of Honour and Grati- 
tude, and for which no Atonement could have been 
too ample, and ſcarce any Chaſtiſement too. ſevere. 


Ap yet Advocates have ariſen in their Defence, 


who have aſſerted, that as * admits of Extenua- 
tion 
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tion when the Perpetratur is compelled, as it were, by 


Neceſſity, to have Recburſe wo it for his Preſervatiom, 


ſo by a Parity of Reaſoning, the political Situation of 
the Dutch was ſuch, as obliged them to let flip no Op- 
portunity of "eſtabliſhitig themſelbes at all Events, 
wherever they had the leaſt Expectation of commercial 
Profit,” on which alone chey depended for their Support 
and their very Exiſtence; that urged by ſuch  prefling 
Motives, it was no Wonder if they were ſometimes 
guilty of ſtretehing the Power given them by fortunate 
Accidents, beyond its due Bounds, while other States, 
whoſe Welfare was not wholly founded upon Trade, 
by being placed out of the Reach of the like Tempta- 
tions, have alſo been leſs liable to incur the ſame Guilt, 


r boli wy vals terachls 2511 


 WrTaour entering irts'a"CchtarkinÞcer ſach an 


Apology, one may diſmiſs impartially this Uifaprecable 


Subject, by acknowletlging that Imputations of this 
Sort, need not be reſtricted to the Duteh; and that 
few, if any European mung have been gen Lan 
innocent in theſe hve mad ene 


Has; if we condemn the Conſequences of this 
. reſtleſs Spirit of Avidity Abroad, we cannot but admire 
the Depth of Policy and Foreſight which countenance 
them at Home, and knew how far they might be ſup- 
ported and eneouraged with Safety, as welt as when to 
retra& and diſavow them. To this Art of timing pro- 
perly their Compliance or Refufal, they are indebted 
for no few Succeſſes in many of their commercial En- 
terpriſes, and the peaceable Enjoyment of numberleſs 
W which Wy found Means to obtain, 
"IN through 
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through Connivante or Remiſſneſs, they at laſt pleaded 
f eee 1 7“ 
M vorrente {onion 445 anions; Jen 
—Tuus, dyattending to the * of Sug 
or Inability, their Antagoniſts were in, to enforce: their 
Demands; and by a ſeaſonable Exertion of Prudence, 
Firmneſs, and Patience, according to the Temper and 
Genius of thoſe withi whom they had to deal, they ſuc- 
ceſſively baffled the Reſolution, the Policy, and the Re- 
ſentment of their; Adverſaries; and overcame Difficul- 
ties, by contriving to face them ſingly, which they could 
not have maſtered, had their Opponents taken the 
es, to throw them al, ee in their . 

In this Manner they 3 they Skill with many 
a State; and in the univerſal. Courle of their Dealings 
were ſtill the Gainers, notwithſtanding they certainly 
were met by no Novices in Politics in theſe Trials of 
Dexterity ; and though many of the Parties they were 
thus engaged with, eſteemed themſelves far their Supe- 
riors in the Science of theſe Subtleties and Fineſſes 
upon which ſome Stateſmen ſet ſo high a Value. 


.. Tris conſtant uniform Exertion of their utmoſt 
Abilities in the ruling Members, for the Service of the 
Public, was abſolutely neceſſary in order to keep its 
Attention fixed on the Advantages reſulting from their 
Labours, and to prevent its Enquiry into the Nature of 
a Government, the Adminiſtration of which was, by 
Degrees, becoming purely ariſtocratical. Hence alſo, 
to obviate the Invidiouſneſs which the Manifeſtation of 
a Circumſtance ſo grievous to the Feelings of their Peo- 
l 2 ple 
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liey that could contribute to conce fo wig cable 
Trith-froin common Perception. : bebe vienob 
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To do this effetually" they had Kitt d 890 Metheds; 
theſe were an equitable Adminiſtration, and a total Ex- 
clufion of that perſonal Diſplay of Authority and Gran- 
deur which" chiefty renders Power the ——ͤ—. fo 
much Envy. Theſe they embraced accordingly; and 
have ever purſued, with a Perſeverance and Steadineſs 
that reflect the higheſt Honour on their Conduct; and 
which the Partiſans of a Democracy muſt allow to have 
produced as falutary Effects, as the beſt imagined Re- 
gulations, founded on the moſt free, uninfluenced Con 
currence 1 a whole nnn could ever have 2 ACCom- 
n r tel * bet overt bas 


22 Tad 15 U that this if Alissey of- the Bure d de- 
vais intirely on the prudent and impartial Behaviour 
of thoſe who exerciſe it: whenever the leaſt Tendeney 
to Hauglitineſs or Oppreſſion, or to Meaſures nere 
to the common Weal have made their Appearance, or 
been even ſuſpected, the People -1 OY taken the niok 
unrelenting Revenge. _ 


Bor Chuſes of Diſruntent oss BSN 6 rarely given, 
that no other Nation has, under a Patrician Govern- 
ment, ever enjoyed ſo much Tranquillity; a Proof of 
the Temper and Moderation of thoſe in Commatid, 
and no leſs of the good Senſe and happy Diſpoſition of 
the Subjects thus governed; ; as it certainly ſhews them 
to be free from Turbulence and Factiouſneſs, and not 
unwilling to Tuffer the Ambition of a few to prevail, 

provided 
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provided. the Conſequences be not detrimental. to the 
eſſential Concerns-of.the whole; 4 Maxim not .ſuM- 
ciently attended to by thoſe. who aſſert the Neceſſity of 
an equal Repartition of ſucceſſive Authority among the 

Members of a State, in order to preſerve. its Liberty; 
an Opinion, the Favourers of which, ſeem too read7 
to forget that the Motives of many in their Endeavours 
to become powerful, ariſe not ſo much from a Thirſt of 
Power, as a Deſire of having the Opportunity to ren- 
der themſelves conſpicuous, and reſpeQed TR re 
vices to the A rh | | | 


4 Tun Dra@ability af. the Dutch proceeds not, moſt 
certainly, from a Daſtardlineſs and Puſillanimity of Spi- 
rit. They have given ſignal Evidences of the contrary ; 
and have made the World ſenſible that when proyoked, 
they are very untameable, till their Wrath has had its 
Vent. Thus when perſuaded that the De Witts were 
the Cauſes of the Calamities that had brought their 
Country to the Brink of Perdition, their Qutrageouſ- 
neſs knew no Bounds; and leſt judicial Proceedings 
might not ſecond their Reſentments, the mercileſs Po- 
pulace had Recourſe to an immediate Maſſacre of thoſe 
equally illuftrious, and unfortunate Stateſmen. - 


Tus ſame popular Reſolutions, which though tu- 
multuous and wrong principled in the preceding Caſe, 
were founded on a rational Conviction of their Recti- 
tude, in the latter, placed the late Stadtholder at the 
Head of the Republic; and though ſome ſuperficial 
Obſervers have taken Liberties with the Character of 
| the Dutch on account of theſe irregular, and ſeem- 
ingly deſperate Proceedings, yet the Experience of 

e e „ a 
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Ages has ſhewn that thoſe rapid and inſtantaneous De- 
terminations of the Body of a People, State; have often 
n their Safety and Renovation. 


Few, however, have the Inſurrections been among 
the Inhabitants of a Country, where Lenity in the Uſe 
of Power; and a Condeſcenſion to their Wiſhes and Ex- 
pectations; have always characteriſed their Governors; 
and where the Cautiouſneſs of theſe in avoiding the 
moſt diſtant Poſſibilities of giving Offence; is carried fo 
far as even to ſhun, with the utmoſt Studiouſneſs; that 
Appearance of Superiority which the exterior Forms of 
State uſually annex to Individuals in high Stations. 
Hence, notwithſtanding the Reality of their Impor- 
tance, the Burgo-Maſters, and other Perſons in emi- 
nent Poſts, affect a Plainneſs and Simplicity in their 
Manners and Stile of Living, that takes away the Idea 
of their uncontroulable Supremacy ; while, at the ſame 
Time; they govern with an abſolute Sway, and confer 
all civil Places and Employtnents on whom they think 
proper; and with ſuch a Plenitude of Power, as to 
gratify their neareſt Relations and Friends, without ex- 
citing any Complaint; or even Diſſatisfaction. 


Tae Reafon of this Acquieſcence, and Forbear- 
ance to find Fault with the Conduct of their Ma- 
giſtrates, is, that Riches being the Title by which a 
Connexion is procured with the greateſt ruling Families, 
the induſtrious, who conftitute the major and leading 


Part of the Nation, ſee no Excluſion to their Hopes of 


becoming, in their Turn, of ſufficient Conſideration to 
riſe by ſuch Means to Importance and Command. In 
Vol. II. 2 the 
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the mean Time, as their Pride is not kurt by thoſe. 
Exhibitions of Sovereignty, and. official Splendor ſo 
prevalent in other Nations, and Equality of Opulence 
inducing a F amiliarity of Behaviour that ſupercedes the 
Dignity of Employments, except in the very Act of 
ſulfilling them, the Authority and Weight of thoſe 
wao poſſeſs them, is not ſeen or felt in any Manner 
but what ſhews them on the ſame Level with thoſe over 
whom they preſide, by the Parity of Obedience they 
profeſs to their own Ordinances, in common with their 
fellow Subjects, and by the reſpectful Attribution of 
ſole Empire and Majeſty to the Laws; as the Execu- 
tors of which only they pretend to, and expect Sub- 
miſſion and Compliance, and not as deriving ſuch 
Claims from any Right ef Dominion inherent in 
themſelves. e $3 1 5 


Sven are the popular and judicious Methods by 
which the patriciah Intereſt is upheld in Holland, and 
flouriſhes unenvied, and almoſt unperceived. 


ConrFoRMABLY to theſe Maxims, in their very Be- 
ginnings, a few leading Men, by avoiding all Appear- 
ance of ſupreme Command, and by arrogating no ex- 
ternal Marks of Pre-eminence, inſinuated themſelves 
into the favourable Opinion and good Graces of their 
Feilow-Citizens ; who, charmed with their Affabi- 
lity, and with the Simplicity of their Deportment, ſaw 
no more in them than the laborious, indefatigable Ser- 
vants of the Public. Thus the Plainneſs and Frugality 
of a Barnevelt, and his illuſtrious Aſſociates, excited, at 
once, the Admiration and Reſpect of Europe; and 
what was of much greater Conſequence to the com- 

mon 
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mon Cauſe, attracted nac and Confidence of 
his Countrymen, who were convinced there could be 
no Danger in refigning themſelves, with the utmoſt 
Implicitneſs, to Men who gave ſuch Proofs of their 
Contempt for all empty Parade, as were a ſufficient 
Earneft of their harbouring no . of mann 
the Means to ee 6 


So forcible a Dilptiy e of patriotic Thifinterodin 
was, indeed, neceſſary at a Time when every Virtue ' 
allied to Partimony and Self-denial, was requiſite to ' 
make the moſt of a Stock that aroſe from nothing but 
extreme Toil and Induftry; and when a Shew of 
Equality, and a Spirit of ſocial Benignity, were abſo- 
lutely indiſpenſible to cement all DEI in a Cords 
ality of Union, | 


THrss great Examples left ſuch profound Traces 
in the Memory of thoſe who had been Witneſſes of 
them, that a traditional Rule was formed, and handed 
do. n to Poſterity, whereby the following of them has 
been made a Kind of tacit Law, from which, to the 
very peculiar Honour of the Dutch, there are few, if 
any Inſtances, of Deviation. 


Hence, in ſucceeding Times, long after the Foun- 
dations of the r Republic had been laid on the firmeſt 
Baſis, and the nobleſt SuperſtruQure erected upon 
them, at an Epocha when they were become the pow- 
erfulleſt Nat:on at Sea, and the wealthieſt People at 
Land of any in Europe, we find that, like the ancient 
n, in the glorious and triumphant Periods of 
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the Commonwealth, when they vanquiſhed a Pyrrhus 
and a Hannibal, and brought the Grecian Empire un- 

der Subjection, they ſtill retained their primitive Man- 

ners in the midſt of every Temptation to deſert them. 

Fhus, while a Van Tromp, a De Ruyter, and many 

other memorable Names, were aſſerting the Honour of 
their Flag, and carrying the Terror of their maritime 
Force through ſo many Seas, and while, at the ſame 
Time, their Treaſures ſeemed inexhauſtible, from the 
prodigious Sums they continually expended in defend- 
ing themſelves ſo vigorouſly on every Side, and in the 
generous Aſſiſtance and Protection of their Allies, ſtill 
the Heads of the State ſought no other perſonal Luſtre, 
but that which reſulted from their Actions and Coun- 
cils, and referved all Grandeur and Magnificence for 
public Occaſions. The great De Wit, the Soul of all 
their Politics, a Man whoſe Character ſtood on a Pa. 
rity with that of Monarchs, ſcarcely ever uſed an Equi- 
page ; and had no other domeſtic Attendance than that 


of a private Gentleman. 


ix Imitation of ſuch excellent Models, all other In- 
dividuals conducted themſelves with an Oeconomy and 
Moderation that became proverbial throughout the 
European Nations ; and was the more aſtoniſhing, 
as they poſſeſſed the Means of Luxury beyond them all. 


Bur their Tempe: ance and Averſion to all Exceſſes, 
were always no leſs conſpicucus than their AMuence ; ; 
and it is the ſingular Praiſe and Glory of the Dutch 

that, as the Carthaginians were of old, they have been 


the only People in modern Ages, among whom Riches 
have 
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have not wrought their uſual Effect, that of introdue- 
ing Effeminacy and Prodigality, - 


Trts Spirit of Abſtemiouſneſs, ſo uncommon elſe- 
where, continues in full Force to this Day; and the 
Meetings of the States, at the Hague, are he!d with 
ſuch a Stillneſs, and Abſence of Pomp and Oſtentati- 
on, as ſurpriſes thoſe Foreigners who have ſeen the Pa- 
geantry exhibited in their own and other Countries, on 
much leſs important Emergencies. 


Ir is this Negle& of the Decorations and Trap- 
pings of Ambition, that enables them to indulge in the 
Enjoyment of a real and ſolid Power; of which, how- 
ever, it cannot be denied, their Exerciſe is ſo equitable, 
that no Burdens of any Kind are impoſed, of which 
they bear not their full Proportion; and whether in 
ancient or latter Times, Hiſtory mentions no Govern- 
ment where a more n Equality of Taxes was 
ever known. 


To the Knowledge and clear Perception of this 
Conduct is owing the great Authority and Credit of 
the Rulers i in Holland, and not to a blind and ignorant 
Prejudice i in their Favour. 


' PREPOSSESION is by no Means the Failing of the 
Putch ; when a Man obtains Popularity among them, 
it muſt be through actual Services. Oratorial Decla- 
mations are little regarded, and the perſonal Merit of 
the Speaker only can give Weight to what he ſays. 
Hence, as their phlegmatic Diſpoſition effectually pre- 

| Z 3 vents 
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vents their Submiſſion to the undue Influence of rhe- 
torical Artifice, inflammatory Publications avail no- 
thing to the Party from whence they proceed, unleſs 
the Aﬀertions they contain are conifiſtent with the ſtrict- 
eſt Veracity, and univerſally avowed. As the People 
ate too cool and wary. to be led away by mere Speci- 
oufnefs: of Reafoning, Facts are the only Objects of 
their Confideration, and from theſe alone they form. 
their Judgment; nor from __ antil they are well 
verified, | | 


Font this happy Cautiouſneſs of Temper, and 
Backwardneſs to decide, unleſs on ſure Grounds, per- 
fonal Fame is far from being ſo ſubject to Uncertainty 
and Fluctuation in Holland, as in other Countries; 
where an Individual experiences frequently ſuch Vi- 
eiſſitudes of Approbation and Cenſure, of Contempt 
arid Applauſe, as to become, at laſt, inſenſible to ei- 
thet; a Situation of Mind fatal to the Cauſe of Vir- 
tue, whoſe Exiſtence, in no ſmall Meaſure, depends 
not only on the Pleaſure of Conſciouſneſs, but on the 
Reward it receives from a govd Reputation; and fatal 
therefore to the State irſelf, Whoſe Welfare and Proſ- 
perity is owing to the Endeivours of thoſe who are 
concerned in its Management to merit the Eſteem and 
Suffrages of the Public; but who, on finding its Praiſe 
or Blame injudicioufly and raſhly beſtowed, will un- 
doubtedly remit of their Zeal and Eagerneſs to purſue 
its real Interefts ; and in order to preſerve themſelves - 
from the general Odium, and remain acceptable to the 
Multitude, will make it their Study rather to pleaſe than 
to e their Country. 


THE 
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Tux Reflexion how much, nay, how entirely, their 


Importance and Sway are founded on the favourable 
Opinion of the People, is doubtleſs the Ca e of thoſe 
perpetual Efforts to deſerve it, that are fo conſpicuous 
in all who are intruſted with public Affairs in Holland, 
Hence the Aſſiduity and Diligence with which every 
Department is adminiſtered, each Incumbent faith- 
fully directing his ſtricteſt and moſt vigilant Attention 


to the Duty of his reſpective Office, and allowing 
himſelf but few of thofe pleaſurable Avocations, which 
in Governments leſs carefully regulated, are conſi- 
dered as ſo many Privileges and Benefits annexed to 


Preferment, 


Tux ſmall Portion of Leifure remaining from the 


Calls of Buſineſs, affords, indeed, but few Opportuni- 
ties for Indulgences of this Nature ; as notwithſtand- 
ing there is no State whatever where a greater, if an 
equal Degree of Circumſpection prevails in providing 
for the moſt ample and complete Diſcharge of every 


Function neceſſary for the well-being of the Commu- 


nity, yet that Genius of F rugality which inſpires the 
Individuals cf this Country in their private Tranſacti- 
ons, preſides with no leſs Influence in what relates to 
the common Concern; and in the Diſtribution of the 
various Poſts and Stations intended for the carrying on 
of the public Service, has admitted of none ſuperflu- 
ous; none of thoſe ſo well known in other Parts, and 
ſo properly denominated Sine-cures. Even in the Eſ- 
rabliſhment of ſuch as were of abſolute Uſe and Ne- 
ceflity, no Indulgence has been granted to the Love of 
Eaſe, by enlarging their Number, in order to leſſen 
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their Toil; a ſufficient Degree of which is aſſigned tq 
allEmployments to keepfully alive the Spirit of Labour, 
and to exclude all Incitements. to nn, 


Tas Talent of Parſimony, an made fo com- 
monly an Object of Ridicule by their Neighbours, is, 
in Reality, a Fund from whence they have drawn the 
moſt eſſential Reſources ; not more to their mn Emo. 
lument, than to the Surpriſe of thoſe very Strangers 
| who make fo free with their Character, until by a 
nearer Acquaintance and Examination they are taught 


at laſt to reverence what their Ignorance led them at 
firſt to 6 


FRO this judicious Thriftineſs they derive in chief 
Support of that invincible Induſtry, for which they are 
ſo deſervedly celebrated beyond all the reſt of Mankind. 
It i is only by maintaining the ſtricteſt Alliance between 
both, they have ſucceeded i in thoſe prodigious Under- 
takings, wherein their Ingenuity i is ſo remarkably diſ- 
tinguiſhed by rendering the Untowardlineſs and Per- 
verſity of Nature ſubſervient to the moſt beneficial Pur- 
poſes, effected almoſt againſt ExpeRation, and in the 
midſt of numberleſs Diſcouragements, through Dint 
of the moſt obſtinate Labour, and the moſt ſagacious 


Management. 


— 


SENSIBLE of the inexhauſtible Energy of theſe united 
Qualities, they had the Courage to commence, and 
the Conſtancy never to recede, till they had perfected 
the ſtupendous Work of draining their Country of thoſe 

immenſe 
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immenſe Deluges of Water that had overflowed ſo 
large a Part 0 it for the n of Ages.” 


Buotwn this . noble and marvellons Atchieve- 
ment, they have with no leſs Application and Fatigue, 
contrived to bring under their Subjection and Command, 

the Rivers and Seas that ſurround them, (formerly 
ſuch perpetual Objects of Terror and Alarm) and to 
make them the principal Bulwarks on which they rely 
for the Protection and Safety of their Territories againſt 
the Danger of an Enemy. This they have done by 

covering their Frontiers and Cities with innumerable 
Sluices, through Means of which, at the ſhorteſt No- 
tice, the moſt rapid Inundations are let in, and they 
beconie i in a few Hours ingocellible, 


Tae ſame Attention and Diligence, aſſiſted by a ſtu- 
dious unremitting Oeconomy, accompanies them equal- 
ly in Affairs of leſs, as well as in thoſe of greater Mo- 
ment; thus, among many other Inſtances, in order 
to ſave the Trouble and Coſt of Freight that would 
enſue, were Ships and Men employed ſolely for ſuch 
a Purpoſe, they direct the Importation of Marble by 
Way of ballaſting their homeward bound Veſſels from 
Italy; by which, not lefs dextersus than parſimonious 
Method, there is an Abundance both in their public 
and private Buildings, that juſtly ſurpriſes a Foreigner 
who reflects that no Quarries of it are found in Holland. 


Tais ſaving Diſpoſition has, however, no Influence 
over them, when they are aware it would prove detri- 


mental to the general Intereſt; and to the particular 
| | Com- 
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Commendation of the Dutch, they perfectly know 
how to reconcile themſelves to the moſt conſiderable and 
moſt burthenſome Expences, when Times and Occa- 
fions demand them. Hence the vaſt Fleets and Ar- 
mies they have at different Per iods maintained. Hence 
the grand and copious Arſenals that abound in their 
Provinces; and which, till lately, were not equalled 
by the greateſt States in Europe. And hence, what 
is much more amazing in a commercial Nation, that 
heroic Patience, with which they ſubmitted to thoſe 
prodigious Loſſes that were the foreſeen and unavoida- 
ble Conſequences of the Submerſion of their Country, 
in order to preſerve it from the French. 


A MANLY Fortitude in the eneountering chearfully 
with Difficulties, and in ſuffering Diſtreſſes without Deſ- 
pondency, is the peculiar Charaſteriſtic of that People, 
not leſs in their private than in their public Concerns. 
Proofs of this are numberleſs, in the Multiplicity of 
their arduous Enterpriſes to compaſs Eſtabliſhments 
Abroad, in Places where Jeſs patient Adventurers had 
failed ; and where the laborious Perſeverance of Indi- 
viduals was the only Ground-work of Succeſs, 


No W-:ys inferior to this unyielding Firmneſs in 
purſuing what they have once begun, is the Calmneſs 
and Reſignation with which they meet a Change of 
Fortune ; a Species of Magnanimity for which they 
have been long and deſervedly celebrated. Strada, no 
Friend to their Cauſe, and who wrote at no great Diſt- 
ance from the Foundation of that Republic, under the 
Influence, and one may fairly ſay the Eye and Directi- 


ON 
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on of - Spaniſh Intereſt and Councils, could not yet re- 

frain from doing them. Juſtice on this remarkable Par- 

ticularity ; and in his Hiftory of the I,ow Country 

Wars, employs purpoſely a very circumſtantial * 
to that Effet, 


T 1s Steadineſs and Serenity of Mind, contributes 
to render them, perhaps, the eaſieſt and moſt content- 
ed of Mortals. For as they are, at the ſame Time, 
conſtitutionally Strangers to thoſe Tranſpotts of Exhi- 


laration, ſo prevalent ia other more ſanguine and mer- 
curial Nations, they are alſo leſs liable to be oppreſſed 


by that more than equal Counterpoiſe of Heavineſs and 
Gloom, which is ſo commonly the Price of theſe ſhort- 
lived Enjoyments. 


From theſe Cauſes, no People whatever poſſeſs 
more of that intellectual Happineſs, conſiſting in 
Aquanimity; which, though it be not abſolutely the 
ſuperlative Degree of Felicity, yet, conſidering it is 
leſs liable to Interruption from the Caſualties incident. 
to human Nature, is, on that Account, a Situation far 
preferable to it. 


WHEN we reflect on the Peace of Mind reſulting 
from the Abſence of thoſe Paſſions, whoſe Objects 
are out of the Circle of ordinary Wants and De- 
fires, we need not envy thoſe whoſe Lot it is to 
compaſs their moſt delightful Gratifications ; as on 
comparing the Inconveniencies ariſing from their Tran- 
ſitorineſs, with the temporary Advantages they pro- 
cure, we ſhall probably find the former to preponde- 
rate; and acknowledge, on due Examination, that a 
State of Tranquility, equally excluſive of the Exceſſes ; 
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of Joy or Grief, is, from the Vigour and Stability it 
confers on the Faculties, far more eligible than a Con- 
dition admitting alternately of much Pleaſure and much 
pain; of which the frequent Viciffitudes cannot fail 
10 harraſs and convulſe the Soul, and greatly diſturb | 
the Oeconomy of our whole Syſtem, 


Tax Fact is, the Dutch are very ric Obſervers 
of the Precept which Horace, who certainly was a 
competent Judge of Life, lays down as the prime 
Rule of Beatitude, in his Epiſtle to Numicius, which 
he begins by aſſerting, as a Truth n Experiencę 
had fully taught him, that, 


Nil admirari prope Res eſt Una 
Solaque gue poſſit facere et ſervare beatum ; 


Not to admire, an Art too little known, is yet the 
only Way to attain and preſerve Happineſs. Not that 
bis Meaning was to deprive Merit of the Praiſe and 
Eſteem it naturally commands, nor that Mankind 
ſhould refuſe themſelves the Pleaſure of Feeling and 
expreſſing their Satisfaction at thoſe Objects that made 
_ agreeable Impreſſions on their Minds and Senſes, but 
that they ſhould not ſuffer their Attention to dwell fo 
long on them, as to become enamoured of ſuch Kind 
of Charms as it lay not in their Power to obtain the 
Poſſeſſi n of; nor by a thoughtleſs Ccndeſcention to 
groundleſs Notions, be induced to rate things above 
their real Worth, 


Wirn this Maxim, though kin not in 1 Specula- 
tion, yet in Practice, no People are more thoroughly 
acquainted than the Dutch; in whom few Objects are 

able 
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able fo excite thoſe Raptures of Admiration and Ap- 


plauſe, that are ſo common elſewhere. They view 
Things, not indeed with abſolute: Indifference, but 
with a Coolneſs that ſets no more than their juſt Value 
on them ; and does not permit the InſpeQor to be hur- 
ried away with vain Opinions of their Tranſcendency. 
Hence, they are but little delighted with thoſe far- 
fetched and dear-bought Modes and Devices of Lux- 
ury, for the Enjoyment of which ſo much Time and 
Expence are laviſhed by their-nicer, and more curious 


and refined Neighbours : if ſuch Epithets are applica- 


ble to thoſe who have altered the Nature of Merri- 
ments and Diverſions, and inſtead of conſidering and 
uling them as Relaxations, have methodiſed and con- 
verted them into a Buſineſs. 


Few, therefore, among the Dutch, are captivated 
with theſe fleeting Gaieties, or care to beſtow their Mo- 
ney on ſuch Articles as are of no Solidity and Perma- 


nence. This is the principal Aim in all their Purſuits ; 


and. they are much more ſolicitous to ſecure the Means 
of living comfortably, than to launch into that Profu- 
ſion and Parade, to which the Acquiſition of Wealth 
is ſo powerful a Temptation in moſt other Nations; 
who ſeem to think Felicity imperfect unleſs it is graced 
with collateral Embelliſhments, and ſurrounded by 2 
Crowd of Witneſſes. Far different herein from the 
Dutch, who ſeek it purely for its own Sake, and are 
very careleſs of thoſe Concomitances of Splendor, that 


invite a Multitude of Gazers. 


Taas is particularly evident, from the Simplicity of 
their Paſtimes, which are moſtly centered within the 


Circle of their domeſtic Intimates and familiar Acquain- 
tance 3 
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tance ; and ſtill more from the little Propenfity to Coſt- 
linefs they ſhew in the Decoration of their Houſes ; the 
chief, and often the ſole Merit of which is Neatneſs. 
Thoſe architectural Ornaments and ſtudied Regulari- 
ties, on the minuteſt Obſervance of which the wealthy 
in other Countries are fo ſcrupulouſly intent, and con- 
fider as ſo many Proofs of their ſuperior Taſte and 
Knowledge in che Art of Grandeur, are, in this Land 
of Parſimony, in no wiſe looked upon as making an 
eſſential and neceſſary Part in the Expences of even the 
moft opulent Individuals; and are therefore _ 
priated only to public Structures. | 


HENCE on ie Banks of thoſe numerous Canals that 
diffuſe Riches and Plenty throughout the Land, amidſt 
the many Edifices that in a Manner crowd them, a ru- 
ral Decency conſtitutes utually their utmoſt Beauty; 
and though they fully demonſtrate the Inhabitants of 
the Towns in the Neighbourhood of which they are 
ſituated, to be in proſperous Circumſtances, yet they 
prove them, at the ſame Time, equally converſant in 
the Science of Oecenomy, and not ſo deſirous of living 
ſumptuouſly, as agreeably. Nay, even in their moſt 
opulent and commercial Cities, it is not uncommon 
to ſee their greateſt Merchants, logs d Vetroit as the 
French very properly expreſs it, pent up in a narrow 
Habitation ; and what is ſtill more, quite ſatisfied with 
it. The modern Improvements in the commodious 
Diſtribution of Apartments, are but little conſulted. 
The Conveniencies, ſo judiciouſly contrived in Eng- 
land, and the Elegancies ſo ingeniouſly deviſed in 
France, are almoſt totally neglected; and, in ſhort, 
the Syſtem they obſerve in their Methods of Dwelling, 
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is generally „bat a, Perſon of Fortune, in either of 
.thoſe two Nations, would eſteem. nnn to 1 
eee | | 


8 it is in „ 3 and . 
taouſrieſs the Dutch have always prided themſelves 3 
and when we advert to the much greater Rarity of 
Failures and Bankruptcies among them, than among 
their more lively and magnificent Neighbours, we muſt 
allow their Notions approach much nearer to Rectitude 
in theſe Matters, and are ſubjedt to very little Cenfure ; 
no more, indeed, than that of betraying too much Dif- 
fidence, and uſing too many unneceſſary Precautions 
in the tranſacting of Buſineſs; and of not availing 
themſelves, with a proper Degree of Indulgence, af the 
Bounties Fortune has ſo unſparingly, and to their 


Praiſe be it added, ſo n conferred on Numbers 
of them. 


HowzEvER, as Errors of ſuch a Nature can effect no 
Detriment, either to the private Welfare of thoſe who 
commit them, or to that Public of which they are 
Members, they ſhould not be ſo ſeverely animadværted 
on, as they have unjuſtly been by many inconſiderate 
Foreigners, who ſeem to forget the Conſequences of 
that Spirit of Profuſion which revels with ſo much Li- 
centiouſneſs among ſuch Numbers of their Country- 
men, whoſe Incomes but ill ſuit with their Extrava- 
gance : Conſequences the more pernicious and difficult 
to prevent, as they have nn been made a Sub- 
ject of national Boaſt. 


Tubus 
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Tuus an Imitation of the Way of Life, led by the 
Grandees in a Nation, has been the ultimate View; 
and too faithful Practice not leſs of ſuch as were labour- 
ing to accumulate a Fortune, than of thoſe who had 
compaſſed their Wiſhes. And hence too, the Sinews 
of a State have been relaxed, not only by the Diſſipa- 
tion of thoſe Funds in idle Purſuits, that ought to 
By have been conſecrated to the Purpoſes of Commerce; 
but alſo by the untimely Retreat from the Field of 
Buſineſs of many, the Date of whoſe Years, or the 
Situation of whoſe Circumſtances, could afford them 
no Pretence to claim a Diſcharge from their Labours ; 
but who were impatient to figure in a Sphere, which 
Pride repreſented as more honourable, or Indolence 
pointed out as a Refuge from Fatigue. ne 


WararTevtr Encomiums the Unthinking may be- 
ſtow on the Conduct of ſuch as chuſe, in the Strength 
and Vigour of Life, to retire from the Hurry of world- 

ly Concerns, it certainly proceeds in common, much 
more from a Spirit of Vanity, or a Paſſion for Eaſe, 
than from Moderation and Content; the true Nature 
of which does not conſiſt in a Renunciation of thoſe 

Scenes of Activity we are engaged in for the Advance- 
ment of our Fortune, but in a chearful Acceptance of 
the Advantages reſulting from them, though unequal 
to our Expectation, or inadequate to the Induſtry we 
have exerted in the Proſecution of our Schemes. 


A cariTAL Motive in Holland, why Perſons whoſe 
Vocation is commercial, ſeldom think of a Retirement 
from Buſineſs, while their Continuation in it is attead- 
ed with no Inconveniency, is that no Station in So- 

| ciety 
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ciety is productive of more Credit and Reſpect, than 
/ that of an Individual whoſe Diligence and Sagacity in 
Trade have raiſed him to Opulence, This gives him 
an Equality of Weight in all ſubſtantial Concerns, 
with the firſt of his Fellow-Subjects ; among whom 
the Sneers and Sarcaſms, with which Envy or Pevity 
attack Meanneſs of Birth, and Obſcurity of Family in 
moſt other Parts, ſo virulently and ſo unjuſtifiably, 
are but very little known or countenanced ; and whoſe 
Favour and Eſteem are the ſure Rewards of a n. | 
A to his Calling. 


Tas Conſideration, which we may well ſuppoſe is 
never abſent from the Minds of Men who daily ſee 
how rightly it is founded, proves doubtleſs, apowerful 
Incentive to Perſeverance in ſo promiſing a Career ; 
from which, accordingly, few of them ever depart, 
not even when their Ambition has met with its am- 
pleſt Gratifications, and when in the Courſe of thoſe 
Preferments, of which their indefatigable Induſtry laid 
the Foundation, they are at laſt become Men of prime 
Rank and Dignity in the State, 5 
Tux main Spring from whence flows this general Fe- 
licity of Endeavours to proſper, the happy Talent of 
avoiding unneceſſary and uſeleſs Expences, is not only 
the Praiſe of the mercantile and laborious Claſſes, but 
equally of thoſe whole native Patrimony is ſufficiently 
conſiderable to procure them all Indulgences; who, 
though exempted from the Solicitude and Care requiſite 
to raiſe one, are nevertheleſs, obſervant of an Orderli- 
neſs and Oeconomy in the Management of their In- 11 
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come, to which the Inheritors of Eſtates in moſt other 
European Countries, are too fatally Strangers. Whence 
it happens, that while theſe are ſquandering them with- 
out Meaſure, and often in the moſt ignominious Man- 


ner, thoſe are enjoying a decent and reaſonable Portion 
of all ſuch Pleaſures as leave no Sting behind, from the 


Recollection of their Coſt, or of their Impropriety; 

ſuch Pleaſures, indeed, as to Perſons of a depraved 

Taſte, or a wild Imagination, would hardly appear de- 

ſerving of the Name; but which, to a Life of Sobriety 
and Temperance, are of infinite Value, by the Tran- 
quillity and Eafe that accompany their Purſuit, which 
has nothing in it of that Vehemence and Eagerneſs, 
which diſquiet a Mind too much taken up with Paſ- 
times, and apt to view them as Objects worthy of a ſe- 
rious Attention. Another happy Reſult of this mode- 
rate and circumſpetful Diſpoſition, is, that while in 
England, in France, and in other Countries, where 
Scenes of Prodigality are frequent, Fortunes are perpe- 

tually going to wreck, and genteel Families are daily 
reduced to Indigence, in Holland, through a cautious 
and moſt laudable Abſtinence from whatever has a Ten- 
dency to Careleſſneſs and Profuſion, no Waſte is ſuffer- 
ed in any Article, however ſlight and diminutive ; 
and by the continual Practice of this Savingneſs, on all 
Occaſions, no inconſiderable Sums are laid up in the 
Courſe of Years out of middling Revenues, and a de- 
cent Proviſion is made, at the fame Time, for all do- 


meſtic Emergencies, 


From theſe Premiſes it may with great Reaſon be 


aſierted, that in whatever relates to the Management 
of 
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of pecuniary Affairs, the Dutch are indubitably the 


moſt completely expert of any People; as to the Know- 
ledge of acquiring Wealth, they unite the no leſs neceſ- 
ſary Science of preſerving it. No Country, therefore, 
can vie with theirs in the Number of thoſe Inhabitants 
whoſe Lot, if not Riches, is at leaſt a comfortable Suf- 


ficiency ; a Circumſtance naturally ariſing from the uni- 


verſal Habit of Carefulneſs and Order, that eharacte- 
riſes them ſo ſtrongly ; and the Exerciſe of which is ſo 
diffuſive and popular, that a contrary Turn of Mind is 
a kind of Exotic but little known, and when diſcovered, 
_ out as highly cenſurable and defamatory. 


Hz ENCE, in the midſt of a World of Taxes and Con- 
tributions for the public Exigencies, ſuch as no other 
Country whatever experiences, and of which Foreigners, 
till acquainted with the interior Polity of this Republic, 
entertain no adequate Idea, they flouriſh and grow rich, 
and attain to a Degree of Proſperity few Parts of the 
World can boaſt, under ſuch Diſcouragements, as 
other Nations would deem inſupportable, even thoſe 
ſubjected to the moſt deſpotic Governments, 


THis is 2 Truth, at which Lewis the Fourteenth 
was often ſtruck with Admiration, when he compared 
the Burthens he laid on his People, to thoſe the Duich 
loaded themſelves with, and found how diſproportiona- 
bly heavier the latter were but the Elucidation of ſuch 
a Fact was too dangerous to be attempted, and it re- 
mained a Myſtery which his Courtiers, however clearly 
they might comprehend it, never durſt explain to a 
Monarch, who had the Vanity to think his Adminiſ- 
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tration as mild and conducive to the Intereſt of Indivi- 
duals, as any that could poſſibly be framed ; and whoſe 
Opinion, therefore, was not to be contradicted with 
Safety by ſuch as meant to continue in his Favour. 


Tas Loſs of this muſt certainly have been incurred 
by any Miniſter, whoſe Honeſty and Courage might 
have prompted him to ſet forth the Cauſes that gave 
Birth to the Subject of his Wonder, by developing the 
different Kinds of Aſcendancy, which the Enjoyment 
of political Freedom, or a State of abſolute; unlimited 
Obedience, have over the human Mind; and by thew- 
ing how much the firſt elevates ard inſpires it with Re- 

ſolution to exert itſelf to the utmoſt, by the Proſpect of 
that Security, which is the very Life of all our Efforts 
to thrive and ameliorate our Condition; and how much 
the ſecond depreſſes it, and damps its Vigour and En- 
deavours, by the Reflexion on the Precariouſneſs of our 
Situation, however proſperous and ſucceſsful our Indufs 
try may have made it. 

A 
Suck an Expoſition of Facts, connected with, and 
deduced from Principles which none but Tyrants and 
their Abettors, will call in Queſtion, would have ac- 
counted for the Poſſibility that ambitious Prince had 
ſuch frequent Reaſons to marvel at, that a State, whoſe 
Extent of Territory ſcarce amounted to a fifteenth Part 
of his Dominions, ſhould yet dare bid him Defiance; 
that unſupported, abandoned, nay even aſſaulted with 
equal Injuſtice, and bad Policy, by another no leſs for- 
midable Neighbour, they ſhould have Strength enough 
to withſtand his whole Power at Land, and prove ſo ſu- 


perior 
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perior to him at Seb as to oblige him to rely entirely on 
the Aſſiſtance of their only Rivals on that Element. He 
then would have diſeovered by what Means they were 
able to bear ſo conſiderable a Part in that glorious Alli- 
ance, which put a ſinal Period to the Career of half a 
Century's Sueceſſes; and by a Series of Victories, where- 
in they juſtly claimed a moſt honourable Share, deſtroy- 
ed his Fleets, and totally ruined his Marine Eftabliſh- 
ments; and fo deciſively defeated and vanquiſhed his 
Armies, that he had at laſt no other Reſource left him 
but to implore the Clemency of his Enemies, by ſuing 
for Peace on the moſt humiliz ting Terms. 


Wer, indeed, might he teſtify his Surprize, hoo 


he ſaw the Dutch, whom he ever affected to underva- 


Jue, and treat with Contempt and Scorn, maintaining in 
this celebrated Contention, one hundred and fifty thou- 
land Men, and upwards of eighty Ships of the Line; 
a. Force, to ſupport which, beſides other weighty Con- 
tingencies, the Sums they levied were hardly inferior 
to the immenſe CANINE occafioned "ny the. eee, 
Number of his iin 


WIEN a people emerge but cata 4 Ob- 
ſcurity, and only | fignatize themſelves in a tranſitory 
Manner, ſuch Events may be owing to the ſuperior 
Abilities alone of thoſe extraordinary Characters, which 
every Age and Nation ſometimes produce. Thus the 
Genius of Epaminondas, gave the Supremacy over all 
Greece to his Countrymen, the Thebans ; who, unme- 
| diately on his Death, relapſed into their former Inſig- 
nificancy. In the fame Manner, Timoleon rendered 

A223 the 


358 OF THE DUTCH. 
the | Syracuſans, before and after im, the Prey 
of Tyrants, no leſs dreaded and invincible. In the 
laſt Century the Swedes, under Guſtavus Adolphus, 
and in the Beginning of the preſent, the Ruſſians, un- 
der Peter the Great, made voth a Figure to which they 
-were Strangers belore, and have'been ever ſince, Thus, 
in our own Days, an illuſtrious Monarch, through the 
indefatigable Exertion of the moſt amazing Capacity, 
has procured a Luſtre to his Crown, and a Reputation 
to the military Virtues of his Subjects, which, being 
founded on his perſonal Talents only, and not owing 
to any peculiar Excellence in'the Frame of their Go- 
vernment, are not expected to out-live him, unleſs a 
Succeſſor of * re Merit Mane ariſe, 


Tris tranſient Grinch of Eaiplies and W 
may alſo be formed by the fortuitous Concurrence of 
thoſe favourable Accidents, which, without the Inter- 
vention of profound Policy, or heroic Actions, effect 
at once the Grandeur of a State. Thus, from the 
Marriage of Iſabella of Caſtile, with Ferdinand of Ar- 
ragon, and of their Daughter to the Heir of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, together with the caſual Diſcovery of Ame- 
rica, proceeded the ſudden and inſtantaneous Impor- 
tance: of Spain, which, while theſe Cauſes operated, 
took the Lead, and was the capital Agent throughout 
Europe; but on their Ceſſata, ſoon declined ; and 
in Proportion to the Decreate of theſe 3 
Helps, gradually fell away to a Situation of Debility, 
that was accelerated by the Rulers of that Monarchy, 
miſtaking the Sources of their former Power, and attri- 


buting it to the genuine intrinſic Strength and Spirit of 
| | the 


OF THE DUTCH 359 


the Nation; whence they were led into Enterprizes that 


quickly convinced them of the Inability of: Spain, when 


dependent on the ſole Vigour of its Government and 
People, to ſupport and give Succeſs to great Deſigns. . - 


Bur, when a Country, long hidden from the Atten- 


tion of the World, and intrinſically of the moſt diminu- 


tive Weight in the Scale of Politics, makes its Way 


through ſurrounding Obſtacles ; and againſt all Expee- 


tation and Probability, maintains its Ground in $pite of 
the moſt powerful and'inveterate Oppoſition 3 when in + 


the midft of Preſſures of every Kind, it advances daily, 
by ſteady and uniform Steps, to Proſperity ; and ar- 


rives, at laſt, to a Degree of Might and Dignity ſuperi- 


or, on Compariſon of the Means, to that of every other 
Nation whatever, ; when theſe Tranſactions are not li- 


mited to the Duration of a few Years, but afford Mat- 


ter for the Annals of two Centuries; when the Spirit 


and Wiſdom from which they originated exiſt and flou - 


riſh in full Force ; and there are no other apparent Mo- 
tives to apprehend the Downfall of this noble Fabric, 
but ſuch as are drawn from the Frailty concomitant on 
all the Works of Man; when Facts of this Nature con- 
ſpire in Favour of a People, then, indeed, it is no lon- 
ger to the accidental Effulgence of the temporary Abi- 
lities of any Individual, or to the ſpontaneous Con- 
courſe of fortunate Caſualties, that ſuch admirable Ex. 
fects are to be attributed. The Cauſe of them lies 
deeper, and reſts upon a more durable Foundation, that 
of their conſtitutional Policy, which, like a radical 
Stock of Health and Soundneſs in the human Body, 
that infuſes Alacrity and Firmneſs into all its Members, 
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keeps in requiſite Life and Motion, the various compo- 
nent Parts of the Commonwealth, by providing a due 
and adequate Meaſure of Action, and Employment, 
ſuitable to the peculiar Diſp ſition of Individuals; and 
by ſuffering none of their native Qualifications to lie un- 
cultivated. This, the true Theory of Proſperity in all 
Countries, no public Adminiſtration has ever: been more 
attentive in reducing to Practice, than that of Holland; 
of which it has always been the undeniable Praiſe to pay 
the ſtricteſt Regard to every Maxim EY for ne 
common Walle and teme 
Asa TW with: theſe laudable — thes _ 
been particularly ſolicitous in never loſing Sight of that 
fundamental Principle of Felicity and Laſtingneſs in all 
States, the Union of thoſe two jarring Extremes, ſo 
difficult to reconcile in a free and opulent People, a 
Propenſity to Peace, and an Aptitude to War. The 
Arts and Oceupations appertaining to the firſt, no Go- 
verhment has ever given ſtronger Evidences of their 
cordially preferring to the laſt; as whenever they have 
taken upArms, they have done it with quite otherMotives 
than thoſe of Ambition ; and yet in this latter Province, 
their Behaviour has been ſuch as fully to prove that their 
Inclination to T ranquillity was not owing to a Defeat of 
Courage and Reſolution to aſſert their Rights; in the 
Juſt Proſecution of which, their Conduct and Bravery 
may be placed on a om with thoſe of any Nation 
whatever. 
Sven an equitable Temper in public Affairs, is a 
Merit which no other Republic, ther ancient or mo- 
| dern, 


4 
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dern, poſſeſſed of any conſiderable Degree of Wealth and 
Power, could ever claim with equal Propriety. To ſay 
nothing of the Spartans and Romans, (with whom, as 
wholly military Nations, the Compariſon might not 
ſeem proper) the - Athenians and Carthaginians, both 
commercial Republics, and to which, as ſuch, they 
bear the neareſt Reſemblance, were inceſſantly engaged 
in the moſt ambitious Projects; which, as they were 
totally foreign to the Spirit of their domeftic Inflitutt- 
ons, could not fail, by obſtinately perſiſting in them, 
notwithſtanding the ſevereſt Warnings, to occaſion their 
utter Deſtruction. Thus a ſtrange and unaccountable 
Rage for diſtant unneceſſary Conqueſts, continually ex- 
haufted the Athenians in endleſs Enterprizes Abroad ; 
and prompted at laſt that fatal Expedition to Sicily, 
from whence may be dated the Commencement of their 
final Rum. The Carthaginians purſued the ſame per- 
nicious Courſes; and inſtead of 'confining themſelves 
to the Continent of Africa, where Nature ſeemed to of- 
fer them a Seat of Empire inacceſſible to the only Pow- 
er they had to fear, had they known how to avail them- 
ſelves of their naval Strength and maritime Situation, 
they neglected theſe, in order to eſtablith themſelves in 
Spain; a Country that became à perpetual Drain of 
their Men and Treaſures, and by ingroſſing their chief 


Attention, rendered them almoſt inſenſible to the im- 


minent Dangers they were expoſed to, by leaving their 
own Coaſt open and defeneeleſs againſt thoſe Invaſions, 
the Conſequences of which are ſo well known, | 


In later Ages, the Vanity of becoming Conquerors, 
infatuated the Councils of ſeveral Italian Republics, and 
was 
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was the original Cauſe of the Diſſolution of ſome ; and 
had, indeed, near effected the Downfall of Venice, the 
moſt powerful of any: So detrimental to the well · be - 
ing of any Conſtitution founded on Commerce, is the 

Spirit of acquiring Dominion by Arms; as in Caſe af 
ill Succeſs, a State whoſe Strength js not intrinſically con- 
fiderable, runs the Riſk of immediate Deſtruction; or, 
ſhould its Deſigns proſper, is not much leſs diſtreſſed by 
the Efforts that were neceſſary to panels them, 


Ennons of this Jangerous a = never By 
and will probably never be committed by the Dutch; | 
whoſe Conduct, by a cloſe Adherence to the Rules of 


' Moderation, has been always attended with its uſual 


Reward, Security. Whenever they have been ſo preſ- 
ſed by their Enemies, that their Situation has become 
critical, moſt of the great European Powers have una- 
nimouſly concurred in eſpouſing their Cauſe, and have 
warmly intereſted W in their Defence, Aft 


Waun by the 5. ate of thoſe Nations that hwy 
fallen a Sacrifice to their Ambition, they have wiſely 
followed the Advice which one of their moſt eminent 
Stateſmen uſed often to inculcate, at a Seaſon when 
their. Proſperity was at its Height, and when their Suc- 
ceſſes by Land and Sea had rather elated ſome of his 
Colleagues, to whom he frequently repeated the Ovi- 


dian Precept, Medio tutiſſimus ibis, the middle Way 


is ſafeſt. 


Dmecrtep by this ſalutary Spirit, they ſeem, from 
the whole Tenour of their Politics, to have conſidered 
the 
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the Auream Medi bocritatem, that golden Mediocrity, 
which is the ſureſt Road to Happineſs in private Life, 


as not leſs applicable to Affairs of State, and equally ef- 
fectual in promoting the public Felicity of Nations. 

In Conformity to this Principle, -they have been 
more intent on the Preſervation of their own Poſſeſſions, 
than deſirous of making Additions to them; and when 


at the Concluſion of the general War, that was termi- 


nated by the Treaty of Utrecht, 'an Enlargement was 
made of their Frontiers, their Safety was manifeſtly the 


ſole Object they had in View; as the territorial Sove- 


reignty remained to others in the fortified, Towns, ceded 
to them as a Security againſt the Danger of ſo a 
ous a Neighbourhood as that of France. 


Thx only Inereaſe they have aimed at, has been that 
of Commerce and Navigation. As they owe to theſe 
their Strength and Glory, and depend on them alone, 
for a Continuance of the Figure they have hitherto 
made, they have employed their whole Care and Study 
in their Improvement. Senſible that the Moment theſe 
are loſt, their Importance muſt immediately ceaſe, and 
that the Loſs of them will undoubtedly follow a Devia- 
tion from thoſe Maxims of Induſtry, Perſeverance, and 
Oeconomy, to the ſtricteſt Obſervance of which they 

are indebted for their Exiſtence, they have made the 
moſt faithful Practice of them their unceaſing Duty; 
and what, in the Judgment of Politicians, principally 
contributes to beſtow Perpetuity on a State, they have 
continued unalterably the ſame People, in every eſſenti- 


al Reſpect, from their Origin to this Day; and remain 
inviolably 
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inviolably attached to- the primitive Plans of Pincced- 
ing, that enabled their Forefathers to contend victori- 
ouſly with the greateſt Difficulties ; and to exemplify, by 
the moſt iltuftrioys Precedents that ever were exhibited, 
the Truth of thoſe celebrated Mottos and Devices, 


which they aſſumed in thoſe, perilous Times, in order 


to inſpire their People with Confidence and Intrepidity ; 
by wifely perſuading them that a Nation, however de- 
preſſed in Circumſtances, becomes invincible through 
Unanimity; and that Conſtancy and Diligence never 


fail to accompliſh their Ends, however arduous and re- 


mote; and have always invariably proved that Inda- 
lence and Meſpondency, by placing [mpediments above 
the Reach of our Endeavours and Reſolution to over- 


come them, are, in the uſual Courſe of Things, the 


moſt real Obſtacles to our Deſigns, 


. theſe great Examples of - Le: Courage, 
and Sagacity, are cited before the Subjects of thoſe Ga- 
vernments, whoſe Conduct expoſes. them ſo juſtly to 
Reproach, and are preſſed upon them as Arguments of 
the ſuperior Merit of the Dutch, it has ſometimes been 
replied, that the Inhabitants of all Countries have their 
ſpecific Virtues, as well as Vices, both which are inhe- 
rent in their native Diſpoſition, as particular Producti- 


ons are appropriated to their Soil; thereby intimating 
that national Qualifications are the Gift of pure Acci- 
dent, and beſtowed, as it were, Gratis, without the Co- 


operation of thoſe who poſſeſs them. 


| Howzvr FR plauſible this Notion -may appear to the 


Superficial a and Inattentive, it is demonſtrably fraught 


with 
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with the moſt deſpicable Falfhood ; and is, in Fact, no 


more than a weak and futile Attempt to ſcreen the Pe- 
merits of People, by repreſenting them as the neceſſary 


Conſequence of an unavoidable Fatality, which diſtri- 
butes good or bad Qualities in the ſame blind, indifcri- 
minate Manner, as Fortune is depicted ſhowering the 
Emblems of * or Calamity on her numerous 
Votaries. 


Bur the Truth is, that as perfonal Accomplith-- 


ments flow from the Endeavours of thoſe who have at - 
tained them, ſo the Merit of ſome Nations exceeds that 
of others in the fame Proportion, and by the ſame 
Means that place ſome Individuals fo highly above 
others. © 


ProoFs of this are notorious, when we compare the 
: Miſery prevailing in ſome Parts of the World, with the 
Proſperity that occaſions ſo remarkable a Difference in 
others. Though it cannot be denied, the firſt pro- 
ceeds from ee and the ſecond from Induſtry, 
yet, in Conformity to the above Opinion, Cavillers 
have pretended that the latter is a free Donation of Na. 
ture to Men, annexed to the Spot of their Nativity ; as 
the former, by a Similitude of arguing, .is a Miſchance 
ariſing from the fame Source; that conſequently neither 
of them confer any Deſert, or caſt any Blame on the 
. of ſuch as are under their reſpective tnflu- 
ence; and though the one, like Deformity or Illneſs. 
may excite Pity and Commiſeration, yet the other, like 
Health or Beauty, gives no room for that Praiſe which 
Is 2 on Eſteem. 


Ix 
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- In Anſwer to ſuch groundleſs and frivolous Pretenees, 
let us advert to the contemptible Situation of ſome mo- 
dern Nations, and the reſpectable Figure made by 
others, the Engliſh and Dutch, for Inſtance, two Peo- 
ple whoſe ſound Policy and prime Eminence in all the 
Arts conducive to the well-being of a State, form the 
completeſt Contraſt to the ruinous Conduct adopted by 
that Ignorance which preſides over, and dictates the 
Operations of the former. 
j ; 
Ty were not, however, always in their preſent 

defirable Condition. There was a Time when they 
were abſolutely Barbarians ; and this happened at that 
Period preciſely, when the others were pro; perous and 
flouriſhing. 


IT is inconteſtible, from theſe very Viciſſitudes in the 
Circumſtances of both, that neither their good nor bad 
Fortune, was owing tothe local Poſition of either, fince 
according to ſuch a Method of reaſoning, it muſt have 
remained immutably the ſame to this Day. 


Tux prodigious Diſparity therefore, now ſubſiſting 
between them, muſt have proceeded primitively from 
another Quarter; and this, according to the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of unqueſtionable Authorities, was no 
other than the Change of Temper and Inclinations in 
the Natives of thoſe different Countries, brought about 
by Revolutions in their Forms of Government, which, 
by exalting or depreſſing their Minds, have inſpired 
theſe with Vigour and Activity, and ſunk thoſe into 
Debility and Slath. | 


Fro: 
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From theſe authentic Facts, it plainly follows, that 
neither the Propenſity nor Averſeneſs to exerciſe our 
native Endowments and Faculties, are the ſpontaneous 
Reſult of particular Climes; but that they are both in- 
diſputably the Effects of quite other Cauſes, of ſuch 
evidently as originate in a wiſe or an injudicious Admi- 
niſtration. 


THERE needs no profound Diſquiſition to explain 
from whence proceeded fo fortunate a Change for the 
Inhabitants of England and Holland. It was entirely 
due to the Senſe and Penetration of thoſe Patriots who 
had the Reſolution to embrace and purſue more ſalutary 
Maxims and Meaſures, than had been current among 
their Anceſtors; who dared, in Defiance of Danger, 
to attempt, and happily ſucceeded in framing, new 
Methods of ruling ; and who, in order to perpetuate 
the Bleſſings they had given Birth to, were no leſs 
careful to infuſe into their Countrymen, a Spirit of 
Application, Ingenuity and Firmneſs, from which it 
is hoped they will never degenerate. 


Tux Alterations fo fatal to the others, are as eaſily 
deduced from a Decay of Activity and Zeal for the 
common Welfare in thoſe who were at the Head of Af- 
fairs; an Evil that engenders a Spirit of Remiſſneſs and 
Negligence in what is moſt worthy of Care and Atten- 
tion, which too ſoon ſpreads itſelf through all the Mem- 
bers of the Community, and terminates, at laſt, in a 
total Inſenſibility and Oblivion of thoſe great Objects, 


an Inattention to which, by immediately affedting the 
gener al 
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i Intereſt of the whole, is ſo ſpeedily found det 
mental r in beinen | | 


Tavsi it penn that political ReRitude i in thoſe who 
guide its Councils, is to a Nation, what a proper Edu- 
cation is to Individuals. As this forms them to lauda- 
ble Habits, and by the Diſcovery and Improvement of 
their ſeveral Talents, lays a ſure Foundation for their 
future Proſperity, the other maintains a tri Diſcipline 
in every Department, and ſuperintends the various Diſ- 
poſitions of all who compoſe the Body of the State, in 
order to direct them to ſuch Employments and Purſuits 


as may prove of univerſal Utility, and to teach them, 


as it were, the great and capital Science both of public 
and private Life, that of availing themſelves of every 
Opportunity that offers for their Advantage. 


IT is no leſs apparent, from the ſame Reaſons, that 
neither the Poſſeſſion nor the Want of Abilities, ought 
to be attributed to any ſuch Incident as that of Cli- 
mate; and that the different Tribes into which the 
human Race is divided, participate an equal and impar- 
tial Diſtribution of the Seeds of all the eſſential and ne- 
ceſſary intellectual Accompliſhments, as well as of all. 
the moral Qualifications, the natural Property of which 
is, either to fructify through Cultivation, or to periſh 
through Neglect. Nothing therefore can be more ab- 
ſurd than to imagine they are locally produced like 
Plants and Vegetables, and confined like theſe, within 
peculiar Limits. | 


SOME 
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Some Advocates for this Opinion have ſought to ex- 
culpate ſuch. of the Southern Nations in Europe, as are 
conſpicuouſly addicted to Idleneſs,- by alledging that, in 
Regions like theirs, ſo- much expoſed to the Influence 
of the Sun, the bodily, and in conſequence the mental 
Vowers are ſo heavily oppreſſed by the inclement Heat 
of the Weather, as to be rendered unequal to that la- 
borious Perſeverance i in the Proſecution of Buſineſs, in 
which their northern Rivals ſo much excel them. 


Tur Speciouſneſz and A of this Ana are 
ſoon, however, detected, by reflecting that this Spirit of | 
Activity is not reſtricted to the Latitude of England 
and Holland, but is equally manifeſted in the Colonies 
theſe Nations have eſtabliſhed in the Eaſt and Weſt= 
Indies; Countries ſituated. in the, very Centre of the 
torrid Zone, and where, notwithſtanding the exceſſive 
Warmth, they exert themſelves with the ſame unremit- 
ting Toil, and Aſſiduity, that characteriſe them in their 
native Country. 


WAwis ſill more ſtriking and concluſive, in theſe 
very ſouthern European Countries (to vindicate the 
Lazineſs of whoſe preſent Poſſeſſors, the above Allega- 
tions have been deviſed) the major Part of the Inhabi- 
tants, ſome Centuries ago, were Models of Ingenuity, 
and remarkable for a ſtirring, active Diſpoſition , and 
it is no leſs worthy of Notice, that in their moſt ſou- 
therly Diſtricts are found the leaſt ſlothful Race of Men, 
throughout the whole Land, at this Day. 
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Br without having Recourſe to the People of Eu- 
rope, thoſe of much hotter Latitudes will furniſh a ſuffi- 
cient Number of Facts to invalidate ſo inconſiderate an 


Aſſertion. If we conſult the Records of Antiquity, 


we ſhall find that Ayypt was the Nurſery of the moſt 
induſttious Mortals at that Time extant. The ancient 
and modern Chinbſe have a Right to the ſame Com- 
mendation. The Natives of Indoſtan, Perſia, and 
Arabia, are no Abettors of Idleneſs; and even in 
Mexico and Peru, Countries where Civilization was 
far from being brought to Perfection, they were, ac- 
cording to undoubted Tradition, alert and laborious at 
the firſt Entrance n rer Eutopekias in into that Hemi- 


ſphere: 

Nerrren is Indolenee reſtrained to the folar Climates 
alone. The northern Tracts of Aſia and America 
clearly demonſtrate the contrary; and were it not an 
invidious Taſk, one might extend the Obſervation to 
ſome Parts of Europe at no leſs Diſtance — the 
Line. a 


FI ROM the foregoing Accounts and Remarks it may 
then, be juſtly inferred, that the Diſparity between the 
Genius and Abilities of various Nations, is chiefly 
founded on the Nature of their Government, and the 
Capacity and Turn of Mind of thoſe at the Helm, and 


very-little owing to their accidental Situation on the 


Surface of the Globe. T he Europeans who are ſettled 
in every Quarter of the habitable Earth, inſtance this 


continually, by carrying with them, wherever they go, 
and 
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and tranſmitting to their Poſterity, born and reſident 1 2 
Abroad, the Temper and Inclinations that prevail in 
the Mother-Country, But what confirms the Truth 
of this Inference in the moſt forcible Manner, and ſets 
it in the fulleſt Light, whenever through Revolutions at 
Home, the Notions, Tenets, and Manners of a People, 
undergo an Alteration, the Change is immediately com- 
municated, and diffuſed with uninterrupted Nin in 
their remoteſt Eſtabliſhments, N 


Ox Reer of the Premiſſes, a Reflection na- 
turally occurs, which may ſerve as no improper Con- 
clufion. Since the Conſtitution of a Country operates 
in all its Concerns, with fo deciſive an Influence, 
the Evils that unavoidably flow from a bad one, ate fo 
heavy and ſevere, and the Benefits derived from a good 
one, are ſo great and important, how watchful and jea- 
lous of any Encroachments and Innovations ought they 
to be, whoſe enviable Lot it is to live under the Pro- 
tection of Laws and Regulations, framed on the Prin- 
ciples of Liberty ; which, according to the unanimous 
Judgment of the Wiſe, zrounded on the uniform Ex- 
perience of all Ages, are alone calculated to ſecure the 
Happineſs of Society. 
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